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Dear Friends,  
 
Happy New Year!   The fact that January 1 comes so fast upon 
Advent and is the threshold to the busiest month of my year (no, not 
Christmas, not Easter), my time to reflect upon  what happened in 
2008 and to project what I hope to accomplish in 2009 gets 
squeezed.   However, even a quick look indicates that  2008 was, 
personally, a very satisfying year.  Furthermore, the church 
continues to thrive with great energy.  Of course outside of my 
personal space and the walls of the church it has not been a good 
year for our economy; people are suffering. In 2009 we all will have 
to consider how God may be calling us to alleviate this suffering and 
live in hope.   
 
As the old year ends and the new year begins, perhaps it is time to 
caste a new vision for a new year for Northeast, Ohio  The buzz 
word among some clergy leaders in Northeast Ohio is 
“Sustainability.”  How do we make our city and region sustainable, 
economically and ecologically?    Care for our world and care for 
those who live in it are theological issues.  From the Garden of Eden 
to the New Jerusalem, God intends for us to live in peace and safety.  
We are to share God’s abundance and care for all of creation.   
People of faith and Christian conviction need to  join the discussion 
that has already begun. Civic leaders, activists, and politicians yearn 
to  build upon the assets of our region in order to make our mother 
city, Cleveland, and the suburbs dynamic places to live.  If the faith 
communities could be organized and mobilized there would be no 
stopping the momentum.  
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Looking up “sustain” in the Oxford American Dictionary, I found this 
definition: strengthen or support physically or mentally.  The second 
definition was cause to continue or be prolonged for an extended 
period or without interruption.  It also has meanings related to 
“upholding” “affirming” and “confirming.”   
 
I also looked up the word “maintain,” for I always assumed that  
“sustain” and “maintain” were synonymous.  However, they are not.   
“Maintain” is defined:  cause or enable (a condition or state of affairs) 
to continue;  keep at the same level or rate. To me “maintain” is a 
defensive word, a fearful word – we have to struggle to maintain a 
certain level.  “Sustain” has a shimmer of hope around it.  Sustain is 
the step beyond maintain.   
 
At times it feels as if the mood of our region is shaped by a fear of 
NOT even maintaining our assets, let alone building upon them.   
However, the faith community grounded on the revealed hope, 
power, strength and joy of a relationship with God is not about the 
business of maintaining. Our call is to be involved in the repairing of 
the walls of the city (Isaiah 61), preaching good news to the poor, 
building roads, smoothing rough places and sharing the abundance.    
 
As you peek into the New Year, even if the way is dim for you, 
remember that you are beloved and indispensable to God’s intention 
for the world and for this community.  Together we will move beyond 
maintenance and towards sustenance fed by the abundance of gifts 
that is ours in Jesus Christ. 
 
Be at peace,  
 
 
John  
 
 

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK 
 
The Ministry of Justice & Mission thanks all those who generously 
volunteered their time and donated food, materials or money to help 
us host the two homeless families who were our guests during the 
week of December 7-14.  The Ministry will be evaluating our initial 
experience serving the families to prepare for future Interfaith 
Hospitality Network weeks during 2009. 
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Thank you to Ginny Young, who is ending her 25-plus years of 
copying the TOWER with this issue.  Fortunately she will continue 
copying the bulletin every week! 
 
Thank you, Ginny, for more hours than any of us can imagine, with a 
series of copiers beginning with a mimeograph and stencils and 
ending with the present-day Riso duplicator. 
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Dear friends, 
 

I purchased Walter Brueggemann’s new collection of prayers called 
Prayers for a Privileged People. Not only is Brueggemann one of the 
premier biblical scholars of the 20-21st centuries, he is an 
extraordinary theologian. For the New Year, I’d like to share with you 
one of my favorite prayers from his collection. I find it both challenge 
and comfort.  

Ourselves at the Center 
We are your people, 
 mostly privileged 
  competent 
  entitled. 
Your people who make futures for ourselves, 
   seize opportunities, 
   get the job done 
    and move on. 
In our self confidence, we expect little 
  beyond our productivity; 
  we wait little for 
   that which lies beyond us, 
 and then settle with ourselves at the center. 
And you, you in the midst of our privilege, 
    our competence 
    our entitlement. 
You utter large, deep oaths 
  beyond our imagined futures. 
 You say—fear not, I am with you. 
 You say—nothing shall separate us. 
 You say—something of new heaven and new earth. 
 You say—you are mine; I have called you by name. 
 You say—my faithfulness will show concretely 
  and will abide. 
And we find our privilege eroded by your purpose, 
  our competence shaken by your future, 
  our entitlement unsettled by your other children. 
Give us grace to hear your promises. 
Give us freedom to trust your promises. 
Give us patience to wait and 
 humility to yield our dreamed future 
  to your large purpose. 
We pray in the name of Jesus who is your deep Yes over our lives. 
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May God be with us in the new year ahead…a year which will 
certainly bring challenges. But with an assurance that Jesus is God’s 
deep Yes over our lives, we live in trust and hope. 
 
