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Service of Worship 
March 10, 2013 at 11:00 a.m. 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship.   

If you are visiting, please join us in wearing a name tag so that we might greet you. 

Our ushers are ready to help! They have large print editions of the Bible, Hymnal, 

and today’s bulletin, and hearing devices. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Prayer of Preparation 

Gracious God, as we prepare ourselves for worship this morning, make us 

brave to open all that we are and do to your word and your work. Help us to 

trust that when we come to you “just as we are” you receive us “just as you 

are.” In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Welcome 

Prelude   Felix Mendelssohn 

“Sonata Op.65, No. 4 in B-Flat Major, Andante religioso” 

  Lynn Balaze, guest organist 

Choral Introit  

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Greeting Our God with Joy 

Call to Worship   Elder Doris Bartlett 

Leader: Out of the depths have I cried to you, O Lord;  

  Lord, hear my cry. 

People: I wait for the Lord with all my soul;  

  I hope for the fulfillment of God's word. 

Leader: For in the Lord is love unfailing,  

  and great is God's power to set people free. 

People: I wait for the Lord with all my soul;  

  I hope for the fulfillment of God's word. 
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* Processional  Hymn No. 457  

“I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art” 

÷ ÷ ÷ Renewing Our Relationship with God 

Prayer of Confession  Elder Todd Webster 

Loving God, we confess that we often hide from you. Afraid to 

admit who we are, we fear approaching you just as we are. We do 

not recognize ourselves, and we do not know you, and so we 

wander through our lives without hope or purpose. Save us from 

self-avoidance, and from running from you. Let us allow you to 

shape us into the creative and loving people you made us to be at 

our beginning. 

 

Time of Silent Confession 

Kyrie eleison  (Lord, have mercy)  Merbecke 

÷ ÷ ÷ Affirming the Good News in Our Lives 

Declaration of Pardon 

Leader: Who is in a position to condemn? 

People: Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 

 Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 

Leader: Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 

 The old life has gone; a new life has begun 

People: In Christ we know that we are forgiven; in Christ we are at 

peace. 

 

* Response   

Come, O come and fill this temple,  

Fill this temple with the glory of the Lord. 
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÷ ÷ ÷ Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 

Scripture Lessons 

Psalm 27:1-5, 13-15 (read responsively) 

Leader: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

People: The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

Leader: When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh— 

People: my adversaries and foes—they shall stumble and fall. 

Leader: Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 

People: though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident. 

Leader: One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 

People: to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to 

behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 

Leader: For God will shelter me in the day of trouble; 

People: God will conceal me under the cover of his tent; and set me 

high on a rock. 

Leader: I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of 

the living. 

People: Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; 

wait for the Lord! 

 

Genesis 15: 1-21 

 After the readings 

 Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

* Hymn No. 333 

“Seek Ye First” 

Children in Pathways may leave during the hymn 

Prayer requests may be passed to the ushers during this hymn 

Sermon  Rev. Dean Myers 

“When Promises Come Calling” 
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Prayers of the People 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

Ritual of Friendship   all are asked to sign as a record of attendance 

Offertory  Thomas Dorsey 

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 

Shelly Jesberger, soprano; Patty Console, conductor 

* Response     Hymn No. 428 

We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

 
÷ ÷ ÷ Going Forth to Live as God’s People 
* Closing Hymn No. 172  

“My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” 

* Commission and Blessing 

*  Choral Benediction 

*  Passing of the Peace 

÷ ÷ ÷ Postlude  J. S. Bach 

“Italian concerto, BWV 971” (1
st

  movement)   

 

÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ 
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Welcome to our guest worship leaders this morning:  Lynn Balaze, 

organist, and the Rev. Dean Myers, preacher. Elder Todd Webster is this 

morning’s liturgist. 

   

Lynn Balaze holds a master’s degree  from the Cleveland Institute of 

Music and is the mother of two young daughters.  Anne Wilson is in 

Lincoln, Nebraska this weekend, serving as Youth Choir Clinician at a 

church music conference and playing a recital which will be broadcast on 

NPR. 

 

Dean Myers served as pastor of the Church of the Western Reserve in 

Pepper Pike from 1989 until 2003, when he embarked on the first of four 

interim pastorates and one temporary pastoral position.  He retired 

(except for occasional preaching) a little over a year ago. He fills his time 

with volunteer activities, writing, and singing. He and Maxine live in 

Orange Village, and are the parents of two married daughters and two 

granddaughters. John Lentz and Clover Beal are with the FHC pilgrims in 

Rome, Italy. 

 

Welcome Visitors! 

We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may 

have. Welcome bags are available throughout the building. Take one 

home with you! 
 

