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Service of Worship 

May 19, 2013 at 11:00 a.m. 

Day of Pentecost 

Celebration of Confirmation, Baptism and Communion  

 
Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship.   

This morning we celebrate the Eucharist (the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, or Holy 

Communion) by intinction (dipping the bread into the cup).   We also provide a gluten-free 

alternative.   After receiving the elements you may come to the railing to receive a blessing from 

the pastors. 

 

Prayer for Preparation 

Breathe on me breath of God, fill me with life anew, that I may love what Thou dost 

love, and do what Thou wouldst do.  

 

Prelude South African praise song 

“Amavolovolo” 

Descant and Sine Nomine Choirs 

 

Call to Worship 

Edie:   In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh. 

People:  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy. 

Ben:  In those days I will pour out my Spirit and they shall prophesy. 

Edie:  I believe I have been given gifts by God that I can use to help others and make them 

happy. 

Caleb:  I believe that Christ is love for everybody. 

Claire:  I believe God is my friend. 

Hal: Some gifts that God has given me are my family, friends, and my talent as a musician. 

Katie:  I see the same love of God in Morning Star Baptist Church as I do in a European 

monastery.  

People:  Alleluia! Come Holy Spirit, come!  

Leader:  Let us worship God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Song of Praise  

 

Prayer of Profession and Confession

Katie:  I’ll be honest, when I was told that I would have to write a faith statement, I felt an 

overwhelming fear of ‘doing it wrong.’ I had trouble writing anything until I was 

reminded that I can’t really 

exclaimed my love for the devil.  Bu

Andrew:  One shouldn’t live in fear of doing the wrong thing.  You shouldn

avoid hell. 

People:   We trust in God whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign love God created the 

world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image to live in one community.  

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.  We violate the image of God 

in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature.  We 

deserve God’s condemnation.

 

Silent Confession 

 

Kyrie (Lord, have mercy) 

 

Assurance of Pardon  (unison) 

Yet God acts with justice and mercy to 

heirs with Christ of the covenant.  Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing 

child, like a father who runs to welcome t
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“Come, O Holy Spirit, Come”    

(Wa Wa Wa Emimimo) 

Prayer of Profession and Confession  

I’ll be honest, when I was told that I would have to write a faith statement, I felt an 

overwhelming fear of ‘doing it wrong.’ I had trouble writing anything until I was 

reminded that I can’t really do any of it wrong, unless of course I stood here and 

laimed my love for the devil.  But don’t worry, I won’t do that!  

One shouldn’t live in fear of doing the wrong thing.  You shouldn’t be moral just to 

We trust in God whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign love God created the 

world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image to live in one community.  

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.  We violate the image of God 

d ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature.  We 

deserve God’s condemnation.”  

 from A Brief Statement of Faith

Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. Loving us still, God makes us 

heirs with Christ of the covenant.  Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing 

child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.

Nigerian 

 

I’ll be honest, when I was told that I would have to write a faith statement, I felt an 

overwhelming fear of ‘doing it wrong.’ I had trouble writing anything until I was 

do any of it wrong, unless of course I stood here and 

’t be moral just to 

We trust in God whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign love God created the 

world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image to live in one community.  

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.  We violate the image of God 

d ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature.  We 

Pulkingham 

A Brief Statement of Faith 

redeem creation. Loving us still, God makes us 

heirs with Christ of the covenant.  Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing 

al home, God is faithful still.     
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* Gloria, Gloria No. 576   

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo!    Gloria, Gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 

2nd time, men begin;  women begin 2 measures later; 

Children and youth begin 2 measures after that. 

Confirmation 

Sacrament of Baptism for Trent Swain and Caleb Correa-Marcy 

Congregational Response 

With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you, Trent and Caleb, into Christ’s church, to 

share with us in Christ’s ministry, for we are all one in Christ. 

 

Re-affirmation of the Baptismal Covenant 

Leader: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.   

 Do you believe in God, the Creator Almighty? 

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Leader: Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

People: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended 

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead.  

Leader: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Ben:  Confirmation being called an affirmation of baptism is, I think, fitting, in the sense that it 

should be a choice that the participant makes. It is a way also to affirm my 

independence.  It is now my choice to continue on, no longer the choice of my parents.  

Hal:   I understand that God is the ruler of heaven and earth.  I also understand that he 

watches over everyone and loves all of us equally. I express my understanding of God 

every day by praying and knowing that God is there and has given me all that I have to 

be thankful for.  I express my devotion to God by trying to keep a positive attitude 

towards people every day. 

Trent:  I am a Christian and worship God.  God is the center around what happens everywhere. 