If you want more information on other Brueggemann books, please 
let me know! 
 
Blessings be, 
 
Clover 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children�and�Youth�Ministries�
 
The busy month of December led the children and youth to explore 
Advent and Christmas. They did this by helping with the families who 
stayed at Forest Hill Church the beginning of December, making 
decorations at the Advent Workshop, and participating in activities 
that helped them better understand the Christmas story. Thank you 
all who were apart of these classes. 
� In the nursery, thank you to Marcia Grant, Megan Tzefronis, Lara 

Troyer, Pat Seeders, Meg Lentz, and Alexis Smith. 
� In our Little Explorers class thank you to Christina & Jason 

Hidek. 
� In our Children in Worship class, thank you to Jennifer Blakeney, 

Sandy Schultz and the Mid-High youth. 
� In Pathways to the Promise Land, thank you to Jim Roosa, 

Jenny Himmelman, Don Clark, Laurie Logan, Dick Peterjohn, Val 
Flechtner, Brett Himes and Diana Johannessen. 

� During Descant Choir Activity time, thank you to Shelly & Jack 
Jesberger, Laurie & Eric Muller-Girard, Tori Weisberg, Kate & 
Dave Burleigh, Victoria & Tedunjaiye Sampson. 

� In our Trailblazers program, thank you to Deanne Lentz. 
� In our Senior High Church School, thank you to Keith Logan and 

Robert Lowe. 
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Children’s�Christian�Education�
Little Explorers (three/four year olds) and Children in Worship 
(older 4s and kindergarten)    
In January the children in these programs will be exploring and 
participating in stories about Jesus’ early life and his baptism. Be 
sure to ask your children what the story was about and share the 
response craft with them.  Pat and Jim Seeders will be leading in the 
Little Explorers class and Kate and David Burleigh will be leading 
Children in Worship. 
 
Pathways to the Promise Land (grades 1-5)  
The first two Sundays in January the children will gather together to 
exploring two different themes. On January 4th the children will begin 
at 11:00 to take part in activities about Epiphany, then join their 
families for communion. On January 11th our children will consider 
several mission or outreach opportunities to focus on for the rest of 
the program year. 
 
The theme for the next rotation, which begins January 18th, is the 
Beatitudes. The Beatitudes are Jesus’ initial instructions for how to 
live right relationship with God and each other. Through miracles, 
parables and encounters, Jesus showed us how to “walk the talk.” 
The Children will explore this theme by participating in the following 
workshops: puppetry, computers, storytelling and art. 
 
 

Youth�Christian�Education�
Trailblazers (grades 6-8) 
The youth in this program will focusing on Peacemaking. The youth 
will discuss what peace means to them. They will then explore how 
that definition relates to relationships, stewardship, and globally.  
Confirmation  
Beginning this month the Christian Education committee is offering a 
16 week course of study for youth interested in becoming members 
of our church. Seven youth and their Covenant Partners will 
exploring what Confirmation means and what it means to say “Yes” 
to our faith. Please keep these seekers in your prayers. 
Senior High Church School 
In January the youth in this program will be exploring contemporary 
issues of consumerism, cheating, school violence and technology. 
This group meet in Bodwell Hall from 9:30-10:30.  
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Dates�to�Know�
January 4       Epiphany  
The Pathways to the Promise Land children, grades 1-5, will meet in 
the Upper Room at 11:00 for an Epiphany Event. They will join their 
families for communion. 
January 13       Mission Sunday 
The Pathways to the Promise Land children will meet in the Upper 
Room at 11:00 to explore mission and outreach opportunities. 
January 16-17        Confirmation Retreat 
Confirmation class and Covenant Partners will begin the journey of 
Confirmation.  The class will meet in the Upper Room 9:30-10:30 on 
January 18 
January 18   Gathering Time 
Pathways children will begin in the Chapel, then be excused to 
workshops with their shepherds. 

 
Faithfully, 
 

Liz Wollaeger       Director of Christian Education 
 
 
 

Luke 2: 22-24 

When the time came for their purification according to 
the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to 

present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as 
holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice 

according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a 
pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”  
 

NRSV;  Lectionary reading for 1 Christmas, December 28 
 

The lesson continues on p. 21 
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Music 
 
Dear Forest Hill Friends, 

 
I wish you all a blessed New Year--full of happiness, love and a 
renewed generosity of spirit as we recover from the hustle and bustle 
of the holidays. 

 
On January 4th, Epiphany Sunday, we look forward to singing We 
Three Kings, keeping one eye on the hymnal and one on our three 
kings.  Decked out in their beautiful flowing robes and bright 
headgear, the kings will journey down the aisle, offering their 
glittering treasures.  We will also celebrate communion that Sunday.  

 
On Sunday, January 11th,  FHC members Lisa and Jed Koops will 
help us celebrate Baptism of the Lord Sunday.  Jed has composed a 
piece called The Waters of Baptism and Lisa will sing the solo part of 
this anthem.  We are lucky to have persons with such great musical 
gifts in our congregation. 

