


 

 
2

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of Worship 
December 1, 2013 at 11:00 a.m. 

The First Sunday in the Season of Advent 
Celebration of Holy Communion 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship.   

This morning we celebrate the Eucharist (the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, or 

Holy Communion) by intinction (dipping the bread into the cup).   We also provide 

a gluten-free alternative.   After receiving the elements you may come to the 

railing to receive a blessing from the pastors. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Prayer of Preparation 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 

lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.”          (Isa. 9:2)   

 Shine your light on us, O Lord, in this hour of worship.   

Welcome 

Prelude   J. S. Bach 

“Sleepers Awake” 
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÷ ÷ ÷ Greeting Our God with Joy 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle   Karen and Clyde Loughridge 

Leader:  The poet Emily Dickenson wrote:   

                                               “Hope is the thing with feathers 

                                                       which perches in the soul.”  

 The Psalmist declared:  “I will put my hope in you all day long”  

 Hope is more than wishful thinking.  Hope is the Spirit of God 

dwelling within us, reminding us we are never alone.  Hope is 

our active commitment to be God’s faithful people, whether we 

walk an easy path or face fiery trials.  

People:  As we light the candle of Hope, we embrace God’s presence 

among us, yesterday, today and always. Whatever we face in 

life, we will put our hope in you, O Lord.  

Leader:   Let us worship God. 

* Processional  Hymn No. 88 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 

÷ ÷ ÷ Renewing Our Relationship with God 

Prayer of Confession  Rev. Clover Beal 

God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations 

under your rule. We confess that we have not expected your 

kingdom.  We have lived casual lives, and ignored your promised 

judgment.  We have been slow to serve you and our neighbors.  

Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior, whose coming 

we await with hope.  

 

Time of Silent Confession 

Kyrie eleison  (Lord, have mercy)  J. S. Bach 
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÷ ÷ ÷ Affirming the Good News in Our Lives 

Assurance of Pardon 

*Gloria, Gloria No. 583 

Gloria, Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, Gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 

2
nd

 time, men begin;  women begin 2 measures later; 

Children and youth begin 2 measures after that. 

÷ ÷ ÷ Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 

Family Meditation  

“The Jesse Tree” 

Hymn No. 95 

“Prepare the Way of the Lord” 

Scripture Lesson  Kate Monaghan 

Isaiah 2: 1-5;  Matthew 24: 36-44 

 After the readings 

 Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

Meditation  Dr. John Lentz 

“Ready or Not” 

Ritual of Friendship       all are asked to sign as a record of attendance 

Offertory  Sally Ann Morris 

“The People Who Walked in Darkness” (Hymn No. 86) 
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* Doxology 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  

 Praise God all creatures here below, 

 Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

÷ ÷ ÷  Eucharist 

 Invitation 

Great Thanksgiving 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Sanctus   Merbecke 

Prayers of the People 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

Communion of the People 

Music during Communion   Geonyong Lee (Korea) 

“Come Now, O Prince of Peace”  (Hymn No. 103) 
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Prayer after Communion 

You have shared yourself with us, O Lord.  Now, send us forth to 

share ourselves with the world.  Open our eyes to the generosity of 

your hand, and alert our souls to all spiritual gifts. Fill us with 

gratitude overflowing that we may share life and love with others, 

in praise to you, as we await the coming of the Christ child.  Amen. 

 
÷ ÷ ÷ Going Forth to Live as God’s People 
* Closing Hymn No. 92 

“While We Are Waiting, Come” 

* Commission and Blessing 

*  Choral Benediction 

*  Passing of the Peace 

 
÷ ÷ ÷ Postlude   J. S. Bach 

“Come, Savior of the Gentiles” 

*please stand if able 

÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ ÷ 
 

Welcome Visitors! 

We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may 

have. Visitor welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex. 

Take one home with you! 
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÷ ÷ ÷ Congregational Notes  
Chancel Flowers 

The flowers today are given by the Dise family in loving memory of their 

sister Ann Mercer Dise and their parents Molly and Ralph Dise;  and by 

Bobbi and Peter van Dijk in loving memory of Millie and Ed Skeivis and 

Marilyn Skeivis Dougherty.  A donation to benefit the youth program has 

been given by Elspeth and Richard Peterjohn in memory of Barbara 

Beesley. 

 

Prayer Concerns this Week   

Prayers are requested this week for the following: 

Chessie Bleick, Dick Bloomquist,  Iris Gilbert, Carol Hopkins-Lutz, Jane 

Ishler, Michelle Jean-Mary, Ron and Florence Klein, Debbie Ungemach, 

Anne Taylor. 

 

Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: 

Ruth and Arthur Brickel, Bill Currie, Pat Drake, Marge Drollinger, Betty 

Farnfield, Elizabeth Kosnik, Emelia McGuire, Merdine T. Morris, Joyce 

Peters, Elaine Tapié. 

 

This Month’s Ushers  

Scott Peters, Lead Usher; Tish Van Beers-Klein, assistant lead; Brian Klein, 

Jim Roosa, Ayodele Solaru.  Roger Heineman, Head Usher         

 

Nursery care for babies and young children is available on the second 

floor of the Monticello Wing. 