Katie:  I hope to grow in the church.  Belonging to this church is a very important thing for me 

to do now. I am ready and proud to become a member of this church. 

Claire: Confirmation is many things.  It is the building blocks you will have for the rest of your 

life. Confirmation is the beginning.  You are declaring your faith.   
 

Reception of New Members 

Scripture Lesson Acts 2: 1-4, 12-21 

Read by Ben Stadler 

Testimonies of Faith           Molly Webster, Blake Himes, Cameron Peters 
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Ritual of Friendship    all are asked to sign as a record of attendance   Claire Jesberger 

 

Offertory Chuck Marohnic 

“Listen!” 

  

* Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise God all creatures here below, 

Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

 

The Sacrament of the Lord’ Supper 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

Sanctus John Bell 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our 

debts as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Communion of the People 

Music during Communion 

 “Benedictus”  Bob Chilcott 

 “We Will Take What You Offer” John Bell 

Prayer after Communion 

Thank you for sharing your life and love with us.  Now strengthen us to be your lively 

and loving people.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit to bring good news to the 

poor and lift blind eyes to sight, to loose the chains that bind and claim your blessing 

for all people.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  AMEN. 

 

* Closing Hymn No. 514  

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” 

Steel Drum Band:  Michael Judge, Ralph Dise, Julie Wolfram Smith,  

Elizabeth Shaw, Anne Wilson 



6 

 

* Commission and Blessing 

 

*  Choral Benediction 

 

*  Passing of the Peace 

 

Postlude M. Duruflé 

  Toccata on “Come Holy Spirit” 

 
*please stand if able 

 

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

 

Welcome Visitors! 
We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may have. Visitor welcome 

bags are available in the foyers and the narthex. Take one home with you! 

 

■■■ Congregational Notes  

Today’s Worship 

Please welcome these new members, this year’s confirmation class (and Covenant Partners): 

Caleb Correa-Marcy (Steve Sedam);  Edie Duncan (Jenny Himmelman);   Blake Himes 

(Kurt Haas);  Claire Jesberger (Laura Minder);   Katie Muller-Girard (Carol Leslie);  

Cameron Peters (Leigh Henderson);  Hal Roosa (Ron Polderman);  Ben Stadler (Barry 

Hartz);  Jacob Stauffer (Brian Klein);  Trent Swain (Ron Register);  Molly Webster (Kate 

Burleigh). 

These Confirmands and Covenant Partners have been meeting each Sunday morning since 

January to learn more about our faith. They have taken part in Sunday morning classes, Bible 

studies and service projects;  they have attended another faith’s worship service and discussed 

faith statements. Please join today’s celebration of Confirmation! 

 

Trent Porter Swain, son of Vikki Nowak and Reginald Swain, will receive the sacrament of 

baptism today.  Ron Register is the Attending Elder. 

 

Caleb Correa-Marcy, son of Brooke Marcy, will also receive the sacrament of baptism today.  

Ron Register is the Attending Elder. 

 

Chancel Flowers 

The families of the confirmands offer today’s flowers in honor of the faith journeys the 

confirmands have taken together, and their commitment to be active members of Forest Hill 

Church. 
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Prayer Concerns This Week 

Prayers are requested this week for the following: 

Ruth and Arthur Brickel, Pat Chase, Marian Frederick, Iris Gilbert, Jim Gormley, Ron and 

Florence Klein, Lissa McKinley, Arlene and Jack Quinn, Charles Sawyer, Adele Skogman, Debbie 

Ungemach.   

 

Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: 

Dick Bloomquist, Bill Currie, Pat Drake, Marge Drollinger, Betty Farnfield, Elizabeth Kosnik, 

Emelia McGuire, Merdine T. Morris, Joyce Peters, Elaine Tapié,  Anne Taylor. 

 

This Month’s Ushers  

Roger Heineman, Lead and Head Usher;  Robyn Hales, Paula Harvey, Tom Harvey, Jason Hidek, 

Diane McFiggen, Tom McFiggen, Dick Peterjohn. 

 

Nursery care for babies and young children is available on the second floor of the Monticello 

Wing. 

 

Attendance last week (including Pathways children): 249 

 

■■■ Announcements 

TODAY 

Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal 

A new hymnal is being published this summer.  TODAY is the final day to make a donation of 

$20 to purchase a hymnal.  Please fill out the pink form in the pew rack and put it WITH YOUR 

PAYMENT in the offering plate or the church office to help us annotate the book plate.  Forms 

will also be available in the bulletin, pew and church office. 

 

Softball 

Today we play Church of the Saviour – B at Forest Hills Park Field #7 at 6 pm. 

 

THIS WEEK 

Bible and Bagels 

Bible and Bagels meets Wednesdays from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. in the Jin Room. All are welcome!  