 
Our 7th Art and Music Night will be held on Friday, January 30th at 
7:30 p.m.  in Fellowship Hall.   The topic for the evening will be Iconic 
American Photographs  (think of Marilyn Monroe in Times Square, 
John Lennon cuddled up with Yoko Ono, Jacqueline Kennedy and 
her young son mourning at the funeral of the president.) We’ll take a 
look at American history through photographs and discuss what 
makes a photograph one which later generations cherish. Come 
enjoy the beautiful slides, live music and, I hope, insightful 
commentary by yours truly. This presentation will last approximately 
one hour.  Please invite your art and music loving friends to this 
evening.   
 
Soli Deo Gloria 
 
Anne Wilson 
annew@fhcpresb.org 
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FAITH, HOPE, CHARITY 

From the Ministry of Stewardship 
 

As we turn the calendar page to a new year, it’s time for much 
reflection……Our formal Forest Hill Church financial campaign has 
ended, and we rejoice that ‘where our treasure is, so is our heart’----
and vice-versa.  Now it’s also time to re-phrase that to ‘where your 
faith is, so is your resolve’.  But where is our faith?  “These are times 
that try men’s (and women’s) souls”.  Certainly our faith should not 
be in consumerism, nor in our (dwindling) bank accounts, but in our 
steadfast relationship to God and our Christian principles, for we 
surely will be delivered eventually from the current economic crisis 
we face, though perhaps not as soon as we would like.   But we 
retain the Faith, and the Hope, and in our Charity, that ‘God will 
provide.’   
 
Charity?  In a time of crisis don’t we normally turn inward to 
ourselves, our immediate relationships, and our belief in God for 
strength and support?  We feel more generous, more connected, 
more aware of our good fortune and the lesser fortune of others.  We 
become more aware of what we can do for ourselves, others, and 
our world.  We become ever more charitable! 
 
Your Ministry of Stewardship will have enthusiastic new Elected 
Leaders in the New Year and we’re pledging to address how we all 
can individually, as families, and as the Forest Hill family become 
more engaged in broader Stewardship issues.  Charity – the 
benevolence, kindness and responsibility toward our resources, the 
environment, and the Earth – and what we can bring to the table as 
practicing Christians will be further explored and executed as we 
move through the year. 
 
Elder Dave Neff 
Ministry of Stewardship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out the website      www.fhcpresb.org     see what’s new! 

 
10 

 
Interact Cleveland Homeless Stand Down 

From the Ministry of Justice and Mission 
 

InterReligious Partners in Action of Greater Cleveland (InterAct 
Cleveland) is an interfaith coalition that promotes mutual 
appreciation of diverse religious beliefs while encouraging service to 
the poor and vulnerable in our community.  Forest Hill supports the 
work of InterAct through our church's Benevolence giving. 
 
Each winter, InterAct organizes the Homeless Stand Down to 
provide several days of respite, renewal, and reconnection for over 
2,000 guests facing challenges of poverty and homelessness.  
Participants, predominantly men, may be living with friends or 
relatives, in shelters, or on the street.  InterAct distributes warm 
clothing and personal care kits, serves hot lunches, and arranges 
haircuts and medical check-ups for participants at three sites in 
Downtown Cleveland. 
 
We will again be collecting your gifts of Personal Care Kits with 
personal hygiene products vital to maintaining good overall health for 
distribution at the Homeless Stand Down.   Assembling a kit by 
shopping or perusing one's household supplies is an opportunity to 
consider what we might need if we were to find ourselves without a 
permanent residence. 
 
All personal care kits should contain:  liquid soap, a wash cloth, small 
shampoo, toothpaste and toothbrush, deodorant, lip balm, and small 
lotion.  Care kits for men should contain a razor and shaving cream.  
Care kits for women should contain maxi pads and/or tampons.  
Pack items in a large ziplock plastic bag, marked "M" or "F" as 
appropriate, and place in the box on the stage by Sunday, January 
25th.  The Ministry of Justice & Mission will see that they get to 
InterAct. 
 
For more information on the 2009 Homeless Stand Down, please 
see  www.interactcleveland.org. 
 
Dick Obermanns 
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Deacons’ Corner 
 
As we finish the year 2008 we reflect on the many Deacon activities 
of the past year.  As Deacons we have been involved with the joys, 
concerns and sorrows of our Forest Hill Church family.  We 
celebrated our Festival of New Beginnings, greeted worshippers 
each Sunday, organized the monthly blood pressure check, hosted 
the Sunday coffee hour and continental breakfast, celebrated the 
Card Ministry and Shawl Ministry, gave in-home communion, and 
provided meals, phone calls, cards and comfort to those in need. 
      