÷ ÷ ÷ Congregational Notes 
Chancel Flowers 

Today’s flowers are given by Ellen McChesney and Carol and Jeff Phillips 

in loving memory of Clarence and Marjorie McChesney and Glen and 

Margaret Phillips;  in memory of Marilyn and Dick Gifford by Tim and 

Carol Gifford;  and by Jack Prentice in memory of Ricky Prentice. 
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Prayer Concerns this Week   

Prayers are requested this week for the following: 

Ruth and Arthur Brickel, Ellison Chapman, Bill Currie, Dorothy Hales, 

Marian Frederick, Iris Gilbert, Ron and Florence Klein, Lissa McKinley, 

Arlene and Jack Quinn, Charles Sawyer, Mollie Secor, Debbie Ungemach.   

 

Please pray for these pilgrims who left for Rome on March 8: 

Sally Davis, John Lentz, Jon Adams, Carol Leslie, Clover and Tim Beal, Peg 

Weissbrod and Steve Marunowski, Beth Zych, Karen Loughridge, Peter 

and Kathryn Eloff, Richard and Elspeth Peterjohn, Kathy Hanna-Stauffer 

and Derry Stauffer, Paul and Katie Weissbrod, Jeanette and Bob Nemcek, 

Elizabeth Shaw, Barb Cloud, Ann and Peter Williams, Sally and Stephen 

Root. 

 

Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: 

Dick Bloomquist, Pat and Fran Drake, Marge Drollinger, Betty Farnfield, 

Elizabeth Kosnik, Emelia McGuire, Merdine T. Morris, Joyce Peters, Anne 

Taylor, Elaine Tapié. 

 

We invite you to write prayer requests on a slip of paper from the 

envelope rack and pass it to an usher during the singing of the middle 

hymn, to be included in the prayers later in the service. Lists of ongoing 

prayer concerns are in each month’s TOWER. 

 

Please welcome the newest member of the Forest Hill Church family – 

Lillian Keefe Gantner, daughter of Brynn Keefe and George Gantner, born 

March 6, 2013.  Lillian is the granddaughter of Morag and Tom Keefe and 

niece of Megan and Molly Keefe. 
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This Month’s Ushers  

Scott Peters, Lead Usher; Tish Van Beers-Klein, assistant lead; Brian Klein, 

Jim Roosa, Ayodele Solaru.  Roger Heineman, Head Usher 

 

Nursery care for babies and young children is available on the second 

floor of the Monticello Wing. 

 

Attendance last week (including Christian Education children): 258 

÷ ÷ ÷ Announcements 
TODAY 

Do You Have the Gift of Hospitality? 

Join the ushers!  We are seeking volunteers to welcome and assist 

worshippers at FHC.  If you are interested in meeting and greeting people 

and being attentive to the needs of the congregation during worship 

services, then please contact the church office or Roger Heineman, or 

stop by the usher-recruiting table in Fellowship Hall today or the next two 

Sundays. 

 

THIS WEEK 

Crib and Nursery (Infants-2 year olds):  Volunteers Needed 

The crib and nursery room is a wonderful place for our little ones to come 

and be cared for while parents are in worship. We hope all families will 

find this place to be a caring and nurturing place to leave their children.  

 

The nursery is staffed by a paid Child Care Provider with the help of 

volunteers. Please consider helping: the commitment is small, just one or 

two Sundays each quarter, and rewards are huge –  babies to hold, and of 

course a snack.  You can even listen to the worship service! Our nursery is 

in great need of volunteers for the spring months. Sign up in the nursery 

or contact Liz Wollaeger for more information. 
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Young Adults:  Interested in Bible study? 

Can’t get to Bible and Bagels?  The FHC Young Adult Group is organizing a 

Bible study.  Come to Lane and Nathan Baldwin’s on Tuesday, March 12 

at 7:30 pm.  We’ll use this first meeting to consider what we want in a 

Bible study and to talk about our spiritual gifts.  Contact Julie Wolfram 

Smith  for more information;  contact Lane Baldwin for directions.  

 

Bible and Bagels  

Bible and Bagels meets Wednesdays from 7:30 to 8:30 am in the Jin 

Room. All are welcome!  The lessons this week are Isaiah 43: 16-21 and 

John 12: 1-8. 

 

Songs for the Wilderness: A contemplative, participatory worship 

service Wednesday, March 13 at 7 pm 

This is a Taizé-inspired service fostering contemplation of our relationship 

with our Awesome God.  Take this opportunity to draw apart into God’s 

presence to draw strength amidst life's challenges, as Jesus did. Rev. 

Michelle Jean-Mary and Jennifer Blakeney are the worship leaders. 

