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Service of Worship 

October  17, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship. 

If you are visiting, please print your name on a name tag and wear it so that  

we might greet you.  Large print editions of the Bible, the Hymnal, and today’s bulletin 

as well as hearing devices are available from the ushers on request. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Prayer of Preparation 

“The one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly; the one who sows bountifully will 

also reap bountifully.” (2 Cor. 9:6)    Blessed are you, God of all creation; through your 

goodness we have gifts to share.  Use our lives for your glory and for the service of the 

kingdom.  Amen.  

 

Welcome 

The Prelude spiritual, arr. D. Witkowski 

“Lord, I Want To Be a Christian”   

÷ ÷ ÷ Greeting Our God with Joy 
The Call to Worship   Elder Derry Stauffer 

Leader:   The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

People:  And also with you.  

Leader:   This is the day that the Lord has made.  

People:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

Leader:   O praise the Lord with me,  

People:  Let us exalt God’s name together.  

Leader:   Let us worship God.  

* The Processional  Hymn No. 455 

“All Creatures of Our God and King” 

St. 1, 2, 6 
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÷ ÷ ÷ Renewing Our Relationship with God 

The Prayer of Confession  

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 

with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbor as 

ourselves.   In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

A Time of Silent Confession 

Confessional Song D. Witkowski 

“Make Your Wonders Known” (Psalm 88, vs. 12) 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Affirming the Good News in Our Lives 
The Assurance of Pardon 

* Alleluia  (all sing) D. Witkowski  

The Anthem D. Witkowski 

“Keep in Mind” 

 
÷ ÷ ÷ Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 
Minute for Witness   Dave and Kate Burleigh 

“Stewardship Celebration” 

* Hymn  

“Let My Prayer Rise” 
Children in Pathways may leave during the hymn 

Prayer requests may be passed to the ushers during this hymn 

The Scripture Lessons     Nehemiah 13: 1-3, 23-27 

  Ruth 1: 1-9, 14-18, 22 

 After the readings 

 Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 
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The Sermon Dr. John Lentz 

“What Kind of People Are We?” 

The Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer please use debts, debtors 

The Ritual of Friendship all are asked to sign the tablets as a record of attendance 

The Offertory D. Witkowski 

“From This Place” 

* The Doxology 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below, 

 Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

 
÷ ÷ ÷ Going Forth to Live as God’s People 
* The Closing Hymn No. 422 

“God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 

* The Commission and Blessing 

*  The Choral Benediction D. Witkowski 

“Nunc Dimittis” 

*  The Passing of the Peace 

÷ ÷ ÷ The Postlude D. Witkowski 
“Wide Open Window” 

÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ 

÷ ÷ ÷ Parish Notes 
Chancel Flowers 

The flowers today are given by Jon Newton in memory of his son Jeffrey Robert Newton;  

and by Liz Wollaeger in honor of the teachers, leaders, children and youth of Forest Hill 

Church. 
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Prayer Concerns this Week   

Prayers are requested this week for the following: 

Lois Bennett, Ralph Dise, Matthew Peterson, Arlene Quinn, Debbie Ungemach, Ted 

Woodbridge 

Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: 

Marilyn Gifford, Mary Jean Kent, Elizabeth Kosnik, Mary Lewis, Merdine T. Morris, Joyce 

Peters 

We invite you to write prayer requests on a slip of paper from the envelope rack and 

pass it to an usher during the singing of the middle hymn, to be included in the prayers 

later in the service. Lists of ongoing prayer concerns are in each month’s TOWER. 

 

This Month’s Ushers  

Kevin Stauffer, Lead Usher; Joe Andrews, Nick Baumgartner, Charles Ishler, Jane Ishler, 

Kate Monaghan, Daryl Musick, Victoria Sampson.  Roger Heineman, Head Usher 

 

Nursery care for babies and young children is available on the second floor of the 

Monticello Wing. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Announcements 
TODAY 

Welcome Visitors! 

Please stop by the Visitor Information table in the Courtyard Foyer following worship.  

We’re looking forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may have.  

Visitor welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex.   

 
Visitors and newer members – If you have a few minutes after church and would like to 

meet and get to know other members of Forest Hill Church, come to Connections 

Corner in Fellowship Hall.  Look for the table to the left as you enter the room.  Come 

for coffee, a tasty treat, conversation and connection!   

