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Service of Worship 

March 11, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. 

The Third Sunday in the Season of Lent 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship.   
If you are visiting, please print your name on a name tag  

and wear it so that we might greet you.  Large print editions of the Bible,  

the Hymnal, and today’s bulletin as well as hearing devices  

are available from the ushers on request. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Prayer of Preparation 

I cannot cause light.  The most I can do is put myself in the path of its beam. 

Annie Dillard 

Welcome 

Prelude A. Wilson 

“Prologue (from Song of Hope)” 

Choral Introit  

÷ ÷ ÷ Greeting Our God with Joy  
Call to Worship   Elder Todd Webster 

Leader:  In hope, longing, 

People:  We come together. 

Leader:  In trust, community, 

People:  We come together. 

Leader:  In many moods, in many shapes and sizes, 

People:  We come together this Lenten season. 

Leader:  Let us pray:  Remind us, O Creator, that life is worth living, that the struggle for justice 

is worth undertaking, that love and action are one. 

People:  Amen.  Let us worship God! 

* Processional  Hymn No. 370 

“Just As I Am, Without One Plea” 
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÷ ÷ ÷ Renewing Our Relationship with God 

Prayer of Confession  Dr. John Lentz 

Leader:  Eternal God, maker of the skies above 

                Lowly Christ, born amidst the growing earth 

                Spirit of life, wind over the glowing waters, in earth, sea and sky, you are present 

with us. 

People:  O hidden mystery; sun behind all suns, soul behind all souls, in everything we touch, 

in everyone we meet, your presence is around us, and we give you thanks. We have 

not touched but trampled you in creation.  We have not met but missed you in one 

another.  We have not received but rejected you in the poor.  Forgive us.  

Time of Silent Confession 

Kyrie eleison  (Lord, have mercy)   Paraguay 

Leader:  Hear now the words of Jesus for all who seek to renew their lives: Your sins are 

forgiven.  Go in peace; come and follow me.  

People:  Lead us now, O God, to acknowledge your costly generosity by living as forgiven 

people, until heaven and earth rejoice and the whole earth cries “Glory!”  through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Affirming the Good News in Our Lives 
Assurance of Pardon 

* Response   

“Be Still and Know” 

All sing first time;  second time, men begin  

and women enter one measure later 

 

Anthem  spiritual 

“I Want to Be Ready” 

Sine Nomine Choir 
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÷ ÷ ÷ Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 
* Hymn No. 350   

“Fill My Cup” 

Prayer requests may be passed to the ushers during this hymn 

Scripture Lesson  

 After the reading 

 Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon   Rev. Clover Reuter Beal 

“Costly Generosity” 

Prayers of the People 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our 

debts as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

Ritual of Friendship        all are asked to sign as a record of attendance 

Offertory  

“Libera me, Domine (from Requiem)” 

sung in Latin 

Deliver me, O Lord, from death eternal. 

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon them. 

*The Response     

We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
÷ ÷ ÷ Going Forth to Live as God’s People 
* Closing Hymn  

“The Servant Song” 

Please see p. 5 

* Commission and Blessing 

*  Choral Benediction 



 

 

*  Passing of the Peace 

÷ ÷ ÷ Postlude  
“Finale (Symphony 1)”

 

÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷
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L. Vierne 

“Finale (Symphony 1)” 

÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ 
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÷ ÷ ÷ Parish Notes 
Chancel Flowers 

The flowers today are given by Ellen McChesney and Carol and Jeff Phillips in loving memory of 

Clarence and Marjorie McChesney and Glen and Margaret Phillips;  by Marilyn Gifford in 

memory of her husband Dick;  and by Jack Prentice in memory of Ricky Prentice. 

 

Prayer Concerns this Week   

Prayers are requested this week for the following: 

Ruth Brickel, Bill Currie, Marian Frederick, Barbara Hansen, Ron and Florence Klein, Carol Scott, 

Grace Uhle, Debbie Ungemach 

 

Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: 

Pat and Fran Drake, Rose Eaton, Betty Farnfield, Marilyn Gifford, Dorothy Hales, Elizabeth 

Kosnik, Merdine T. Morris, Joyce Peters, Anne Taylor 

 

The memorial service for Robert Bielek will be held at FHC on Saturday, March 17 at 2 pm.  

Please keep Bob’s wife Joanne and all the Bielek family in your prayers. 

 

We invite you to write prayer requests on a slip of paper from the envelope rack and pass it to 

an usher during the singing of the middle hymn, to be included in the prayers later in the 

service. Lists of ongoing prayer concerns are in each month’s TOWER. 