 

Attendance last week (including Pathways children): 239 
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÷ ÷ ÷ Announcements 
TODAY 

Today Is Hunger Sunday 

Any cash or checks in envelopes marked Hunger will be used 100% for 

support of hunger programs.  Each month we send the money to the Hts 

Emergency Food Cupboard (Disciples Church, Cleveland Hts.), the New 

Covenant Lutheran Church Hunger Center (East Cleveland), and the 

Presbyterian Hunger Program in Haiti.   

 

Family Promise Host Week 

Family Promise Host Week begins this evening.  Please keep the families 

and the volunteers in your prayers this week. 

 

Remember the Pennies? 

Many thanks to all who contributed pennies two weeks ago during the 

singing of The Scottish Penny Song.  $209.45 has been donated to FHC’s 

Abundance Pantry. 

 

Holiday Angels 

We are once again providing gifts for families in need through our 

Holiday Angels program.  The program this year will support three 

organizations – Boulevard School, Family Promise, and the Heights 

Emergency Food Center.  Ornaments (made by Iris Circle – THANK YOU) 

contain all the information and directions you need.  Just pick an 

ornament (or more) off the tree, purchase a gift matching the suggestion 

on the ornament, and then deliver it to the church by the date specified 

on the ornament.  Please note some of the gifts are due back at FHC by 

December 8! The ornament will also tell you whether or not the gift 

needs to be wrapped.   
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Donations for Relief Work in the Philippines 

Donations to help in the aftermath of Typhoon Haiyan may be made thru 

FHC (check made out to FHC, memo: PDA) or sent directly to Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance (account DR000012, Presbyterian Church USA, PO Box 

643700, Pittsburgh PA 15264-3700);  or go to www.pcusa.org/pda 

 

THIS WEEK 

Bible and Bagels  

Bible and Bagels meets Wednesdays from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. in the Jin 

Room. All are welcome!  The lessons this week are Isaiah 11: 1-10;  Psalm 

72: 1-7, 18-19;  Romans 15: 4-13;  Matthew 3: 1-12. 

 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Adult Education in Advent, 9:30 in South Hall     (Dec. 1, 8, 15) 

Three important biblical characters present us with the idea of waiting 

and preparing for the Messiah--our work for Advent:  Isaiah, John the 

Baptist, and Mary, the mother of Jesus. The three-session study will focus 

on our own journeys toward hope, preparation, courage and receiving 

blessings.  Please join in Adult Ed for Advent as a way to prepare yourself 

for the coming of the Christ at Christmas.  

Facilitators: Kermit Lind, John Lentz and Elspeth Peterjohn 

Four Sundays in Advent:  Reading the Prophet Isaiah 

Kermit Lind will lead a special 4-week series in December –  Reading the 

Prophet Isaiah:  Studying Isaiah’s Vision of God’s Indictments, Judgment, 

Redemption and Hope, Then and Now.  The class will meet from 12:20 – 

1:45 pm on Sundays, December 1, 8, 15 and 22 in South Hall.  Please 

bring a bag lunch.  This is a repeat of the series conducted last summer.  

To register, contact Kermit Lind or Pastor Beal. 
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LOOKING AHEAD  

Care Group 

The Deacons are responsible for meeting members’ needs during 

December.  Please call the church office to report an illness, 

hospitalization, family emergency, birth or death.  Information will then 

be passed on to the Care Group leaders. 

� FHC Deacons are: 

Joan Bacon 

Barb Cloud 

Cathy Ghiandoni 

Carol Gifford 

Carol Hopkins-Lutz 

Carol Leslie  

Mary McMillan 

Pat Musick 

Richard Peterjohn 

Ahren Stock 

Julie Waring 

This week’s volunteers:  Mary McMillan, continental breakfast;  Pat 

Musick, coffee hour host;  Kemp Jaycox, greeting card host;  Carol Leslie 

and Julie Waring, greeters. 

 

Ten Thousand Villages Shop 

Ten Thousand Villages Shop returns to FHC on Sunday, December 15 

from 9:30 – 1:30.  Plan your Christmas shopping to include this wonderful 

opportunity to purchase beautiful Fair Trade gifts in the comfort of 

Fellowship Hall.  Volunteers are needed for set-up, break-down and 

selling.  If you can help, please contact Jennifer Blakeney 

(bmlspirit@yahoo.com). 

 

Social Groups and Circles 

The Group (singles and couples 60s – 70s) 

The annual Group Christmas party will be held on Friday, December 13 at 

the home of Joe and Betsy Andrews (2740 Fairmount Blvd., CH).  Please 

bring an appetizer, vegetable, salad or dessert;  the main course, as well 

as coffee and soft drinks, will be provided.  BYOB if you wish.  We will 

again provide gifts for a family from Boulevard School.  RSVP to Cathy 

Ghiandoni. 
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Iris Circle (all women of the church) 

Iris Circle will meet at the church on Tuesday, December 17 at 5:30 pm 

for a potluck and a program about the recent Haiti mission trip.  Please 

contact Barb Hansen  for more information. 

 

÷ ÷ ÷  Youth News 
Today:  Mid and Sr High classes meet from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.  