 

Today’s Musicians 

We are pleased to welcome two guest musicians today! Manhattan-based jazz 

pianist/composer/vocalist Deanna Witkowski is the winner of the 2002 Great American 

Jazz Piano Competition, has been a guest on Marian McPartland’s Piano Jazz, and was 
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interviewed on Easter Sunday 2009 on NPR’s Weekend Edition Sunday.  Known for her 

fusions of jazz, Brazilian, and Afro-Cuban music, Ms. Witkowski has been lauded as “one 

of the best of the new generation of jazz pianists” (Jazz Journal International) and 

praised for her “consistently thrilling” playing (All Music Guide).  “From This Place”, Ms. 

Witkowski’s fourth recording and her first to exclusively feature her sacred jazz, is 

available in Fellowship Hall after the service.  Her brand new sacred music songbook is 

also available here as well as at www.deannajazz.com .  Ms. Witkowski will be 

performing at Nighttown this evening at 7 and 8:30 pm with Sao Paulo-based 

guitarist/vocalist, Filo Machado.   

 

Dave Morgan is an Associate Professor of Jazz Studies and String Bass at Youngstown 

State University. He is best known as a jazz bassist and composer/arranger. Dave 

performs regularly with the Cleveland Jazz Orchestra, the Jack Schantz Jazz Unit, and 

with a variety of smaller ensembles. He has also appeared with The Cleveland Orchestra, 

the Akron Symphony, and the Cleveland Chamber Symphony. His compositions for jazz 

and classical ensembles are performed throughout the world.   

 
Building Update 

The Exterior Renovation Project is on budget and is substantially completed. All painting 

is complete. The work on the tile roof and gutters is complete.  Five flat roofs will be 

replaced this week weather permitting. McKnight & Associates, a landscape architect, 

has developed a master plan for the grounds. The first phase of the plan will be 

implemented this fall. The front third of the parking lot will be paved next spring. 

Financial summary: 

Pledge payments received to-date:  $360,000 

Funds paid to contractor to-date:     $490,000 

Funds to be paid within 60 days:     $125,000 

 

Funds needed within 60 days:         $255,000 

Any shortage will be borrowed from the bank. 

 

Thanks to all of you who have helped keep the financing cost low. Particular thanks to 

the one-third of you who have paid 100% of your pledge. 

David Hunter, project manager 



 7

THIS WEEK 

Bible and Bagels  

Bible and Bagels will meet Wednesdays from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. in the Jin Room. All are 

welcome!  The lessons this week are Matthew 18: 10-14;  Luke 15: 3-7;  Mark 8:34 – 

9:1;  Mark 10:32-34; Mark 10: 17-52. 

 

Yoga Classes  

Drop-in yoga classes, taught by Mika Jones, meet Wednesdays from 5:45 – 6:45 at FHC.  

The cost is $10 per session (and your first session is free!) 

 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Adult Education 

Kerygma Bible Study, week 4:  All groups, plus drop-ins, will meet in Fellowship Hall at 

9:30 a.m.  There is also a group that meets Sunday evening, one that meets Tuesday 

evening, and an on-line discussion group (contact Peg Weissbrod:   

pwmarunowski@sbcglobal.net ). 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Stewardship Informational Luncheons 

You will soon receive an invitation to one of two luncheons presented by the Deacons 

and the Stewardship Ministry on October 24 and 31.  Please make every effort to 

attend, as this is an important source of information about this year’s Stewardship 

Campaign. 

 

Exploring Membership Class 

The next Exploring Membership class will meet Saturday, October 30 from 9 a.m. – 12 

p.m. and Sunday, October 31 from 9  - 10:30 a.m.  If you are interested, please contact 

the church office. 
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Social Groups and Circles 

Iris Circle (all women of the church) 

Iris Circle will meet on Tuesday, October 19th at 1:00 p.m. at the home of Carolyn 

Vrtunski, 24050 Hazelmere, Shaker Hts.  Come prepared to describe your latest favorite 

book – we’ll each take 3 minutes to talk about it.  All are welcome!  For questions or 

directions, call LeAnn West (216 692-0917) or Cathy Ghiandoni (216 691-1905). 

Family Halloween Party:  October 23 

Come dressed in a costume (adults & kids!) to Fellowship Hall with a dish to share for 

dinner and a nonperishable contribution for the FHC food pantry.  We'll have spooky 

music cued up and maybe some ghostly tricks and treats.  Bwa ha ha ha!  The party is 

Saturday, October 23 from 5 to 8 p.m. Contact Christina Hidek (jediwildcat@att.net or 

440/646-9093) for more information. 