As Deacons we give thanks to the many people who helped with all 
of these services, especially the Deacons who are completing their 
time on our Ministry.  Those members are Wendy Brock, who 
coordinated the Fall Festival; Nancy Grube, who among many 
services coordinated the CARE group and Membership rolls;  Eric 
Rich, who organized our blood pressure checks and took minutes; 
Dana Obery, our Youth Deacon who coordinated our young people 
every 4th Sunday as greeters and hosts for coffee hour; and Merdine 
T. Morris for her enthusiasm and willingness to make phone calls.  
We thank all of them for their leadership of their CARE groups and 
their service as Deacons to Forest Hill Church, Presbyterian. 
     
Thanks to all of you who have been Deacons in your CARE groups.  
Continue the good work.  Reach out to someone in need during the 
New Year. 
 
Cathy Ghiandoni 
Deacon 
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From the Trustees 
 
With the price of fuel and energy rising over the past three years, you 
may have been wondering what effect it had on the utility costs for 
our church. The answer is a surprisingly "very little." With the 
installation of the new boiler, windows in the education wing, better 
light bulbs and other smart energy choices, the utility costs of Forest 
Hill Church remained level during those times of otherwise rising 
energy costs.  The Trustees continue to seek more efficient ways to 
reduce any of our recurring expenses from utilities to office supplies 
and welcome anyone who wants to volunteer ideas, time, or efforts 
into improving the efficiency of our church.  Thank you to the 
Trustees and everyone involved in the above projects that are truly 
paying off their investment! 
 
Jason Hidek 
 
 
 
 

Adult Education in January 
 

Who Are We, And How Did We Get This Way?” 
We Are Reformed, And Still Reforming 

                         
Jan.  4        Luther and the Birth of the Reformat ion 
  Picking back up with the history/today pairings, this class 

will explore Luther and the reformation as it happened, and 
the "big ideas" that emerged as the product of the 
Reformation. 

 
      11        Reform (and Reformers) Today 
   This class will continue the discussion of the Reformation's 

"big ideas" as they are relevant today and as they continue 
to shape a church that self-identifies as a continually 
reforming faith community.   

 
   18        Calvin and Calvinism 
   This class will discuss the place of Calvin and "Calvinism" 

as formative theology.  
                                     
        25        A Calvinist Legacy 
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Sundays in January  

9:30 Adult Ed 
 Youth Ed 
             Descant Choir (gr. 1-5) 

Child care begins 
Confirmation Class (Jan. 18, 25) 

10:15 Descant Choir activity 
10:30 Continental Breakfast 

Chancel Choir 
11:00 Worship 
 Little Explorers (3s, 4s) 
 Children in Worship (older 4s, K) 
 Pathways (gr. 1-5);  Jan. 11, 18;   11:15 on Jan. 25;  no 

classes on Jan. 4 
12:15 Coffee Hour 
 Sine Nomine Choir (Jan. 4, 18) 
5:00 MOB (Sr High;  Jan. 18, 25) 
 Faith Leader class   
 
Sunday, January 4 2 Christmas  
Epiphany Sunday 
9:00   Confirmation meeting 
11:00  Worship:  Communion 

Jeremiah 31: 7-14 
Psalm 147: 12-20 
Ephesians 1: 3-14 
John 1: 10-18 

Sunday, January 11  Baptism of the Lord  
12:15  Teacher training 
1:00    Cleveland Cello Society 
5:00    MOB:  Mid and Sr High 

Genesis 1: 1-5 
Psalm 29 
Acts 19: 1-7 
Mark 1: 4-11 

Sunday, January 18  
12:15  Lunch 
          Blood Pressure Check 
1:00    Annual Meeting of the   
                    Congregation 

1 Samuel 3: 1-10 
Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18 
1 Corinthians 6: 12-20 
John 1: 43-51 

Sunday, January 25 
11:00   Worship:  Ordination and 
                    Installation of Officers 
 

Jonah 3: 1-5, 10 
Psalm 62: 5-12 
1 Corinthians 7: 29-31 
Mark 1: 14-20 

 

 
 

Check out the website      www.fhcpresb.org     see what’s new! 

 
14 

 
14-15 calendar 
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Slate of Officers to be Elected at the Annual Meeti ng 

January 18, 2009 
Deacons 
Jennifer Blakeney 
Jennifer has attended Forest Hill Church for over 9 years and joined 
in March 1999.  She has been an Elder, a Pathways teacher, and a 
member of the Youth Core Team;  she is a regular Adult Ed 
participant and has led a mid high mission trip.  She is a physical 
therapist and community organizer by training and the mother and 
home educator of her 2 teen-age daughters by choice.  Her husband 
Marius attends FHC occasionally and her two daughters, Elena and 
Monika, are active FHC members.  Jennifer enjoys cooking, walking, 
swimming, reading, attending concerts and learning – and praying. 
 
Nancy Burcham 
Nancy has attended Forest Hill Church for 4 years and has been a 
member for 3 years.  She has served as a deacon and is extending 
her term.  She retired 2 years ago after 49 years of working as an 
RN.  Nancy is active in her nursing school alumni association, travels 
extensively with her husband Bill, assists with Meals on Wheels, and 
helps her 97-year-old mother live independently.  Her extended 
family includes 3 sons and 4 grandchildren. 
 
