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Service of Worship 

April 1, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. 

Palm Sunday 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship.   

If you are visiting, please print your name on a name tag  

and wear it so that we might greet you.  Large print editions of the Bible,  

the Hymnal, and today’s bulletin as well as hearing devices  

are available from the ushers on request. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Prayer of Preparation 
Lord Jesus Christ, you called your disciples to go forward with you on the way to the cross.  Since 

you first walked that road countless millions have followed you.  In all that we do as your 

disciples, save us from false familiarity with your journey.  May we never presume to step into 

your shoes, but make us small enough to fit our own, and to walk in awe and wonder behind 

you.  Amen. 

 

Welcome 

Prelude C. Duebber 

“He Is Coming” 

Cherub Choir;  Beth Zych, director 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Greeting Our God with Joy 
Call to Worship   Kate Monaghan 

Leader:  Humble and riding on a donkey,  

All:   We greet you. 

Leader:  Acclaimed by crowds and caroled by children,  

All:  We cheer you. 

Leader:  Moving from the peace of the countryside to the corridors of power,  

All:  We salute you, Christ our Lord. 

Leader: You are giving the beast of burden a new dignity; you are giving majesty a new face; 

you are giving those who long for redemption a new song to sing.  

All:  With them, with heart and voice, we shout: “HOSANNA!”  

 



 

 

* Processional  Hymn  

Congregation, please sing refrain:

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Renewing Our Relationship with God 

Prayer of Confession 

Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, over the broken glass of our world, the rumors meant to hurt, the 

prejudice meant to wound, the weapons meant to kill, ride on.

All:  Trampling our attempts at disaster into dust, r

Leader: Over the distance which separates us from 

unkept promises, in second-best obedience,  ride on.

All:   Until you touch and heal us, who feel for no one but ourselves

majesty.  

Leader: Through the back streets where human life festers and love runs cold

All:  Bring hope and dignity where most send scorn and silence. Ride on in majesty. 

Leader: For you, O Christ, do care and must show us how.  

All:  On our own, our ambitions rival your summons.  But in your company and at 

your side, we might yet help to bandage and heal the wounds of the world.  Ride 

on in majesty and take us with you. Amen. 

 

Time of Silent Confession 

Kyrie eleison  (Lord, have mercy) 
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Congregation, please sing refrain: 

 

Rev. Clover Beal

ist, over the broken glass of our world, the rumors meant to hurt, the 

prejudice meant to wound, the weapons meant to kill, ride on. 

attempts at disaster into dust, ride on in majesty.  

Over the distance which separates us from you, measurable in half truths, in 

best obedience,  ride on. 

Until you touch and heal us, who feel for no one but ourselves, ride on in 

Through the back streets where human life festers and love runs cold, ride on. 

Bring hope and dignity where most send scorn and silence. Ride on in majesty.  

 

On our own, our ambitions rival your summons.  But in your company and at 

t help to bandage and heal the wounds of the world.  Ride 

Merbecke

 

Rev. Clover Beal 

Merbecke 
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÷ ÷ ÷ Affirming the Good News in Our Lives 
Assurance of Pardon 

* Response   

“Be Still and Know” 

All sing first time;  second time, men begin  

and women enter one measure later 

 

Anthem  S. African trad., arr. N. Grundahl 

“Sing Hosanna” 

÷ ÷ ÷ Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 
Minute for Mission Elder Laura Steiner 

“One Great Hour of Sharing” 

* Hymn No. 80  

“Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

Children in Pathways may leave during the hymn 

Prayer requests may be passed to the ushers during this hymn 

Scripture Lesson Mark 11: 11-24 

 After the reading 

 Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon   Dr. John Lentz 

“Cursing the Great Divide” 

Prayers of the People 
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Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our 

debts as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

Ritual of Friendship   all are asked to sign as a record of attendance 

Offertory M. Ryan 

“And He Never Said a Word” 

Voices in Bronze 

This handbell piece combines two Holy Week hymns,  

“O Sacred Head Now Wounded” and “He Never Said a Mumbalin’ Word” 

* The Response     Hymn No. 428 

We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Going Forth to Live as God’s People 
* Closing Hymn No. 91  

“Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!” 