The Group (singles and couples 60s – 70s) 

Please join The Group on Friday, November 5 at 8:00 p.m. at the Cleveland Institute of 

Music for an evening of wonderful chamber music in CIM’s Mixon Hall – the new visually 

stunning and acoustically excellent recital hall.  The concert is free to the public, but 

seating is limited and seating passes are required.  While a block of seats is being held 

for us, it is not possible to reserve an unlimited number of seats and the concert will 

have wide public appeal.  Please reserve your place early by contacting Anne Hunter 

(asm13@case.edu or 440-646-1853).  If you are interested in dinner prior to the 

concert, meet us at 6:00 p.m. at Nighttown in Cleveland Heights. 

Hilltoppers (retired singles and couples) 

The Hilltoppers will attend the Heights High musical Beauty and the Beast on Sunday, 

November 7 at 4 p.m.  We have a large block of tickets reserved.  The cost is $10 per 

ticket.  Please call Lucy Conde (216-382-5177) for reservations.  You’ll see FHC students 

in many spots on and off stage! 
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Care Group 

The Jerusalem Care Group is responsible for meeting members’ needs during October.  

Please call the church office to report an illness, hospitalization, family emergency, birth 

or death.  Information will then be passed on to the Care Group leaders. 

� Members of this month’s Care Group are: 

Dele Solaru, Deacon leader 

Erin & Bill Armstrong 

Doris Brandt 

Ruth & Arthur Brickel 

Lucy Conde 

Traci Ext 

Monita & Antoinette Franklin 

Chris & Daniel Fuller 

Carol & Tim Gifford and family 

The Himes family 

Kathy Hanna-Stauffer & Derry Stauffer 

The Jesberger family 

Matt & Jacquelyn Knoch 

Dan & Barb Mace  

Jim Manista 

Jane Melbourne 

Pat & Hal Musick 

Richard Obermanns 

Karen Parker 

Carol & Leighton Scott 

Steve Sedam 

Peggy Skelly 

The Solaru family 

Marge Thomas 

Anne Wilson  

Robert and Julie Ann Yoe 
 

   

Today’s CARE Group volunteers:   Shelley and Adam Jesberger (Continental Breakfast);  

Doris Brandt (Coffee Hour);  Rosaneil Schenk and Betty Clark (Greeting Cards);  Jim 

Manista, Carol and Tim Gifford  (Greeters); Steve Sedam and Virginia Weiss (Flowers) 

 

÷ ÷ ÷  Youth News 

Today   Please bring $3 for pizza. 

Mid High will meet today from 4 – 5:30 p.m.   

Senior Highs will meet today from 5 – 7 p.m.   

 

Next Sunday 

Senior Highs will meet at 5 p.m. 

 

Looking Ahead 

October 31 – Halloween!   

The youth group will be putting a spin on traditional trick or treating on Halloween.  

After worship on October 31st, the youth group (both mid and senior highs) will head 

into the neighborhoods surrounding Forest Hill Church trick or treating for canned and 
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nonperishable food items.  The previous Sunday (October 24th) the senior highs will 

hand out fliers in the neighborhood during regular youth group time to announce the 

collection on Halloween. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷  The Lessons 
Next Sunday:  Matthew 18: 10-14;  Luke 15: 3-7;  Mark 8:34 – 9:1;  Mark 10:32-34; 

Mark 10: 17-52.  As part of your daily devotions, read the lessons.  What image or word 

catches your attention?  How do they settle or challenge you?  Keep notes of your 

observations in a journal.  Set aside part of each day for prayer and study.  Links to the 

readings for each Sunday appear on the church’s Facebook page, the Upcoming 

Sundays page of our website   (http://www.fhcpresb.org/worship-music/upcoming-

sundays/), and on the “Adult Education in October” page of the TOWER. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷  FHC Staff Emails and Phone Extensions 
Program Staff 

  Rev. Dr. John Lentz, Jr.  /  pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org, ext. 200 

  Rev. Clover Beal  /  pastorbeal@fhcpresb.org , ext 201 

  Liz Wollaeger / lizw@fhcpresb.org , ext. 206   

  Anne Wilson  /  annew@fhcpresb.org , ext. 208 

  Kristen Sloan  / kristens@fhcpresb.org , ext. 207 

 