  Sine Nomine Choir will rehearse in the chapel immediately 

following worship. 

Looking Ahead:  All-Youth LOCK-IN, December 13-14 

 

÷ ÷ ÷  FHC Staff Emails and Phone Extensions 

Program Staff 

  Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.  /  pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org ext. 200 

  Rev. Clover Beal  /  pastorbeal@fhcpresb.org  ext 201 

  Liz Wollaeger / lizw@fhcpresb.org  ext. 206   

  Anne Wilson  /  annew@fhcpresb.org  ext. 208 

  Caitlin Michelle Desjardins / caitlind@fhcpresb.org    ext. 207 

 

Office Staff 

  Becky Austin  /  beckya@fhcpresb.org   ext 203 

  Lynda Bernays  /  office@fhcpresb.org    ext 202 

  Stavros Gazis  /  office@fhcpresb.org     ext 202 
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÷ ÷ ÷ The Lessons 

Today’s Scripture: 

Isaiah 2: 1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as 

the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the 

nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let 

us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out 

of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from 

Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for 

many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 

spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us 

walk in the light of the Lord! 

 

Matthew 24: 36-44 

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, 

so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the 

flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 

until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood 

came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 

Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one 

will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your 

Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known 

in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 

awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you 

also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 
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Next Sunday:  Isaiah 11: 1-10;  Psalm 72: 1-7, 18-19;  Romans 15: 4-13;  

Matthew 3: 1-12.  As part of your daily devotions, read the lessons.  

What image or word catches your attention?  How do they settle or 

challenge you?  Keep notes of your observations in a journal.  Set aside 

part of each day for prayer and study.   
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÷ ÷ ÷Calendar:  December 1-8, 2013 
Sunday, December 1 1 Advent 

9:15     Child care begins            

9:30     Descant Choir rehearsal 

             Adult Education;  Youth Education  

10:15   Descant Choir activity time 

10:30   Chancel Choir rehearsal 

             Continental Breakfast 

11:00   WORSHIP 

             Children in Worship 

12:15   Coffee Hour 

             Sine Nomine Choir   

12:45   Isaiah Bible study 

5:00     Faith Leader 

             Family Promise hosting 

Monday, December 2 

8:45 am   Tai Chi class 

9:00 am  Abundance Pantry  

       food distribution  

5:00 pm    Family Promise hosting 

6:00 pm    Progress not Perfection (AA)                

7:00 pm    Al Anon  

7:30 pm    AA:  Borton  

                   Boy Scout Troup #403 

Tuesday, December 3 

8:45 am   Tai Chi class 

5:00 pm   Fitness Fusion exercise class 

                  Family Promise hosting 

Wednesday, December 4 

7:30 am   Bible and Bagels  

8:45 am   Tai Chi class 

5:00 pm   Family Promise hosting 

7:30 pm   Confirmation Bible study 

Thursday, December 5 

8:45 am   Tai Chi class 

5:00  Family Promise hosting 

6:20  Voices in Bronze 

7:30  Chancel Choir 

 

Friday, December 6 

9:30  Al Anon 

5:00  Family Promise hosting 

5:30  Advent Workshop 

 

Saturday, December 7 

8:00 am  Men’s Group 

 

Sunday, December 8         2 Advent 

9:15     Child care begins            

9:30     Descant Choir rehearsal 

             Adult Education 

             Youth Education;  Confirmation 

             Youth Ensemble rehearsal  

              Positive Parenting class 

10:15   Descant Choir activity time 

10:30   Chancel Choir rehearsal 

             Continental Breakfast 

10:45   Cherub Choir rehearsal 

11:00   WORSHIP 

             Children in Worship 

11:15   Pathways to the Promise Land 

12:15   Coffee Hour 

             Sine Nomine Choir   

12:30   Christmas pageant rehearsal 

12:45   Isaiah Bible study 

5:00     Faith Leader 

 5:40    Labre Project           



 

 
15

It’s time to order poinsettias for Christmas! 
 

You may call or email the office with this information, or put this in the 

offering: 

 

Name (as you would like it in the bulletin): 

 

 

Please print 

 

Total # of poinsettias @ $7 each:__________________ 

 # you will take home________        

 # to be donated_____ 

 

Total cost:  $__________ 

  

Dedication: 

In honor of___________________________________________________ 

 

In memory of 

__________________________________________________ 

 

In thanksgiving for 

_____________________________________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to Forest Hill Church, memo:  POINSETTIAS 

 

Your name_______________________________________ 

 

Phone or email _____________________________________ 
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Forest Hill Church, Presbyterian 
3031 Monticello Blvd, Cleveland Hts OH  44118 

216-321-2660        Fax:  216-320-1214 

Email:  office@fhcpresb.org        Website:  www.fhcpresb.org  

 

 

Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr., Pastor                               Anne Wilson, Ministry of Music 

Rev. Clover Reuter Beal, Assoc. Pastor             Liz Wollaeger, Dir. Of Chr. Education  

Rev. Tricia Dykers-Koenig, Parish Assoc.         

Caitlin Michelle Desjardins, Director of Youth Ministries 
 