* Commission and Blessing 

Recessional Taizé 

“Ubi Caritas” 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Parish Notes 
Chancel Flowers 

Today’s flowers are given in honor of those who serve in the military;  and by Barbara Hansen in 

loving memory of Lamont Hansen and Ethel Van Fleet. 

 

Prayer Concerns this Week   

Prayers are requested this week for the following: 

Ruth Brickel, Bill Burdick, Bill Currie, Marian Frederick, Ron and Florence Klein, Grace Uhle, 

Debbie Ungemach 
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Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: 

Pat and Fran Drake, Betty Farnfield, Marilyn Gifford, Dorothy Hales, Elizabeth Kosnik, Emelia 

McGuire, Merdine T. Morris, Joyce Peters, Anne Taylor 

We invite you to write prayer requests on a slip of paper from the envelope rack and pass it to 

an usher during the singing of the middle hymn, to be included in the prayers later in the 

service. Lists of ongoing prayer concerns are in each month’s TOWER. 

 

This Month’s Ushers  

Kevin Stauffer, Lead Usher; Joe Andrews, Nick Baumgartner, Charles Ishler, Jane Ishler, Kate 

Monaghan, Daryl Musick, Victoria Sampson.  Roger Heineman, Head Usher 

 

Nursery care for babies and young children is available on the second floor of the Monticello 

Wing. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Announcements 
TODAY 

Welcome Visitors! 

We’re looking forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may have.  Visitor 

welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex.   

 

Swing to the Lord a New Song 

Tonight at 7:30 pm is our annual Swing to the Lord a New Song jazz vespers service!  The 

Chancel, Sine Nomine, Descant and congregational choirs will be accompanied by a jazz combo 

from the Cleveland Jazz Orchestra – world-class players.  A new song (“In Remembrance”), 

written in memory of Anne Wilson’s father (Bill Ferguson) will be sung by a gifted young singer 

named Taylor Young (a junior at Heights High).  The evening will conclude with a festive 

reception coordinated by Morag Keefe.  Please invite friends! 

 

Today Is Hunger Sunday 

Any cash or checks in envelopes marked Hunger will be used 100% for support of hunger 

programs.  Each month we send the money to the Heights Emergency Food Cupboard (Disciples 

Church, Cleveland Hts.), the New Covenant Lutheran Church Hunger Center (East Cleveland), 

and the Presbyterian Hunger Program in Haiti.  
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THIS WEEK and NEXT SUNDAY 

Bible and Bagels  

Bible and Bagels meets Wednesdays from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. in the Jin Room. All are welcome!  

The lesson this week is Mark 14:1 - 15:47. 

 

FHC Holy Week and Easter Schedule 

Maundy Thursday, April 5 

 6:30 pm   Dinner  

(reservations required;  contact church office or use the form on p. 12) 

 7:30 pm  Service of Tenebrae (childcare available) 

Good Friday, April 6 

 12:00 pm  Worship (Sanctuary;  childcare available) 

Easter, April 8  Classes and children’s choirs will not meet 

 9:00 am Childcare begins    

  Worship (chapel):  Communion 

 9:30 am   Youth Bake Sale begins 

 11:00 am Worship (Sanctuary):  Communion 

    

LOOKING AHEAD  

All Church Spring Workday 

Saturday, April 14,  starting at 9:00 am  

The primary tasks will be washing windows and screens, and installing screens – supplies will be 

provided.  Garden and grounds work includes spring cleanup and spreading mulch – please bring 

gloves and favorite garden tools. 

Everyone is invited!  Lunch will be served at 12:30.  RSVP to Dave Hunter 

(dhunter10@sbcglobal.net or 216-533-5728) 

 

Haiti Trip 

On Tuesday, April 10 Ralph Jean-Mary, Kermit Lind, Deanne and John Lentz, Anne and Jeff 

Smith, Stephen Sedam and Virginia Weiss will travel to Haiti.  The purpose of their trip is to visit 

projects and programs supported by the PC(USA) and other denominations (Catholic, Methodist, 

Episcopal).  The hope is to establish ongoing relationships with the Haitian people so that in the 

future, members of FHC can deepen their faith and share in transformative travel experiences.  