Office Staff 

  Becky Austin  /  beckya@fhcpresb.org  , ext 203 

  Lynda Bernays  /  office@fhcpresb.org   , ext 202 

  Stavros Gazis  /  office@fhcpresb.org   ,  ext 202 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ 
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Calendar: October 17 – 24, 2010  

Sunday, Oct. 17 

9:15     Child care begins 

9:30     Adult and Youth Education 

             Descant Choir 

10:15   Descant Choir Activity 

10:30   Chancel Choir 

              Continental Breakfast 

11:00   WORSHIP 

             Children in Worship 

             Little Explorers 

11:15   Pathways to the Promise Land 

12:15   Coffee Hour 

             Blood pressure check 

12:30   Confirmation meeting 

4:00     MOB:  Mid High 

5:00     MOB:  Sr High 

             Kerygma 

 

Monday, October 18 

6:00 p.m. Progress not Perfection   

                         (Al Anon) 

7:00 p.m. Al Anon 

                  Cub Scout Pack #36 (den) 

                  Sycamore Group 

7:30 p.m. Borton Group (AA) 

                   Boy Scout Troop #403 

 

Tuesday, October 19 

1:00 p.m.   Iris Circle:  Book Club 

                 (Carolyn Vrtunski’s) 

6:30 p.m.   Kerygma:  Art Group 

7:00 p.m.   Cub Scout Pack #36 (dens) 

  

 

Wednesday, October 20 

7:30 a.m.   Bible and Bagels 

10:00 a.m. TOWER collators 

12:30 p.m. Bullshevicks (at Wellington’s) 

5:45 p.m.   Yoga 

6:30 p.m.   NOAH meeting 

 

Thursday, October 21 

6:20 p.m.    Voices in Bronze 

7:30 p.m.   Chancel Choir 

       

Friday, October 22 

9:30 a.m. Al Anon 

 

Saturday, October 23 

5:00 p.m.  Family Halloween Party  

 

Sunday, Oct. 24 

8:15     Nominating Committee 

9:15     Child care begins 

9:30     Adult and Youth Education 

             Descant Choir 

10:15   Descant Choir Activity 

10:30   Chancel Choir 

              Continental Breakfast 

11:00   WORSHIP 

             Children in Worship 

             Little Explorers 

11:15   Pathways to the Promise Land 

12:15   Coffee Hour 

             Sine Nomine Choir 

             Stewardship Luncheon 

5:00     MOB:  Sr High 

             Kerygma 

             Faith Leader 
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Nehemiah 13: 1-3, 23-27 

On that day they read from the book of Moses in the hearing of the people; and in 
it was found written that no Ammonite or Moabite should ever enter the assembly 
of God, because they did not meet the Israelites with bread and water, but hired 
Balaam against them to curse them—yet our God turned the curse into a blessing. 
When the people heard the law, they separated from Israel all those of foreign 
descent.  

In those days also I saw Jews who had married women of Ashdod, Ammon, and 
Moab; and half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod, and they could 
not speak the language of Judah, but spoke the language of various peoples. And I 
contended with them and cursed them and beat some of them and pulled out their 
hair; and I made them take an oath in the name of God, saying, “You shall not 
give your daughters to their sons, or take their daughters for your sons or for 
yourselves. Did not King Solomon of Israel sin on account of such women? 
Among the many nations there was no king like him, and he was beloved by his 
God, and God made him king over all Israel; nevertheless, foreign women made 
even him to sin. Shall we then listen to you and do all this great evil and act 
treacherously against our God by marrying foreign women?”  

Ruth 1: 1-9, 14-18, 22 

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a certain 
man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he and his wife 
and two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife 
Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion; they were 
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the country of Moab and 
remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she was left with 
her two sons. These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and the 
name of the other Ruth. When they had lived there about ten years, both Mahlon 
and Chilion also died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her 
husband.  
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Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, 
for she had heard in the country of Moab that the LORD had considered his people 
and given them food. So she set out from the place where she had been living, she 
and her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way to go back to the land 
of Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back each of you to 
your mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with 
the dead and with me. The LORD grant that you may find security, each of you in 
the house of your husband.” Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. Then 
they wept aloud again. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. So 
she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; 
return after your sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you or to 
turn back from following you! Where you go, I will go; Where you lodge, I will 
lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I 
will die— there will I be buried. May the LORD do thus and so to me, and more as 
well, if even death parts me from you!” When Naomi saw that she was 
determined to go with her, she said no more to her. So Naomi returned together 
with Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, who came back with her from the 
country of Moab. They came to Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest.  

 