Monika Juodisius  (Youth Deacon, 1-yr term) 
Monika has attended Forest Hill Church for 9 years and was 
confirmed in May 2007.  She participates in Sunday School, the 
youth group and Sine Nomine Choir.  Her sister Elena and mother 
Jennifer Blakeney are also FHC members.  Monika enjoys 
horseback riding, playing the violin, reading, and being with her FHC 
friends.  
 
Janet Kickel 
Janet has attended Forest Hill Church for 2 ½ years and joined in 
May 2008.  She is a Lay Reader and has helped provide food for the 
Hot Meal dinners.  Janet is a teacher with the Cleveland Municipal 
Schools;  she and her husband Joseph have 3 grown children 
(Katherine, Joseph and Mary).   Janet enjoys reading, traveling, 
hiking and photography. 
 
 
 
 



Check out the website      www.fhcpresb.org     see what’s new! 

 
17 

 
Cindy Newton 
Cindy has attended Forest Hill Church for 25 years and has been a 
member for 22 years.  She has been a Pathways teacher and 
shepherd, a moderator of FHC’s Presbyterian Women, a leader of 
Lilac Circle, and a deacon.  She is currently employed at the non-
profit Hudson Job Search.  She is the president of David Hudson 
Questers, and treasurer of Boy Scout Troop 327;  she is a collector 
of vintage clothes, jewelry and hats and gives presentations about 
them.  She enjoys antiquing, reading, traveling and genealogy. 
 
Joy Stang  
Joy first attended Forest Hill Church on easter Sunday, 1948.  She 
joined in that year’s communicants class and was active here until 
she and her husband transferred to a church near their home in 
Hudson.  When she moved back into the Heights in 2005, she again 
began attending Forest Hill.  She has been active in the youth group 
and Sunday school, as a youth group leader, in the choir, the Group, 
and Adult Education.  Joy is payroll coordinator for the South Euclid-
Lyndhurst Board of Education.  She has 4 children and 10 
grandchildren. 
 
Ministry of Education and Spiritual Formation 
Mark Chupp  (Elder, 3-yr term) 
Mark and his wife Sharon Shumaker joined Forest Hill Church in 
March 2006.  He has served on the Ministry of Justice and Mission, 
as a Pathways teacher, as a MOB advisor and core team member;  
he has also accompanied the youth on their mission trips to 
Nicaragua and Pittsburgh.  Mark is on the faculty of the Mandel 
School of Applied Sciences at CWRU, teaching community 
development.  He is an avid cyclist and enjoys cooking ethnic foods.  
He and Sharon have two children, Loren and Emma. 
 
Ministry of Justice and Mission 
Dick Obermanns  (Elder, 3-yr term) 
Dick has attended Forest Hill Church for a year and a half and joined 
in November 2007.  He sings in the Chancel Choir, is on the Ministry 
of Justice and Mission, and participates in the Men’s Spirituality 
group.  He works as a consultant to foundations and non-profit 
organizations.  His wife, Carolyn Charles, is a member of Fairmount 
PC.  Dick is a member of the Home in the Heights Advisory 
Committee of the Home Repair Resource Corporation, and a 
member of the Self-Development of People committee of the 
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Presbytery.  He has worked as a Peace Corps volunteer in Ethiopia 
and is a gardener and shade tree grower. 
 
Carol Leslie (Elected leader) 
Carol has been a member of Forest Hill Church since her 
confirmation 31 years ago.  She has served as a Pathways teacher 
and shepherd, a member of the children’s library committee, and she 
has helped plan and prepare the annual Advent Workshops.  In the 
past, when her children were in middle school and high school, she 
helped with the youth groups of which they were a part.  Carol enjoys 
tennis and running in her spare time. 
 
Nominating Committee (1-yr terms) 
Barb Cloud  
Barb joined Forest Hill Church in April 2003. 
 
Laurie Logan  
Laurie has been a member of Forest Hill Church since May 1997.  
She has been active in the choir, in dramatic productions, and as a 
Pathways teacher.  She is an RN and currently works as the clinical 
research office manager in the division of gastroenterology at 
University Hospital Case Medical Center.  In her spare time, Laurie 
enjoys gardening, arts and crafts, camping, all types of music, 
spending time with children, and being with family and friends at 
Peak ‘n Peek.  Laurie and her husband Keith have 3 daughters, all 
FHC members – Emily, Maura and Claire. 
 
Joanne Shaner 
Joanne has attended Forest Hill Church for 10 years and has been a 
member for 9 years.  She has been a Trustee Elder and has 
volunteered in Sunday morning children’s classes.  She is a civil 
engineer and does bridge design for HNTB Ohio.  She and her 
husband Dan Shaner have two boys, Alexander and Adam. 
 