The lessons this week are Proverbs 8: 1-4, 22-31;  Psalm 8;  Romans 5: 1-5;  John 16: 12-15. 

 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Positive Parenting 

The Positive Parenting group will meet again on May 26 at 9:30 am in Bodwell Hall.  We will 

watch a brief video clip and use chapter 1 of Becky Bailey’s book Easy to Love, Difficult to 

Discipline as a starting point for our discussion.  Please come whether or not you have read the 

book!  For more information, please contact Kara Patterson (karabpatterson@gmail.com). 
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LOOKING AHEAD 

Movie Night:  Lincoln 

The movie Lincoln  (produced and directed by Steven Spielberg;  starring Daniel Day-Lewis, Sally 

Fields and Tommy Lee Jones) will be shown at FHC on Friday, May 31 at 7 pm.  Popcorn, soda 

and hot dogs will be sold.  Adults and teens are welcome ( the movie is rated PG-13; the 

content may not be appropriate for younger children). 

 

Exploring Membership Class 

Are you interested in what it means to be a member of Forest Hill Church?  Are you curious 

about how we work as a congregation and as a denomination?  Do you think you might like a 

deeper level of involvement?  The next Exploring Membership class will be held on June 2 and 

June 9 from 11:30 – 1 pm.  Please contact the church office if you are interested in attending. 

 

Care Group 

The Nazareth Care Group is responsible for meeting members’ needs during May.  Please call 

the church office to report an illness, hospitalization, family emergency, birth or death.  

Information will then be passed on to the Care Group leaders. 

■ Members of this month’s Care Group are: 

Richard Peterjohn, Deacon leader 

Doris Bartlett 

Marcia Beck 

JoAnne Black 

Deborah Chapman & Lyn Hale 

Virginia Colville 

Ron & Patty Console  

Jim & Terry Daedelow 

Pat Drake 

Melinda Dus 

Beth Garrett 

Jennifer & Barry Hartz & family 

Kathryn Himmelsteib 

Callie Janor 

Audrey & Bob Kellermeyer 

Jane & Cliff Kowall 

Wafa Kuri 

Barb & Kermit Lind 

Laura Minder 

Dave & Allie Neff 

Cindy Newton 

Elspeth & Richard Peterjohn 

Scott Peters & Jeannine Gury & family 

Lois Reilly 

Eric Rich & family 

Jim Roosa & family 

Peggy Sasso 

Kevin & Laura Stauffer & family 

Kimble & Sandy True 

Megan & Peter Tzefronis & family  

Matt & Sarah Winters & family 

 

Today’s volunteers:  Ron Schmidt, continental breakfast;  Sarah Lentz, greeter 

 

Social Groups and Circles 

Young Adults (22-30s) 

The Young Adult Bible Study Group will meet on May 21 at 7:30 pm at FHC.  We will continue 

our discussion of Speaking Christian, by Marcus Borg. Please contact Julie Wolfram Smith for 

more information, or go to http://www.meetup.com/Forest-Hill-Church-20-30s-Meetup. 
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Summer Schedule 

The summer schedule begins June 2:  Childcare and Summer Choir begin at 9:30, Worship is at 

10:00 am.  Summer Pathways is at 10 am every other week beginning June 9.  Summer Bible 

study at 9:30 begins June 16. 

 

■■■ Youth News 

Today:  Mid and Sr High classes meet from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  

 The last CONVERGE of the season is TONIGHT at First Baptist Church at 7 pm. 

Next Sunday:  Car wash!  Be here at 9:30 to get ready to WASH!  

Looking Ahead:  Graduation Recognition, June 2 

 

■■■ The Lessons 

Today’s Scripture: Acts 2: 1-4, 12-21 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 

they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 

each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 

another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 

 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all 

who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not 

drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken 

through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit 

upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 

visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in 

those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the 

heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be 

turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious 

day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

 

Next Sunday:  Trinity Sunday – Proverbs 8: 1-4, 22-31;  Psalm 8;  Romans 5: 1-5;  John 16: 12-

15.  As part of your daily devotions, read the lessons.  What image or word catches your 

attention?  How do they settle or challenge you?  Keep notes of your observations in a journal.  