 

This Month’s Ushers  

Scott Peters, Lead Usher; Tish Van Beers-Klein, assistant lead; Amy Davis, Chris Davis, Brian 

Klein, Jim Roosa, Ayodele Solaru.   Roger Heineman, Head Usher 

 

Nursery care for babies and young children is available on the second floor of the Monticello 

Wing. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Announcements 
TODAY 

Welcome Visitors! 

Please stop by the Visitor Information table in the Courtyard Foyer following worship.  We’re 

looking forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may have.  Visitor welcome 

bags are available in the foyers and the narthex.   
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THIS WEEK 

Bible and Bagels  

Bible and Bagels meets Wednesdays from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. in the Jin Room. All are welcome!  

The lesson this week is Mark 13: 1-13. 

 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Adult Education, 9:30 in South Hall 

The Kerygma study of Mark’s gospel continues.  The Zych-Eloff small group meets in Bodwell 

Hall, and the open large group meets in South Hall. 

 

Arts-Enhanced Liturgies Continue 

The monthly series of arts-enhanced liturgies continues on Sunday, March 18 as we celebrate 

the spirituality of drama.  Expect surprises next Sunday as we explore innovative ways of using 

our church space and presenting our lessons of the day. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD  

Care Group 

The Bethlehem Care Group is responsible for meeting members’ needs during March.  Please 

call the church office to report an illness, hospitalization, family emergency, birth or death.  

Information will then be passed on to the Care Group leaders. 

� Members of this month’s Care Group are: 

Julie Waring, Deacon leader 

Jon Adams, Pam Conover  

Katie & Chris Batcheller 

Dick Bloomquist 

Carole Boyd 

Clarence & Elsie Boyd 

Kay & Bill Currie 

Peter & Kathryn Eloff 

Sharon Hansen 

Jenny Himmelman & family 

Joan Kandare 

Morag & Tom Keefe 

Elizabeth Kosnik 

Karen & Clyde Loughridge 

Bethany & Joe Pinzone 

Ron Register 

Jean Reinhold 

Baldwin Sawyer 

Mollie & Dick Secor 

Laura & Kevin Steiner 

Dorothy Turick 

Carolyn Vrtunski 

Mark & Julie Waring 

Beth & Tom Zych & family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8

Haiti Trip News:  Where Do Your Mission Dollars Go? 

Pix Mahler, PCUSA Haiti Regional Liaison, will address the congregation on "Better 

Together" World Mission in the PCUSA on Sunday, March 25 after worship.  She will also share a 

visual presentation on Haiti.  This will be a unique opportunity to learn about where your dollars 

go in the world as well as to learn about projects in Haiti that the PCUSA supports. This will be a 

rich and informative time. Children and adults are encouraged to attend. 

 

Social Groups and Circles 

Hilltoppers (retired singles and couples) 

We will meet at 1:30 pm in South Hall on Friday, March 16.  Stan Austin, Superintendent of the 

Cuyahoga Valley National Park, will speak to us about our “local” national park. Refreshments 

will be served.  For more information, please contact Lucy Conde (216-382-5177).  All are 

welcome! 

Iris Circle (all women of the church) 

We will meet in the church parking lot on Tuesday, March 20 at 11:00 am to carpool to the 

Botanical Garden to see Orchid Mania and have lunch at the Café at the Botanical Garden.  Bring 

your membership card if you are a member of the Botanical Garden.  We will have a few guest 

passes; otherwise admission is $9.50.  Time to think spring, come join us!  Questions, please call 

Betty Clark (216 531-3575). 

 

Nursery Volunteers Needed 

Where can you eat animal crackers, hold a baby, play with blocks, sit in a rocker and read a story 

book and listen to the worship service? In our nursery, that’s where! Our nursery is in need of 

volunteers for the spring months. Please sign up in the nursery or contact Liz Wollaeger for 

more information. Your time and efforts will be much appreciated. 

 

Welcome Home: 

A Program of Family Promise of Greater Cleveland 

Family Promise strives to help families settle into their new homes by providing some of the 

essentials for a family in a new apartment.  One Saturday each month, a group of volunteers 

picks up furniture from donors and delivers it to families just getting settled.  Any gently used 

furniture is appreciated;  beds are always in demand.  Contact Gina Morris by calling the Family 

Promise office (216-767-4060). 

 

Hospitality Teams Needed 

Can you help set up and serve at one or more of the remaining Lenten suppers (March 21 and 

April 5)?  Helpers are needed at 5 pm.  Please contact the church office.  Thanks to those who 

have already offered their time. 
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÷ ÷ ÷  Youth News 
Today:  Mid and Sr High classes meet from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  

               Sine Nomine Choir will rehearse in the chapel after worship today. 