 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Adult Education, 9:30 in South Hall 

Lenten series:   “Suffering and the Crisis of Faith” 

March 17: Elder Chris Henry: “My Journey with God through Suffering” 

March 24: Tim Beal, Ph.D., “Job and the Problem of Pain,” Part II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD  



 

 
10

Softball Season:  Just 4 more weeks! 

Spring training for Forest Hill softball is right around the corner. Players 

report in only 4 weeks. The softball team is looking for more players to 

add for the upcoming season.  All members, visitors, family, and friends 

are welcome. Contact Jason Hidek if you are interested. 

 

Care Group 

The Jericho Care Group is responsible for meeting members’ needs 

during March.  Please call the church office to report an illness, 

hospitalization, family emergency, birth or death.  Information will then 

be passed on to the Care Group leaders. 

� Members of this month’s Care Group are: 

Carol Phillips, Deacon Leader 

Janet Banis 

Nick & Phyllis Baumgartner 

Jennifer Blakeney, Marius Juodisius & family 

Jack & Mary Ann Breisch 

Robert & Wendy Brock & family 

David & Kate Burleigh & family 

Joseph & Janet Dauer 

Larry Dorod 

Marge Drollinger 

Elizabeth Farnfield 

Bev Gairing 

Tom & Paula Harvey 

Alec & Nancy Jamieson 

Eunice Manu  

Twanda Petterson 

Carol Phillips & family 

Jean Seeley 

JT & Sarah Tan & family 

Liz Wollaeger & family 

This week’s CARE Group volunteers:  Carol Phillips, continental 

breakfast;  Wendy and Robert Brock, greeters;  Carol & Drew Phillips, 

coffee hour;  Ellen McChesney, greeting card table. 

 

 

 

 

Buy Stock in Our Youth 
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This summer our youth are traveling to Leon, Nicaragua to spend a week 

serving others while learning about social justice, advocacy and poverty. 

We are selling stock to raise money for the mission trip. For a minimum 

donation of $20, investors purchase a share of one of the youth.  As an 

investor, you commit to praying for your student, and you are welcome 

to attend planning meetings and fundraisers with your youth to get to 

know him or her better. Finally, investors are invited to an ice cream 

social shortly after we return to hear about the experience in Nicaragua. 

If you are interested in purchasing stock, pick up an investment form 

from Kristen Otte. 

 

Social Groups and Circles 

Hilltoppers (retired) 

Hilltoppers will have lunch and a program on “Hunger in Our 

Neighborhood,” presented by Lorraine Ranchod of the Pantry Fellowship 

committee, on Friday, March 22 at 12:00 pm.  Lorraine will give an 

overview of the exciting recent growth of the FHC pantry food 

distribution, garden and monthly breakfast.  All are welcome – bring a 

friend.  RSVP to Betty Clark or Grace Uhle.  Please bring a few canned 

goods to donate to the pantry. 

 

Iris Circle (all women of the church) 

Iris Circle will meet on Tuesday, March 19 at 1 pm at the home of Nancy 

Grube.  We will be reviewing good books we have read over the past 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

÷ ÷ ÷  Youth News 
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Today:  Today:  Mid high and confirmation classes meet from 9:30 – 

10:30 a.m.  

  Sr highs are invited to attend Adult Education 

  Converge! 7 pm at First Baptist Church 

 

÷ ÷ ÷  The Lessons 
Today’s Scripture:   

Psalm 27:1-5, 13-15 (see p. 3) 

Genesis 15:1-21 

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do 

not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 

 

But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue 

childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram 

said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is 

to be my heir.” But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not 

be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He 

brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, 

if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 

descendants be.” And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to 

him as righteousness. 

 

Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the 

Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord God, 

how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said to him, “Bring me a 

heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years 

old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” He brought him all these and cut 

them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut 

the birds in two. And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, 

Abram drove them away. 



 

 
13

 

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep 

and terrifying darkness descended upon him. Then the Lord said to 

Abram, “Know this for certain, that your offspring shall be aliens in a land 

that is not theirs, and shall be slaves there, and they shall be oppressed 

for four hundred years; but I will bring judgment on the nation that they 

serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. As for 

yourself, you shall go to your ancestors in peace; you shall be buried in a 

good old age. And they shall come back here in the fourth generation; for 

the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 

 

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a 

flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a 

covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from 

the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, the land of the 

Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 

Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the 

Jebusites.” 

 

Next Sunday:  Isaiah 43: 16-21;  Psalm 126;   Philippians 3: 4b-14;  John 

12: 1-8.  As part of your daily devotions, read the lessons.  What image or 

word catches your attention?  How do they settle or challenge you?  