Set aside part of each day for prayer and study.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Summer choir begins June 2 with rehearsals held at 9:30 am every 

Sunday, before the 10 am worship service.  The music is easy to learn, and 

singers of all ages – even babes in arms – are most welcome to participate 

(or just sit with singing parents).  No hot choir robes – just come as you 

are.  Bring the whole family and experience the worship service from “the 

other side.” 
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■■■ Calendar:  May 19 - 26, 2013 

Sunday, May 19:  Pentecost 

9:15    Child care begins 

9:30    Adult Education 

            Youth Education;  Confirmation 

            Descant Choir 

10:15  Descant Choir activity 

10:30  Continental Breakfast 

            Chancel Choir 

11:00  WORSHIP:   

                  Communion and Confirmation             

            Little Explorers 

            Children in Worship 

12:15 Coffee Hour 

          Blood Pressure check 

3:00   Recital:  Students of Inna Onofrei 

3:30   The Group:  Suburban Symphony  

                                       and dinner 

6:00   Softball vs Church of the Saviour, 

                                     FHP #7 

7:00 CONVERGE at First Baptist Church 

 

Monday, May 20 

8:30 am Abundance Pantry Breakfast 

6:00 pm Progress not Perfection (AA)          

7:00 pm Al Anon  

7:30 pm Borton Group (AA)  

                Boy Scout Troop #403 

Tuesday, May 21 

7:00 pm  Cub Scout Pack #36 

7:30 pm  Young Adult Bible Study (at FHC) 

 

Wednesday, May 22 

7:30 am  Bible and Bagels 

5:00 pm  PWR Meeting (Medina PC) 

7:00 pm  Session meeting 

 

Friday, May 23 

9:30 am   Al Anon meeting 

5:30 pm   Excell graduation 

 

Sunday, May 26 

9:15   Child care begins 

9:30   Positive Parenting class 

10:30  Continental Breakfast 

           Chancel Choir 

11:00  WORSHIP                 

12:15 Coffee Hour 

6:00  Softball:  All Star Game  

 

The summer schedule begins June 2 –  

worship at 10 am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forest Hill Church, Presbyterian 
 

3031 Monticello Blvd, Cleveland Hts OH  44118 

216-321-2660        Fax:  216-320-1214 

Email:  office@fhcpresb.org        Website:  www.fhcpresb.org 

 

Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr.,  Pastor     Anne Wilson, Ministry of Music 

Rev. Clover Reuter Beal, Assoc. Pastor Liz Wollaeger, Dir. of Christian Education 

Rev. Tricia Dykers-Koenig, Parish Assoc. Kristen Otte, Director of Youth Ministries 
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2013 Confirmation Class:  Faith Statements 
 

Ben Stadler 

Faith Statement 

 

I believe God is like the angels in the movie Angels in the Outfield, in the sense that he 

is a sort of bodiless entity that has the ability to be within us and offer guidance and/or an 

increase in abilities. This becomes evident to me whenever I have a difficult decision to make, 

or some sort of hefty athletic challenge. 

 

For instance, last year, my soccer team had been fairly bad, but that season we 

miraculously came together, and managed to beat two teams that were historically better than 

us, and won the league. In the final, we faced our archrival, Agnon School, who couldn't believe 

that we had made it to the final. Just before the match started, I said a quick prayer, asking for 

the utmost focus for my teammates and especially myself, as I play goalkeeper and need it.  In 

the first half, one of my close friends and the best soccer player I know, bent in a corner kick, 

and by halftime the score was 2-1 us, in the second half, I played some of my best soccer ever, 

and one of our 6th grade players was able to score. We won 4-1. 

 

As far as Jesus goes, I would have to learn more about him than just Christmas and his 

crucifixion, as I have not received much religious education throughout my life. 

 

Confirmation being called an affirmation of baptism I think is fitting, in the sense that is 

should be and most often is a choice that the participant makes.  It makes sense to have, 

because it is a way also to affirm independence, and make known that it is now the individual's 

choice to continue on, no longer that of the individual's parents. 

 

As far as gifts go, I am extremely lucky. I am blessed with creativity, problem solving 

skills, athletic/physical ability/strength, and mental fortitude, and the ability to relate to people.  

These could be used to help people through tough situations by offering guidance, providing 

labor for people that need some sort of work done, and being an asset to the softball team. 

 

One of my most profound understandings of what God is actually comes from a Greek 

myth, but has been backed up through other sources. In this myth, Zeus and Hermes dress 

themselves as beggars, and go to a town in order to give the town a test. They go up to each 

house, knock on the door, and beg the owner to stay for a meal and possibly a place to sleep. 

All the houses but one refuse, not knowing who they are in the presence of. The last house the 

gods visit cordially accepts them, is made aware of who they are harboring, and are blessed.  To 

me, this can be directly adapted to both Jesus and God, and that looks can be deceiving and you 

never know who you're actually dealing with until you have gotten to know them. 
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Blake Himes 

Faith Statement 

 

 I believe in a Creator God who created everything in heaven and earth in his image. God 

loves us all unconditionally. He even loves us and cares for us even if we grow disconnected 

from Him. I don’t believe that God is all-controlling, but I do believe that he guides us and gives 

us everything we need. I believe God sent his only son, Jesus, down to earth. I believe Jesus was 

crucified for our sins and then rose from the dead three days later. 