Grace Uhle  
Grace joined Forest Hill Church in August 2005.  She has 
participated in the Faith Leader II class, the Sycamore Group, and 
the Library Redesign committee.  She is a retired Early Childhood 
educator and volunteers with the Hands on Art program for children 
at New Life Community as well as art classes at Fairhill Center. 
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Maydene Young 
Dene has been a member of Forest Hill Church for 40 years.  Her 
activities include serving on the Board of Christian Education,  as a 
Deacon, on the Nominating Committee, in Hilltoppers, on the 
Memorial Reception Committee, and as a Sunday School teacher, a 
Sunday greeter and a crib room helper.  She is retired from nursing 
and has 5 grandchildren. 
 
Ministry of Stewardship  (Elected leaders) 
Brett Himes 
Brett and his wife Annette joined Forest Hill Church in November 
2007.  He has been a Pathways shepherd and a member of the 
softball team.  He is the COO / CFO of Heartland Information 
Services, a medical transcription service headquartered in Toledo 
and operating primarily in India.  Most of the time he is able to work 
from home!  Brett grew up in a small town in Idaho, runs marathons 
and ultramarathons, and lived in Richmond VA and San Francisco 
before moving to Shaker Heights 5 years ago.   
 
Jon House 
Jon and his wife Heather joined Forest Hill Church in November 
2002. 
 
Diana Johannessen 
Diana and her husband Martin joined Forest Hill Church in June 
2007.  She assists regularly in the nursery and with the Pathways 
program. Although Diana’s number one priority right now is caring for 
her 3 children (Jack, Anna and Thor), she is an Organizational 
Development Consultant working with Fortune 500 companies 
around Human Resources process and technology strategy projects.  
She assists her husband running their Creative Design and Green 
Building consulting practice.  Diana is a graduate of the College of 
Wooster and the Wetherhead School of Management.  She loves to 
bake, be outside, and listen to relaxation music.  Her past includes 
scuba diving and trumpet playing1 
 
Trustees  
Jim Roosa   (Elder, 3-yr term) 
Jim joined Forest Hill Church in August 2005.  He has taught 
Pathways, staffed the New Members table, joined the Senior High 
mission trip to Mississippi, and helped with Trustee work days.  He is 
a lawyer with his own practice representing small to medium-sized 
businesses.  Jim has two children, Halling and Lili, is a long-distance 
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runner, a trombone player, and a member of the Cleveland Heights 
Administrative Services Commission. 
 
Marcia Grant  (3-yr term) 
Marcia has attending Forest Hill since she was a child (her family 
was active here) and she and her husband Ron reaffirmed their 
commitment in 1996.  She has been a Deacon, a member of the 
Sacred Space committee and Stewardship Ministry, and president of 
the Youth Fellowship in the 50s;  she also helps in the crib room.  
She works in University School as an assistant in the Advancement 
Office.  Marcia and Ron have a son, a daughter, and 5 
grandchildren. 
 
Consuelo Heineman  (3-yr term) 
Consuelo joined Forest Hill Church in October 2008 after many years 
of being a steady presence with her husband Roger.  She has been 
a teacher for Children in Worship, a Pathways shepherd, a parent 
helper for the Descant Choir activity, a member of the Children’s 
Library committee, and an elected leader on the Ministry of 
Education and Spiritual Formation.  She has also helped sell grocery 
coupons and served as a greeter when asked.  Consuelo works as 
an IT Business Analyst for AXENTIS.  She loves to garden and loves 
watching her plants come alive in the spring.  She and Roger have 
one son, Grant. 
 
Graham Peters  (treasurer)  
Graham joined Forest Hill Church in April 1955.  He as served as a 
youth advisor, an elder, a trustee and an auditor.  He is a tax, 
accounting and financial consultant and is retired from Lincoln 
Electric.  He and his wife Roz have 2 children and 5 grandchildren. 
 
Chuck Smith  (3-yr term) 
Chuck and his wife Lora joined Forest Hill Church in March 2002.  
He is an usher and has helped out in the nursery.  Chuck is VP – 
Strategy at ERICO in Solon.  He and Lora have 4 children – Hannah, 
Harrison, Nathan and Hazel. 
 
Ministry of Vocation and Lay Leadership  
Peg Weissbrod  (Elder, 3-yr term) 
Peg has attended Forest Hill Church for 44 years and has been a 
member for 34 years.  Her activities at FHC include being a Sunday 
School teacher, an Elder on the Board of Christian Education, a 
Pathways Development team member, co-chair of the Associate 
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Pastor Nominating Committee, a member of the CONNECT Task 
Force, and a Lay Leadership Development team member.  She is 
currently the Director of Lay Ministries at Federated UCC in Chagrin 
Falls, the Web Administrator and Publicity Coordinator for FHC, and 
a freelance writer.  She and her husband Steve have 2 grown sons, 
Alex and Andrew. 
 
Ministry of Worship  
Kurt Haas   (Elder, 3-yr term) 
Kurt has been a member of Forest Hill Church since February 1997.  
He has worked with the youth groups and sings in the Chancel 
Choir.  Kurt is a software engineer with a small firm in Twinsburg.  
He is married to Deedee Pim, also a member of FHC. 
 