This trip is supported by the Ministry of Justice and Mission.  A brief commissioning service will 

be held during worship on Easter.  Please pray for this team, for Forest Hill Church and for its 

missions. 
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Care Group 

The Jericho Care Group is responsible for meeting members’ needs during April.  Please call the 

church office to report an illness, hospitalization, family emergency, birth or death.  Information 

will then be passed on to the Care Group leaders. 

� Members of this month’s Care Group are: 

Carol Phillips, Deacon Leader 

Janet Banis 

Nick & Phyllis Baumgartner 

Jennifer Blakeney, Marius Juodisius & family 

Jack & Mary Ann Breisch 

Robert & Wendy Brock & family 

David & Kate Burleigh & family 

Joseph & Janet Dauer 

Larry Dorod 

Marj Drollinger 

John DuGard 

Bev Gairing 

Elizabeth Farnfield 

Tom & Paula Harvey 

Alec & Nancy Jamieson 

Eunice Manu  

Carol Phillips & family 

Sampson Tedunjaiye & Victoria Sampson & family 

Jean Seeley 

Chuck & Lora Smith & family 

JT & Sarah Tan & family 

Ann Tutton 

Liz Wollaeger & family 

 

Social Groups and Circles 

The Group (singles and couples 60s – 70s) 

A Night on the Town, April 14:  Check out The Wine Spot, a new store at 2271 Lee Rd (the old 

Seitz-Agin Hardware) in Cleveland Hts.  We will have wine tasting ($10 each) from 6:00 to 7:00 

pm, and then walk across the street to the Tavern Co. for dinner.  If you still have room for 

dessert we can walk back across the street (again) to Sweetie Fry for ice cream.  Reservations 

are needed for the wine tasting and dinner.  Please contact Cathy Ghiandoni (216-691-1905 or 

cgghiandoni@aol.com) by Tuesday, April 10. 

 

Softball Time! 

Spring is here and that can only mean one thing –  Softball!  Forest Hill Church softball returns to 

defend their 5 consecutive championships in the Heights Church softball league.  All current 

players, please pay the $50 dues to Scott Lafferty.  Any new members or visitors wishing to join, 

please contact Scott Lafferty (swlaff@sbcglobal.net or 440-449-2361)  or Jason Hidek (440-264-

3296 or jason.hidek@att.net).    
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Enough:  Discovering Joy through Simplicity and Generosity 

Sunday evenings at 5 pm, beginning April 22 

Join Dr. Lentz and Clayton Minder (chair of the Stewardship Ministry) as they lead a 

congregational study of the curriculum written by the Rev. Adam Hamilton.  Together we will 

have a courageous conversation about money – how it can be a source of great good, but also a 

source of all-encompassing misery.  The program will be held Sunday evening from 5 – 7 pm, 

April 22 –  May 27.  The cost is $15 (for a book, and to help defray the cost of the DVD 

curriculum).  Contact the office by April 12 to reserve your place. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷  Youth News 
Today:  Mid and Sr High classes meet from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  

      Sine Nomine Choir will rehearse in the chapel after worship. 

This Week:  Bake Night, April 6 – watch for details 

Remember the bake sale on Sunday! 

÷ ÷ ÷  The Lessons 
Next Sunday:  Acts 10:34-43;  Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24;  1 Corinthians 15: 1-11;  John 20:  1-8.  As 

part of your daily devotions, read the lessons.  What image or word catches your attention?  

How do they settle or challenge you?  Keep notes of your observations in a journal.  Set aside 

part of each day for prayer and study.  Links to the readings for each Sunday appear on the 

church’s Facebook page, the Upcoming Sundays page of our website    

(http://www.fhcpresb.org/worship-music/upcoming-sundays/), and on the “Sundays in April” 

page of the TOWER. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷  FHC Staff Emails and Phone Extensions 
Program Staff 

  Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.  /  pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org ext. 200 

  Rev. Clover Beal  /  pastorbeal@fhcpresb.org  ext 201 

  Liz Wollaeger / lizw@fhcpresb.org  ext. 206   

  Anne Wilson  /  annew@fhcpresb.org  ext. 208 

  Kristen Otte / kristeno@fhcpresb.org  ext. 207 

 

Office Staff 

  Becky Austin  /  beckya@fhcpresb.org   ext 203 

  Lynda Bernays  /  office@fhcpresb.org    ext 202 

  Stavros Gazis  /  office@fhcpresb.org     ext 202 
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A note about today’s palms, from PC(USA): 

We’re having less of an environmental impact this Lenten season by using Eco Palms from 

PC(USA)’s Enough for Everyone Ministry Office. 