 

 I believe in the existence of the Holy Spirit. I believe God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are all 

connected in a way. I imagine the Holy Spirit as a sort of mystical being that flies around making 

people do many things. 

 

 I believe the Bible was not written by God, but through God. It is Christianity’s holy text 

so I will hold it to be the truth of what happened back then. 

 

 In worship, I believe that when we pray, God hears us. He also sees us. Through prayer, 

he makes us confess our sins and become better people. I believe in two sacraments, 

Communion and Baptism. I believe these are some of the most important parts of worship.  

 

 And finally, I believe my call is to help people; to help people who are less fortunate and 

can’t help themselves. I can do this through participating in Family Promise and donating to 

charities that help to house, feed and clothe these people. I believe this was one of the reasons 

Jesus was sent to earth and I want to be as much like him in any way I can. 

 

Thank You and Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith Statement 

Hal Roosa 

 

I understand that God is the ruler of heaven and earth. I also understand that he watches over 

everyone and loves all of us equally. I express my understanding of God everyday by praying 

and knowing that God is there and has given me all that I have to be thankful for. My family, my 

home and my close friends in which God has granted. Without these, my life would not have 

meaning. God has given me a good life. To me, affirmation of baptism means to confirm or 

support the fact that you have been baptized by the Holy Spirit. Some gifts that God has given 

me are my family, my friends and my talent as a musician. The Bible helps me to strengthen my 

understanding of God and Jesus so that I may know them better. I express my devotion to God 

by trying to keep a positive attitude towards people every day. 
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Caleb Correa-Marcy 

Faith Statement 

 

I chose to do this drawing (see front cover) to represent my faith statement. My drawing shows 

a cross inside the earth filled with little hearts. The image represents how I believe that Christ is 

love for everybody. On each point of the cross you will find a symbol. The top symbol is a heart 

representing love.  On the left side there is a smiley face representing happiness. The symbol at 

the bottom is a knot representing how everyone should be united.  Lastly, in the middle you will 

find an equal sign, representing overall equality for everyone no matter your race, religion, 

sexuality, wealth, it doesn’t matter, God loves us all equally no matter what!  

 

On the outside in the stars or the galaxy, you will find everything that has been a part of my 

faith journey. First, in the top left corner you will find a picture of the Holy Bible. The Bible has 

been a big part of my faith journey during this confirmation as we read and studied and 

discussed many passages from the Bible. Below that you will see a picture of a wheelbarrow.  

This represents the service that Mr. Sedam and I completed one morning when helping with 

the cleaning and maintenance of the church. Below that picture of the wheelbarrow you will 

find a picture of a pacifier.  I put this on the drawing because this represents all the time that 

Trent and I have gone to the Nursery during church services to help with the little kids (during 

the course of our Confirmation classes). Below that there is a music note, representing music.  

Music has been a big part of my thinking about faith especially because of the rapper, 

Macklemore. Below that you will find a picture of a pitcher pouring water.  This represents that 

I am soon to be baptized, and how my baptism is a huge part in my faith journey. Below that 

water pitcher you will find a picture of our church, Forest Hill Church.  Our church is on here 

because it is the whole reason I am doing all of this. And on the top right you will find a gay 

symbol. Even though I am not gay myself, I feel that this is an important topic and that god 

loves us all no matter what. It also represents that I think gay marriage should definitely be 

legal everywhere! And then lastly you will see many question marks, these are representing 

what still has to come in my life, and as I become older what may change about my faith 

statement.  

 

Throughout my faith journey in this confirmation class I was lucky enough to have many other 

religious experiences. It all started with the first experience of going to a Buddhist temple with 

Mr. Sedam. It was a great experience! The temple is very calming with many scents, 

opportunities for meditation, and people who “live in the now” and this philosophy. The next 

experience I had was being able to go to a Hindu temple in New York City.  That was an 

incredible experience! The temple was huge. It was very different as there didn’t seem to be a 

main service. Everyone was just kind of walking around doing their own thing, worshiping and 

offering. The next was going to a municipal church here in Cleveland. It was awesome and the 

service was huge! The entire service was based off of the band U2! All these religious 

experiences were a great thing and it was very eye opening. 

 

I believe that God is not just for Christians.  In fact I feel that God looks over and loves everyone 

equally no matter what your religion is and even if you don’t believe in God. Regardless of your 
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beliefs, I believe he is always there for you, especially in times when you really need him. Now, 

people may argue that if God loves everyone, then why do bad things happen?  Someone may 

ask, “How did he let my father be shot?” Or so on. Well, the answer is easy…  God cannot 

control EVERYTHING that happens in this world. The immediate things are just out of his or 

anyone’s hands. I believe that God does his best to save lives in immediate moments. But I 

believe his main success when you have faith comes to anyone at any time to get through 

things because believe it or not the sun will rise the next day, and time is the best medicine.  