Jean Reinhold  (Elder, 2-yr term) 
Jean joined Forest Hill Church in October 2008 after many years of 
being a steady visitor.  Her activities at FHC include working with the 
Senior High youth, serving on the Youth Minister Search Committee, 
planning women’s retreats, being a Lay Preacher, and participating 
in the Faith Leader class, the Sycamore Group, and the Sacred 
Spaces committee.  Jean is the gifted/enrichment teacher at 
Fernway Elementary School in Shaker Heights. 
 
Youth Elder 
Thomas Taylor  (1-yr term) 
Thomas joined Forest Hill Church in May 2006. 

 

Luke 2: 25 - 31 

 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 

man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation 

of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed 

to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 

had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came 

into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, 

to do for him what was customary under the law Simeon took him 

in his arms and praised God, saying, “Master, now you are 

dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my 

eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and 

for glory to your people Israel.” 
 

The lesson continues on p. 27 

Check out the website      www.fhcpresb.org     see what’s new! 

 
22 

M.O.B. News for January 

Merry Christmas and (almost) Happy New Year!  I hope that you all 
have a wonderful time off from school and with your families during 
Christmas.  If you missed out on our Ugly Christmas Sweater Party 
in December, you should check out the pictures we took- there 
certainly are some ugly sweaters out there! 
 
Senior High Mission Trip: Your deposits are due Jan uary 
1st!!  Please get your $50 in to the church so that we  can 
reserve your spot with Inward Bound this summer.  I f you 
have any questions, please call Lindsey. 
 
What’s coming up this month… 
 
January 11: First night back!  Mid & Senior High from 5 – 7 p.m., 
meeting at Forest Hill.  If you missed out in 2008, come see what 
we’re up to this year! 
 
Are you a stressed-out-maxed-out-had-it-up-to-here 12th grader?  
Come relax and enjoy a day off with our other high school 
seniors.  We will meet either January 2 or 3 at the  church just to 
hang out (for once!) and talk about your last semes ter of 
school.  Keep an eye out for which day we’re going to meet on. 
 

Mid High Events  
January 6 & 20 th: Mid High Bible study at Forest Hill church.  It’s 
baaaack!  Meet up at 7 p.m., hang around until 8.  Bring your Bible 
and your curiosity. 
January 17:  We have a volunteering day at church – time TBA!   
January 23 & 24:  Gift of Sexuality Retreat – see the next page.  All 
Mid high youth and parents are invited to attend! 
 

Senior High Events  
January 7, 14, 28:  Senior High Bible Study at Phoenix on Coventry.  
We’re going to start gearing up for the new year together, and for our 
Sexuality Retreat.  Come from 7-8 p.m., and bring your Bibles! 
January 18 & 25:  Senior High youth group, at church, from 5-7 p.m. 
January 23 & 24: Gift of Sexuality Retreat – hey, look at the next 
page! 
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Gift of Sexuality Retreat – Mid and Senior High onl y! 
Who: ALL Mid High and Senior High youth and their p arents 
When: Parents’ evening: Friday, January 23 , 7 – 9 p.m.      
Youth day: Saturday, January 24,  9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

What’s going on?    Dr. Terry Nelson Johnson, D. Min., Dean of 
Faith Formation from Old St. Pat’s Church in Chicago will be running 
a weekend retreat for our youth on how to cultivate, live with, talk 
about, and celebrate the sexuality that God has trusted us with. 
Through storytelling, poetry, and humor, Dr. Nelson-Johnson will 
challenge us to enter more deeply into the mystery of grace, the 
mystery of spirit, the mystery of God.  

Why are we talking about sex?    Our goal for this retreat is to open 
up discussions from youth to youth, parent to child, and parent to 
parent about God’s take on human sexuality.  This is not the “Just 
don’t do it!” lecture that many of us have been exposed to; this is a 
journey that will continue long after the weekend is over. 

From Dr. Terry Nelson Johnson:  

For all of sexuality’s capacity to make love, heal, energize 
and remember, it takes very little reflection to determine 
that sexuality is often and profoundly misused, abused or 
underutilized; that it is often a gift and resource gone awry 
or sitting dormant. It is my passionate hope to contribute 
in some modest but real way to preventing our young 
people from having to, in the words of Albert Camus, love 
one another without knowing much about it – specifically: 
to support, encourage, affirm and inform students in their 
attempts to develop challenging and respectful sexuality.” 

I hope that you will clear your schedule and cancel your previous 
plans to come – this opportunity is HUGE!  If you have questions 
about this weekend, or you would like more information, call Lindsey: 
(216)440-2303.  If you know a family with a son or daughter in this 
age group who would benefit from attending, please pass the word 
on to them! 

Lindsey Burdette, Youth Director 
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News of Our Church Family 
 
Baptisms  
Thor Dean Johannessen , son of Martin and Diana Johannessen 
and brother of Jack and Anna, was baptized December 14, 2008.  
Dave Neff was the attending Elder. 
Jude Connor West , son of Rebecca and Brian West and brother of 
Charlie, was baptized December 14, 2008.  Sandy Schultz, Jude’s 
grandmother, was the attending Elder. 
 
