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Service of Worship 
November 30, 2014 at 11:00 am 

First Sunday in the Season of Advent 
Celebration of Holy Communion 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship.   
This morning we celebrate the Eucharist (the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, or 
Holy Communion) by intinction (dipping the bread into the cup).   We also provide 
a gluten-free alternative.   After receiving the elements you may come to the 
railing to receive a blessing from the pastors. 
 

   Prayer of Preparation 
Eternal God, we are seeking signs of your presence in our lives. Open our eyes, 
open our ears, open our hearts to receive some word of hope as we anticipate the 

coming of the One whom you are sending. 
 
Welcome  
  

   Greeting Our God with Joy 

Call to Worship  and Lighting of the Advent Candle   The Prins family 
Reader One:   When I look around, I see shadows of hunger, so many 

people in this city and around the world will go to bed hungry 
tonight.  

Reader Two:   When I look around, I see shadows of injustice, the rich 
getting richer and the poor getting poorer, everyone saying, "Buy, 
buy, buy!" and someone somewhere will fall asleep under a bridge 
tonight.  

Reader One:  In the face of hunger, we light a candle of hope… 
Reader Two:  In the face of injustice and despair, we light a candle of 

hope…  (Light the first candle in your Advent wreath.) 
All:   Let the light from this candle say to all that God’s hope is 

coming on earth as it already is in heaven.  
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Singing instructions:  
#88 

Stanzas 1, 2, 6, 7 

Singing instructions  
First:  All sing 
Second:  Men start, women and 
children start 1 measure later 

Reader Two:  Friends, be not afraid, God’s hope is at hand.  
All:  Let us worship God!  

* Processional  Hymn No. 88 
  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

   Renewing Our Relationship with God 

Prayer of Confession  Rev. Clover Beal 
O Lord God, as we begin to prepare our hearts to receive the One 
whom you are sending, forgive us for all the times we have missed 
seeing you in our midst, for all the times we have doubted your 
presence, and for all the times we have failed to help others find 
their way. Forgive us, in the name of Jesus, the One who is coming. 
Amen. 
 

Time of Silent Confession 

Kyrie eleison  (Lord, have mercy) John Merbecke 

   Affirming the Good News in Our Lives 

Assurance of Pardon 

* Response    (John Bell) 
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   Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 

Scripture Lesson (read by Elder Jim Manista)  Mark 13: 24-37 
 After the reading 
 Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon  Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr. 
“The Last Days” 

Ritual of Friendship   all are asked to sign 

Offertory   Sally Ann Morris 
“The People Who Walked in Darkness” 

* Doxology 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
 Praise God all creatures here below, 
 Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

   Eucharist 
Invitation 
Great Thanksgiving 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Sanctus  John Merbecke 

Prayers of the People 
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Singing 
instructions:  #95 
Sing as directed, 

as a canon 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

Communion of the People 

Music during Communion  David Hurd, tune;  Delores Dufner, text 
“The Word of God is Source and Seed” 

Prayer after Communion  
We praise you, Lord, for all your gifts.   Fill us with gratitude 
overflowing.  Strengthen us to bring good news to the poor, and 
lift blind eyes to sight, to loose the chains that bind and claim your 
blessing for all people.  We eagerly await the coming of Jesus 
Christ in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

 

   Going Forth to Live as God’s People 

* Closing Hymn No. 95 
  “Prepare the Way of the Lord” 

* Commission and Blessing 

*  Choral Benediction 

*  Passing of the Peace 

   Postlude  J. S. Bach 

“Sleepers Awake” 
Ahren Stock, trumpet 

*please stand if able 
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Welcome Visitors! 
We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may 
have. Visitor welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex. 
Take one home with you! Be sure to visit our website, 
www.fhcpresb.org, to find a complete list of upcoming events, education 
programs for all ages, and texts and audio of past sermons. 

 

   Congregational Notes 
Chancel Flowers 
Today’s flowers are given by Clover and Tim Beal in loving memory of 
their fathers, Clay Beal and John Reuter;  and by Barbara Hansen in loving 
memory of Lamont Hansen. 
 
Music 
Special thanks to the Advent trumpeters, Ahren Stock and Scott Lafferty. 
 
Prayer Concerns this Week   
Prayers are requested this week for the following: 
Mary Lewis, Connie Sekerak, Margaret Sentell, Debbie Ungemach. 
 
Please remember these homebound members in your prayers:  
Bill and Kay Currie, Flora Dannemiller, Pat Drake, Marge Drollinger, Betty 
Farnfield, Iris Gilbert, Ron and Florence Klein, Emelia McGuire, Joyce 
Peters, Elaine Tapié. 
 
Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: 
We invite you to write prayer requests on a slip of paper from the 
envelope rack and pass it to an usher during the singing of the middle 
hymn, to be included in the prayers later in the service. Lists of ongoing 
prayer concerns are in each month’s TOWER. 
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This Month’s Ushers  
Robyn Hales, Paula Harvey, Tom Harvey, Jason Hidek, Diane McFiggen, 
Tom McFiggen, Dick Peterjohn.  Roger Heineman, Head Usher 
 
Nursery care for babies and young children is available on the second 
floor of the Monticello Wing. 
 
Attendance last week (including Pathways children):  250 

 

   Announcements 
TODAY 

Lighting the Advent Candle 
Today we welcome the Prins family – Dustin, Dacia, Troy, Mallory and  
Makyndsie – as they light the Advent candle for the first Sunday in 
Advent. 
 

Petitions for the People 
All are welcome to bring their personal prayer requests for inclusion in a 
new FHC community worship offering, Petitions for the People, offered in 
the chapel immediately after worship on communion Sundays.  Praying in 
community we represent the Body of Christ, connecting each other more 
closely to God, to ourselves and to the FHC community.  For more 
information, see the December TOWER or contact Rob Reynolds 
(rdrtaylor@gmail.com) or Pastor Clover Beal (pastorbeal@fhcpresb.org).  
The first Petitions for the People will be in the chapel today immediately 
after worship. 
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THIS WEEK 
Bible and Bagels  

Bible and Bagels meets Wednesdays from 7:30 to 8:30 am in the Jin 
Room. All are welcome!  The lesson this week is from Isaiah 40: 1-11;  
Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13;  2 Peter 3: 8-15a;  Mark 1: 1-8. 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 
Adult Education, 9:30 in South Hall 

Natalie Kertes Weaver, PhD, of Ursuline College will present the second 
in the Advent series “Mystics, Martyrs and Saints” – Saints Francis of 
Assisi (1182-1226) and Clare of Assisi (1194-1253): Saints and 
Revolutionaries.     
  

ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 Singers, Awake! 

Singers with some choral experience who would like to sing with the 
Chancel Choir during the Advent – Christmas season are most welcome 
to start attending Thursday rehearsals on December 4 at 7:30 pm.  
Singers in middle school, high school or college are welcome to join the 
Sine Nomine Choir for Advent and Christmas as well (rehearsals 
December 7 and 14 after worship).  Please contact Anne Wilson 
(annew@fhcpresb.org) for more information. 

 
Young Instrumentalists Sought 

Any young instrumentalists with two or more years of experience who 
are interested in playing in church during Advent, please contact Ahren 
Stock (astoc@hawken.edu). We will have a youth ensemble play for the 
11:00 service on December 14 with rehearsals at 10:00 on December 7 
and 14. If you are available and interested we would love to have you join 
us! 
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About your monthly newsletters -- the TOWER 
Several years ago we offered you the opportunity to read the TOWER 
online, as it is posted on the website each month. Many of you requested 
to no longer receive a printed copy.  If you would like to resume receiving 
a printed copy, please call or email the church office. 
 
If you now receive a printed copy and would be just as happy reading the 
TOWER online, please let us know that as well. 
 
Each month the finished TOWERs are put out the Sunday they are ready, 
in the hopes that many of you will pick up your copy.  When we stamp 
them on Monday, we often notice names of people who were in church 
the day before.  How about a New Year's Resolution (today is the 
beginning of the church year, so it's a fitting time for a resolution) to look 
for your TOWER each month and save us the .69 it costs to mail it? 
  Thank you, from the Monday office staff and volunteer. 
 

Care Group 
The All-Church Care Group is responsible for meeting members’ needs 
during December.  Barb Cloud is the Deacon in charge, and she will be in 
touch with you.  Please call the church office to report an illness, 
hospitalization, family emergency, birth or death.  Information will then 
be passed on to the Care Group leaders. 
 

Living in the Spirit 
There will be an informational meeting for the Lenten series “Living in the 
Spirit” on Sunday, December 14 after worship.  “Living in the Spirit” is a 
scripture-based spiritual-practice group series based on the insights of 
Ignatius of Loyola, promoting deeper knowledge of Christ. 
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Social Groups and Circles 
The Group (60s – 70s) 

The Group Christmas Party will be held on Sunday, December 14 at the 
home of Joe and Betsy Andrews, 2740 Fairmount Blvd, CH 44106.  
Appetizers at 5:00 pm, dinner at 6:00 pm.  RSVP to Cathy Ghiandoni at 
216 691-1905 or ghiandoni.c@gmail.com by Friday, 12/11/14.  
Information about our Christmas donations has been emailed to you. 
 

Iris Circle (all women of the church) 
Iris Circle will look back a few years to elementary “school daze” on 
December 16 at noon in Bodwell Hall. Bring your lunch packed like 
Mother did.  Show-and-tell your treasures and fond memories from the 
40’s. Dessert and beverage will be provided; the cost is $1.50 per person.  
RSVP to Pat Jeffreys (216-381-2120 or bobpatj@aol.com) or Nancy 
Burcham (440-446-0832 or Burcham@roadrunner.com). 
 