 

I also believe that, God believes in gay marriage! If two people love each other so what, let 

them be married, LEGALLY! To quote rapper Mackelmore, “God loves all of his children… is 

somehow forgotten… and we paraphrase a book written 35 hundred years ago… It’s the same 

hate that’s caused wars from religion, gender to skin color, complexion of your pigment. The 

same fight that led people to walk-outs and sit-ins. Human rights are for everybody. There is no 

difference….. When I was in a church they taught me something else… If you preach hate at the 

service those words aren’t anointed… And the holy water you soak in is then poisoned when 

everyone else is more comfortable remaining voiceless rather than fighting for humans who 

have had their rights stolen. I might not be the same but that’s not important. No freedom till 

we’re equal.” God loves all of his children equally so if two of his children love each other that 

much, to spend the rest of their lives together, he wants them to be able to be married legally 

no matter what! I believe that God modernizes and is open to new things all the time. A creator 

that looks over everything can simply not feel the same after millions and millions of years.  It’s 

as simple as that. So the next time you see a person talking poorly about gays or gay marriage 

you can know that they are an uninformed and scared person…. and God loves us all no matter 

what! If you hear someone talking bad about a race you can think the same thing! The sooner 

we realize that to God we are all equal, and the same wonderful children of God, the better this 

world will be. 

 

 

 

Jacob Stauffer 

Faith Statement 

 

I believe that God is a mystery and there is no way to understand exactly who he is. I do 

understand however that he loves us more than we can comprehend and forgives us if we are 

sorry no matter what we do. I believe God is in everything and is an influence in the life of many 

others and has an influence on my life. God understands us because he is with us. I try my best 

to see God in everything; whether it is a friend of mine or a person I have to try harder to love. 

Confirmation is an affirmation of baptism and to me that means through this sacrament we are 

renewing our view on God. There is only so much you can teach a little kid, but now that we are 

older, we can get a better understanding of God and in a sense claim our baptism as our own 

instead of something decided for us when we had no choice. God has given me a plethora of 

gifts, I am tall, athletic, understanding, I like to help, and plenty of other gifts that either I don’t 

know about yet or work deeper inside of me almost under-the-radar.  I believe that 

participating in sports is a huge help to my faith. Every day that I participate I become more 
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with God as I give all the glory to God on and off of the field or court. I try to live out the motto 

of one of the summer camps I go to which is: God first, others second, I am third. I feel that this 

has been a huge part of my athletic career and one of the only ways that I have been able to 

keep in-touch with God. 

 

 

 

Cameron Peters 

Faith Statement 

What is Faith? What is my Faith?  Where do my beliefs fit within Christianity? 

 I believe in a creator God that is all around us, one that is forgiving, kind, loving and 

understanding – even with all of human’s imperfections. I see God in the kindness of one good 

action to another, in helping those in need, in nature, in photography, and even in a small 

smile. But I believe God is also in the hard times, when you struggle to know what to do, when 

you are feeling alone, and on a grey, Cleveland, 38 degree not quite spring not quite winter day.  

An example of this was when I went to a national geographic photography show. I saw amazing 

photographs of images that captured strong people in devastating times, of events, and 

beautiful places and animals – of powerful relationships captured in a single moment. These 

images were clear and crisp and showed the beauty of God all around us.  

I believe the Bible is an important way of learning about God. Through narratives and 

poetry it is also the story of others trying to figure out and claim their own ideas of who God is. 

I believe it challenges us to question and to learn.  I believe Jesus – the son of God – shows 

examples of how to live the way God wants us to live.  One verse I like in the Bible is John 1:1 –  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things 

came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 

into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it.  

I like this verse because it shows the relationship between God and Jesus as well as the idea of 

the power of light and good, having the strength over darkness. I think this is important 

because when something bad happens it is crucial to know that that does not have to be the 

end but only a beginning.   

So, how should we live? I believe in the way Frederick Buechner said, “The place God 

calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”  It is to 

treat others and the world with love.  I believe the church is a community in which to grow and 

to learn about your faith in a safe, loving environment.  