 

Consider this: 

• Approximately 300 million palm fronds are consumed in the United States annually.  

• A congregation of 1,250 members orders approximately 700 fronds for Palm Sunday 

services.  

• Eco-palms are purchased directly from harvesters at 5 to 6 times the normal payment 

per frond. Our purchase of eco-palms helps improve standards of living and protect 

forests.  

Palm-producing areas tend to be the home of poorer segments of the rural population where 

people rely heavily on the palm harvest for income. Although purchases of palms in the U.S. may 

reach as high as $4.5 million each year, the palm harvesters themselves earn very little. 

  

Harvesting palm products is an important source of supplemental income for many indigenous 

families and communities in Guatemala and Mexico. However, over-harvesting palm can 

threaten the livelihood of these communities as well as the forests where the palm plants thrive 

and provide the shade required by the palms. 
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Mark 11: 11-24 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 

everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.  

On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig 

tree in leaf, he went to see whether perhaps he would find anything on it. When he came to it, 

he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. He said to it, “May no one ever 

eat fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard it.  

Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who 

were selling and those who were buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the 

money changers and the seats of those who sold doves; and he would not allow anyone to carry 

anything through the temple. He was teaching and saying, “Is it not written,  

‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? 

But you have made it a den of robbers.” 

And when the chief priests and the scribes heard it, they kept looking for a way to kill him; for 

they were afraid of him, because the whole crowd was spellbound by his teaching. And when 

evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city.  

In the morning as they passed by, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. Then Peter 

remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” Jesus 

answered them, “Have faith in God. Truly I tell you, if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and 

thrown into the sea,’ and if you do not doubt in your heart, but believe that what you say will 

come to pass, it will be done for you. So I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that 

you have received it, and it will be yours.  
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÷ ÷ ÷Calendar:  April 1 - 8, 2012  

Sunday, April 1 

Palm Sunday 

9:00   Child care begins           

9:30   Descant Choir 

           Adult and Youth Education 

           Descant Choir 

10:15 Descant Choir activity 

           Cherub Choir 

10:30 Continental Breakfast          

11:00  WORSHIP 

            Children in Worship 

            Little Explorers 

11:15 Pathways to the Promise Land  

12:15  Coffee hour 

5:00    Faith Leader 

 7:30   Swing to the Lord a New Song 

            Reception following 

           

Monday, April 2 

6:00 pm  Progress not Perfection (AA)                                 

7:00 pm   Al Anon                  

7:30 pm   Borton Group (AA) 

                  Boy Scout Troup #403 

 

Tuesday, April 3 

7:00 pm  Cub Scout Pack #36 

                 Youth Core Team mtg 

Wednesday, April 4 

7:30 am  Bible and Bagels 

 

Thursday, April 5   

Maundy Thursday 

6:30 pm   Dinner 

7:30 pm   Worship 

 8:30 pm  Chancel Choir 

                 

Friday, April 6 

Good Friday 

9:30 am    Al Anon 

12:00 pm  Worship 

 

Saturday, April 7 

8:00 am    Men’s Group 

 

Sunday, April 8 

Easter 

9:00    Child care begins           

            Worship:  Communion 

9:30    Bake Sale begins 

10:30  Continental Breakfast 

11:00  WORSHIP:  Communion 

12:15  Coffee hour & Bake Sale 
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I/We plan to come for supper on Maundy Thursday,  April 5 at 6:30 pm 

 

Name__________________________________________________ 

 

Number:  _____________adults     _____________children 

 

Do you need child care (available for children 5 and under?)_______ 

Please place this in the offering, or contact the church office 

If you have already replied by email there is no need to reply again 

 