Congratulation to this December graduate! 
Andrew Marunowski,  who graduates from Bowling Green with a 
degree in Music Education. 
 
In Memoriam We Remember 
Clarence Walter McChesney (Mac), who died November 18, 2008. 
 
New Contact Information 
Traci Ext and Loren Toplitz 216-321-5101 
 
The Corinth CARE Group will be responsible for meeting members’ 
needs during January.  Please contact the church office in case of 
illness, hospitalizations, births or deaths (or other family 
emergencies) in any FHC family. 
Members of the Corinth CARE Group are: 
Ed Briskey, Deacon leader 
Joan Bacon 
Molly Bergman 
John & Patricia Borthwick 
Jeffery & Kathy Cameron 
Barbara Cloud and family 
Nancy Crawford 
Joy Ferguson 
Emma Jane Gibbs 
Kurt Haas & Dee Dee Pim 
Sylvia Herd 
Robert & Lisa Higgs & family 
Brian & Tish Klein & family 
John & Deanne Lentz & family 

Tom & Diane McFiggen 
Kate Monaghan 
Margery & James Nokes 
Linn & Melody Obery & family 
David & Susanne Peterjohn & 
family 
Bill Proudfit 
Susan & Randy Reese & family 
Ron Schmidt 
Sandy Schultz 
Dan & Joanne Shaner & family 
Vincent Taylor & family 
Bobbi van Dijk 
Kevin & Jill White & family 
Dene Young 
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Ushers for January 
Kevin Stauffer, Lead Usher; Joe Andrews, Nick Baumgartner, Bill 
Currie, Kay Currie, Charles Ishler, Jane Ishler, Kate Monaghan, 
Daryl Musick, Victoria Sampson.  Sam Manu, Head Usher 
 
The TOWER can be sent to any college student who would like to 
receive it and who gives us an up-to-date mailing address.  Please 
contact Lynda in the church office and you’ll be added to the mailing 
list. 
 
 
 
 

What’s your biggest out-of-the-box idea for spreading 
the word about Forest Hill Church?  How would you 
advertise the church? 
 
Drop a note to John Lentz or in the Church Growth 
mailbox. 
 
 

 
 
 

Hilltoppers (retired singles and couples) 
Save the date!  We’ll do a tour of the Cleveland Museum of Art at 
noon on Friday, January 16. 
 

New Members Mark Your Calendars 
All new and even relatively new FHC members are invited to a 
potluck dinner hosted by the church growth committee.  Event will be 
held on April 18 at 6pm.  Be sure to mark your calendars for this 
night of relaxed fun and festivities.  More details to follow.  
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Office News and Reminders 

The deadline for the weekly bulletin is every Wednesday morning. 
The deadline for the Tower is usually the second Monday of every 
month.  The TOWER schedule is as follows: January 14 2009, 
February 10, March 10,  April 13. 
 
Emails and extensions for the staff are as follows: 

� John Lentz, pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org, ext. 200 
� Clover Beal, pastorbeal@fhcpresb.org, ext 201 
� Anne Wilson (music), annew@fhcpresb.org, ext 208 
� CE Office: Liz Wollaeger, lizw@fhcpresb;  ext. 206  
� Marge Kaercher, margek@fhcpresb.org;  ext. 204 
� Lindsey Burdette (youth):  lindseyb@fhcpresb.org, ext 207 
� Becky Austin (financial office):  beckya@fhcpresb.org, ext. 

203 
� Lynda Bernays (office administrator), and all other email:  

office@fhcpresb.org, ext. 202 
Our website is www.fhcpresb.org 
 
CDs of the worship service are available each week.  Often they are 
available soon after worship.  If you miss that, call or email the 
church office, or leave a note, and the CD will be in the volunteer 
office the following Sunday.  The cost is $1 per CD. 
 
Would you like a large-print edition of the TOWER? Or a bulletin sent 
to you if you are ill or away?  Please contact the church office with 
your request. 
 
Sunday flower donations are coordinated by the church office.  
Please call or email Lynda for information about donating an 
arrangement.  The cost is $20 per arrangement. 
 
From the Financial office:  Pledge contributions and other income 

Nov. 08  YTD 
Actual  $57, 119 $574,410   
Budget          49,845    605,810 
 Source: Nov. 08 Activity Statements and 08 Budget 
 

 
 

 
Personal online banking 
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You may use your personal bank’s online bill-pay service.  Please 
indicate Forest Hill Church as your payee, and specify how you 
would like your funds distributed.  Your bank will send FHC a check 
and it will be recorded in your account here. It’s easy and 
convenient!  
 
 

Save these dates in 2009 
 
February 25 Ash Wednesday 
April 12 Easter  
April 18 New Member Potluck 
 
 
 

Luke 2: 33 - 40 

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was 

being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said 

to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and 

the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 

opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” There 

was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her 

husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to 

the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 

worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At 

that moment she came, and began to praise God and to 

speak about the child to all who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished 

everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 

Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God 
was upon him.  
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