And this is where I am right now. Confirmation for me is saying, “yes” to a beginning of 

continuing exploration of my beliefs in this community.   
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Claire Jesberger 

Faith Statement 

Confirmation is many things, but it is not when you say, this is how I believe and I'm going 

to believe this way for the rest of my life. Instead it is the building blocks you will have for the 

rest of your life. Confirmation is the beginning, it's only as the name suggests, you are 

confirming or declaring your faith. Same with scripture, it's just a way to build on to what you 

already have or already know. It is only words, wise words, true words, but just words. But to 

understand all this, you need to somewhat understand faith. To me, faith is the special trust 

you have in someone or something, that you never/don't always think about but it's always 

there no matter what. So now I am going to talk about friendship. A friend is a person who you 

trust and can put faith in, with anything and everything. Other people will describe it differently 

but, isn't that what a friend is? So if when I say this, wouldn't that mean that God is my friend. 

But, other people would say, "but he is so much better than you, you are saying that like you 

know him". Then I would reply by saying, "If he is not my friend, then what is he?" I might get a 

thousand different responses, such as, he is your teacher or your creator, or maybe even he is 

me. But then you have to ask yourself, do you trust your teacher or creator or... Do you trust 

yourself?  The answer could be yes and it could be no. But isn't that what the Holy Spirit is? Isn't 

the Holy Spirit everything? In confirmation class they asked us what the trinity was. We said 

multiple things, two of them being, "interchangeable", and "the same but different". This is 

true. Or is it? We wouldn't know because we are only human. As humans, we act like we are 

better than everything else out there, but we aren't. But, since then, I have given the trinity 

some thought and I have come up with this. God creates, in this he created us, he created 

Earth, he created Jesus. But isn't Jesus God incarnated? Jesus gives, he gave us faith, he gave us 

scripture, he gave us the Holy Spirit. By dying he became the Holy Spirit. Or maybe he just gave 

the Holy Spirit an opening into the world. The Holy Spirit fills, it fills the world with... God? Or 

maybe fills it with faith, or maybe it is with love. Like I said, we are only human. Now people 

would say, why are you being so vague after saying he is your best friend. First off, do you 

KNOW your best friend? You can say yes all you want but you don't. It's like going up to 

someone my age and saying. "Describe your understanding of God in this amount of time 

starting now." I would take a second, look at them and straight up say without any further 

hesitation, "no". You might ask, why are you in confirmation if you won't answer that question. 

And now I will ask you a question. Do you understand God? It is okay to say no. In fact, I want 

you to say no, because if you say yes, you aren't being truthful. You can't say yes to that 

question until you have reached the end, it would be impossible. I don't understand any of this 

great and mighty God is going to save us all because of how much better he is than us thing. 

Because if there is one thing that I have learned from confirmation, it's that God is an equal. 

God is obviously greater but he is equal. He doesn't save all of us, and he doesn't get rid of all of 

us. He treats us all as equals. Now, what is religion? Religion is your belief in faith, in belief, in 

EVERYTHING. It is, belief, but it is your personal belief, but it is also a community’s belief. 

Nobody believes or interprets religion or Christianity or anything in the EXACT same way. When 

you ask yourself, what is faith or grace or peace or love or understanding or the Trinity? It's like 

scripture, they help understanding but, aren't they just words? Now, ask yourself, why do you 

believe in God? Is it because of something he did for you? If it is. How do you know it was him? 

And why didn't he save someone else? How. Do. You. Know. You don't, that's because you 
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believe in God, because he's God. Because you have belief, you have faith. Maybe he did save 

someone. Maybe. But you don't know that was him. So, why do you believe in someone you 

don't understand, you've never seen, you have no proof of. The answer is... You don't know, I 

don't know. But I do, I do believe in him, I just do... a lot. 

 

 

 

Kathleen Muller-Girard 

Faith Statement 

 

I’ll be honest. When I was told that I would have to write a faith statement, I felt an 

overwhelming fear of “doing it wrong.”  I had trouble writing anything until I was reminded that 

I can’t really do any of it wrong, unless of course I stood here and exclaimed my love for the 

devil… but don’t worry I won’t do that.  I’ll begin by saying I believe in God.  As we prepared for 

this I realized some very important things.  I don’t need all of the answers, nor do I need to take 

the bible word for word, but most of all I now understand that my faith is always changing.  As a 

child I was always fought with my parents saying, “Why do we have to go to church!” then 

again I was a six year old who had to get up at eight thirty every Sunday.  But now I get it, God’s 

word is simply great!  It draws a wonderful group of people together who want to spread the 

word. 

When I went to a Baptist church with my wonderful covenant partner Carol, I realized 

that it doesn’t matter how people worship God as long as they do.  Now I can’t speak for 

everyone, but I can see the same love of God in Morning Star Baptist Church as I do in a 

European monastery.  It’s all just expressed in very different ways.  I feel the presence of God in 

daily life, in the cloud free days, the summer breezes or in the sweet notes that my sister 

manages to belt out on a daily basis, God is with me. I hope to grow in the church and help in 

any way possible. Belonging to this church is a very important thing for me to do now.  I have 

spent much of my time preparing for this moment through confirmation classes and life in 

general. With the help of my family, Carol and teachers in the church I am ready and proud to 

become a member of this church. 