Keep notes of your observations in a journal.  Set aside part of each day 

for prayer and study.   

 

 

 

 

 

÷ ÷ ÷  FHC Staff Emails and Phone Extensions 

Program Staff 
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  Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.  /  pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org ext. 200 

  Rev. Clover Beal  /  pastorbeal@fhcpresb.org  ext 201 

  Liz Wollaeger / lizw@fhcpresb.org  ext. 206   

  Anne Wilson  /  annew@fhcpresb.org  ext. 208 

  Kristen Otte / kristeno@fhcpresb.org  ext. 207 

Office Staff 

  Becky Austin  /  beckya@fhcpresb.org   ext 203 

  Lynda Bernays  /  office@fhcpresb.org    ext 202 

  Stavros Gazis  /  office@fhcpresb.org     ext 202 

 

 
÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ 
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Songs for the Wilderness: A contemplative, participatory worship 

service Wednesday, March 13 at 7 pm 

This will be a Taizé-inspired service fostering contemplation of our 

relationship with our Awesome God.  Take this opportunity to draw apart 

into God’s presence to draw strength amidst life's challenges, as Jesus 

did. Rev. Michelle Jean-Mary and Jennifer Blakeney will be worship 

leaders. 

 

Maundy Thursday, March 28    (Please note new schedule) 

6:15 Dinner and worship:  Communion, foot-washing and Tenebrae.  

Childcare will begin at 7 pm. 

 

Good Friday, March 29 

Community Worship at St Paul’s Episcopal Church (Fairmount and 

Coventry, Cleveland Hts) –12 noon to 3:00 pm.  Heights-area pastors will 

focus on The Seven Last Words of Christ.  The service also includes 

hymns, psalms, quiet time for meditation, and choral offerings by St. 

Paul’s Senior Choir.  Worshippers are welcome for all or any part of the 

three-hour service.  John Lentz will offer a reflection this year on the First 

Word, at the outset of the service. 

 

Adult EducationAdult EducationAdult EducationAdult Education:  Suffering and the Crisis of Faith 

March 17: Elder Chris Henry: “My Journey with God through Suffering” 

Chris will speak personally about the suicide of her young adult son ten 

years ago. She will share her remarkable journey from profound grief 

toward healing and recovery through her experience of God’s partnership 

in her suffering. 

 

March 24: Tim Beal, Ph.D., “Job and the Problem of Pain,” Part II 

÷ ÷ ÷Calendar:  March 10 - 17, 2013  
Sunday, March 10 Wednesday, March 13 
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Daylight Saving Time begins 

9:00    Child care begins 

9:30    Adult Education 

            Youth Education;  Confirmation 

            Descant Choir 

10:00  Cherub Choir 

10:15  Descant Choir activity 

10:30  Continental Breakfast 

            Chancel Choir 

11:00  WORSHIP 

            Little Explorers 

            Children in Worship 

11:15  Pathways to the Promise Land 

12:15  Coffee Hour   

5:00    Faith Leader 

            Dinner:  Boy Scout Troop #403           

            Career and Calling class 

7:00    Converge! at First Baptist Church 

 

Monday, March 11 

6:00 pm Progress not Perfection (AA)         

7:00 pm Al Anon  

7:30 pm Borton Group (AA) 

                Boy Scout Troop #403 

 

Tuesday, March 12 

7:00 pm  Cub Scout Pack #36 

7:30 pm   Young Adults’ Bible study:   

                               Baldwins’ 

 

 

7:30 am  Bible and Bagels 

7:00 pm  Songs for the Wilderness 

Worship 

 

Thursday, March 14 

6:20   Voices in Bronze 

7:30   Chancel Choir 

 

Friday, March 15 

7:00 am  TOWER deadline 

9:30 am  Al Anon meeting 

 

Saturday, March 16 

8:00 am  Men’s Group 

 

Sunday, March 17 

9:00   Child care begins 

9:30   Adult Education 

           Youth Education;  Confirmation 

           Descant Choir 

10:00  Cherub Choir 

10:15  Descant Choir activity 

10:30  Continental Breakfast 

            Chancel Choir 

11:00  WORSHIP 

            Little Explorers 

            Children in Worship 

11:15  Pathways to the Promise Land 

12:15  Coffee Hour   

             Blood Pressure check 

5:00    Faith Leader          

            Career and Calling class 
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Easter Lily order form 

Name: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Number of lilies ($7 each):  ___________________ 

 

□ In memory of    ______________________________________________ 

□ In honor of    ________________________________________________ 

□ In thanksgiving for    __________________________________________ 

□ donate                    □ take them home 

     