Sunday:  CONVERGE!, this Sunday at 7 pm at First Baptist Church. 

Looking Ahead:  All youth are invited to go see The Hunger Games on March 24, time and place 

to be announced. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷  The Lessons 
Next Sunday:  Numbers 21: 4-9;  Psalm 107: 1-3, 17-22;  Ephesians 2: 1-10;  John 3: 14-21.  As 

part of your daily devotions, read the lessons.  What image or word catches your attention?  

How do they settle or challenge you?  Keep notes of your observations in a journal.  Set aside 

part of each day for prayer and study.  Links to the readings for each Sunday appear on the 

church’s Facebook page, the Upcoming Sundays page of our website    

(http://www.fhcpresb.org/worship-music/upcoming-sundays/), and on the “Sundays in March” 

page of the TOWER. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷  FHC Staff Emails and Phone Extensions 
Program Staff 

  Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.  /  pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org ext. 200 

  Rev. Clover Beal  /  pastorbeal@fhcpresb.org  ext 201 

  Liz Wollaeger / lizw@fhcpresb.org  ext. 206   

  Anne Wilson  /  annew@fhcpresb.org  ext. 208 

  Kristen Otte / kristeno@fhcpresb.org  ext. 207 

 

Office Staff 

  Becky Austin  /  beckya@fhcpresb.org   ext 203 

  Lynda Bernays  /  office@fhcpresb.org    ext 202 

  Stavros Gazis  /  office@fhcpresb.org     ext 202 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ 
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Mark 14: 1-11 

It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and 

the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; for they said, “Not 

during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.”  

While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman came 

with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the 

ointment on his head. But some were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the 

ointment wasted in this way? For this ointment could have been sold for more than three 

hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.” And they scolded her. But Jesus said, “Let 

her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a good service for me. For you always 

have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will 

not always have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its 

burial. Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has 

done will be told in remembrance of her.”  

Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray him 

to them. When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to give him money. So he 

began to look for an opportunity to betray him.  
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÷ ÷ ÷Calendar:  March 11 - 18, 2012  
 

Sunday, March 11:  3 Lent 

Daylight Saving Time begins 

9:00   Child care begins  

           Exploring Membership class          

9:30   Descant Choir 

           Adult and Youth Education 

           Descant Choir 

10:15 Descant Choir activity 

10:30 Continental Breakfast         

11:00  WORSHIP 

            Children in Worship 

            Little Explorers 

            Pathways to the Promise Land  

12:15  Coffee hour 

            Sine Nomine Choir 

4:30    Boy Scout Troop #403 Dinner 

5:00    Faith Leader 

7:00    Youth:  CONVERGE!  

                 at Fairmount Baptist Church 

 

Monday, March 12 

6:00 pm    Progress not Perfection (AA) 

7:00 pm   Al Anon                  

7:30 pm   Borton Group (AA) 

                  Boy Scout Troup #403 

 

Tuesday, March 13 

7:00 pm  Cub Scout Pack #36 

 

Wednesday, March 14 

7:30 am  Bible and Bagels 

7:00 pm  Ministries meet 

Thursday, March 15 

6:20 pm  Voices in Bronze 

7:30 pm  Chancel Choir 

                  

Friday, March 16 

7:00 am  TOWER deadline 

9:30 am    Al Anon 

1:30 pm    Hilltoppers:  Stan Austin,  

Director of Cuyahoga Valley National Park,  

speaker 

 

Saturday, March 17 

8:00 am  Men’s Group 

2:00 pm  Memorial Service for 

                            Robert Bielek 

 

Sunday, March 18:  4 Lent 

8:00   Nominating Comm. mtg 

9:00   Child care begins           

9:30   Descant Choir 

           Adult and Youth Education 

           Descant Choir 

10:15 Descant Choir activity 

10:30 Continental Breakfast         

11:00  WORSHIP 

            Children in Worship 

            Little Explorers 

11:15  Pathways to the Promise Land  

12:15  Coffee hour 

            Cleveland Hts Forum 

5:00    Faith Leader 
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Lent 2012 
Care of the Earth, Care of Self 

“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,  
the world, and those who live in it.”  (Psalm 24:1) 

 
Join us this Lenten season in simplifying your life, 
taking care of the earth and taking care of yourself. 

 
Pick up a copy of the 2012 Lenten Carbon Fast,  

or access it on the website. 
 

Take part in these Lenten evening programs: 
 

Wednesday, March 21:  6:30 Light supper, 7:30 Worship   
 Children’s Program;  Child care will be available 
 
Maundy Thursday, April 5:  6:30 Light supper, 7:30 Worship 
 Child care will be available 
 
Good Friday, April 6:  12:00 pm  Worship in the Chapel 
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