 

Molly Webster 

Faith Statement 

 To me God is in everyone, and everything. God is in the trees, the sky, and the people. I 

think that God creates all beauty. Some people ask how it is that there can be God in an awful 

situation. For example, I saw God at the Boston Marathon Bombings, but I didn’t see God in the 

people creating the bomb and setting it off; I saw God in the people that rushed to the scene, 

helped people escape, and risked their lives to save others. To me God is trust. Trust that 

someone is there to support me. Trust that I am not alone. Trust that he will always be there. 

God is my support system. Jesus on the other hand is my teacher. In the Bible I read his stories 

that teach and help me. They help me understand what to do in certain situations. We also talk 
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about the Holy Spirit a lot at Church. I have some ideas as to what the Holy Spirit is, and I hope 

my knowledge expands over time. Currently, to me the Holy Spirit is God’s presence in the 

world. Trying to figure out what God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit meant to me was really hard 

because we are never really faced with the question. But when thinking about the Church and 

what it means to me, I am faced with instant answers.   

 To me the Church, in general, is a meeting space, a worship center, and a community, 

but our church, Forest Hill, is so much more. I love being a part of Forest Hill because everyone 

is accepting. For me coming to Church is like coming home. Our church has built itself into a 

very tight-knit community that is very accepting and inclusive, almost like a family. Being a part 

of this church makes me feel like I am valued and loved no matter what I do. I also feel like this 

church has a lot of adults that I can reach out to with questions, which is very comforting 

because I have many. To me the church has many responsibilities. We help the poor and needy, 

through our food pantry. Also, we help each other, by providing childcare, for example, we 

support each other’s needs.  The Church is very important to me and I am glad that I can be a 

part of such an inclusive community.  

I am only thirteen, I don’t have all the answers, but that doesn’t mean I am not looking. After 

thinking about who God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit were, it gave me a sense of clarity to know 

where to go to expand my knowledge from here. I am still learning my talents, and call, but I am 

looking. 

 

Trent Swain 

Faith Statement 

I am a Christian and worship God.  God is the center around what happens everywhere, in the 

solar system and earth. God created humans and all animals on Earth. 

I have explored my faith by participating in confirmation classes and in discussions with Ron 

Register, Pastor John and Mr. Peterjohn.   

I believe that you do not need to go to church for God to know that he is in your life. And I 

believe you don't need to worship God just in a church.  God is everywhere and is ready for me 

anytime I am in need. 

I have been worshiping God all of my life and so I am giving Christianity a try.  I didn't really 

know why I should become a member of the church but my mom said many people at Forest 

Hill join the church for the community. I like volunteering with Family Promise and playing with 

the homeless children. I enjoy helping with the little ones in the nursery. They make me laugh 

watching them learn from their mistakes.   

And I was going to talk more about God and why I am a Christian but I don’t have all of the answers yet. 

I look forward of becoming a member of the Forest Hill community. 



19 

 

 

Andrew Schellenberg 

Faith Statement 

 

            I have decided against joining the church.  Although I have had only positive experiences 

with this church and all of its members, I just feel that it is not the right choice for me right now. 

 

 I personally feel like God, Jesus, and the entire Bible are more of an ideology than most 

people seem to think, more of a set of morals told through story than an actual record of the 

past.  I think it’s great if you want to follow those morals, and I think for some people it’s 

exactly what they want and need, but not really for me. In most religions, there is a heaven and 

a hell, or some equivalent place of reward and punishment; with them come these concepts of 

you do this and you can go to heaven, but if you do that, you’re going to hell.  What I don’t like 

about that is that you shouldn’t live in fear of doing the wrong because you might go to hell or 

only do good to get into heaven. I feel that one should follow morals because that’s what they 

believe and made themselves.  I feel that the scout law is one of the major things that influence 

my morals, to be trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, 

thrifty,  brave, clean, and reverent (in a sense of reverence to others).  I’m not saying this is 

what this church specifically makes me feel, but the whole of religions. I also don’t mean to say 

that the only good things done by religion were by people working to avoid hell or that people 

are all immoral. There are other reasons, small ones that are hard to put into words, which 

support my choice. 

 

 Now, do not get me wrong the church is a great place for people who believe the same 

things to get together in a community and it CAN do good, but I feel it’s not the correct place 

for me.  By this, I don’t mean that I will never enter this church again, I still plan to take part in 

service projects and community events, just without the religious aspects of it. 
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