    Youth News 
Every Sunday 

 Mid and Sr High classes meet from 9:30 – 10:30 am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abundance Food Pantry is collecting donations of 
turkeys, preferably frozen, any size – they will be 
cooked for lunch the week of Christmas.  Extras 
will be given to food pantry guests 

 

Please contact Paul Jennings or the church 

office if you have a donation 

mailto:bobpatj@aol.com
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    FHC Staff Emails and Phone Extensions 

Program Staff 
  Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.  /  pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org ext. 200 
  Rev. Clover Beal  /  pastorbeal@fhcpresb.org  ext 201 
  Dacia Prins / dacia@fhcpresb.org  ext. 206   
  Anne Wilson  /  annew@fhcpresb.org  ext. 208 
  Shannon Headen / Shannon@fhcpresb.org     ext. 207 

Office Staff 
  Becky Austin  /  beckya@fhcpresb.org   ext 203 
  Lynda Bernays  /  office@fhcpresb.org    ext 202 
  Stavros Gazis  /  office@fhcpresb.org     ext 202 
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Christmas Gifting Opportunities 

Be a Holiday Angel! 

There are many ways to share the joy and spirit of Christmas.  Here are a 
few that we recommend: 
 

FHC Holiday Angels 

Take an ornament from the tree in Fellowship Hall 
To provide a gift for a Boulevard School child, 

Art supplies for the Labre Project art class attendees, 
Or gifts for Abundance Pantry guests 

Follow the instructions given on the ornament 
 

Support Fair Trade at Holiday Bazaar  

Sunday, Dec. 7 from 9 am - 2 pm 
Buy gifts from Ten Thousand Villages shop 

Local artists and other vendors 

 
Calling All Winter Coats 

The Boulevard School social worker has asked FHC families for any and all 
gently used, clean elementary-school- sized winter coats (size 5-16, 
especially boys).  

Please bring your too-small/out grown/but still useable winter coats 
to Fellowship Hall – you will find a box labeled Boulevard Coats for Kids. 

We will collect until Dec. 14. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
13 

And please consider…Giving Tuesday 
 

https://www.presbyterianmissionexchange.org/GivingTuesday 
 
On December 2, 2014 the world comes together to give. Join your fellow 
Presbyterians and participate in the third annual #GivingTuesday 
supporting mission and ministry at home and around the world. The 
Presbyterian Mission Exchange makes it easy to do all of your online giving 
in one place. 
 
Give to your home church 
Give to the Christmas Joy Offering and the One Great Hour of Sharing 
Give to Presbyterian mission workers in the countries you care about 
Give to the 1001 New Worshiping Communities church-planting effort 
Give to your Presbytery’s work in your community 
Give to another Presbyterian-related mission organization 
 

Go to the website listed above for more information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.presbyterianmissionexchange.org/GivingTuesday
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Poinsettias for Christmas 
Once again we are ordering poinsettias for the sanctuary.  If you would like to 
order one or more (they are $8 each), please complete this form and 
put it in the offering, or contact the church office by December 14: 
  
Your name 
 
In whose honor or memory are you donating the flowers? 
 In honor of 
 
 In memory of 
 
Number of plants 
 
Do you want to take your poinsettia home, or donate it? 
 
Poinsettias will be in the sanctuary on December 21 and on Christmas Eve.  They 
may be taken after the candlelight service on Christmas Eve or on December 28. 
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  Calendar:  Nov. 30 – Dec. 7, 2014  
Sunday, November 30:  1 Advent 
9:00 Child care begins       
9:30 Adult education  Youth education 
 Descant Choir 
10:15 Descant Choir activity 
10:30 Continental Breakfast 
  Chancel Choir 
11:00 WORSHIP:  Communion 
  Children in Worship 
Pathways children will sit with their families 
12:15 Coffee Hour            
           Petitions for the People  
                            (in the chapel) 
 
Monday, December 1 
8:45 am    Tai Chi 
6:00 pm    Progress not Perfection (AA)                 
7:00 pm    Al Anon    
                   Sacred Space meeting 
                   Sycamore Group mtg 
7:30 pm    AA:  Borton Group 
                   Boy Scout Troop #403        
 
Tuesday, December 2 
1:00 pm   Abundance Pantry  
                            food distribution    
5:00 pm  Fitness Fusion exercise class 
7:00 pm  Race Core Team 
                 Endowment Committee 
 
          

Wednesday,  December 3 
7:30 am    Bible and Bagels 
12:30 pm  Wednesday Women’s AA 
7:00 pm    Youth Ministry Team mtg 
 
Thursday, December 4 
12:00 pm  Speaker:  
         “Christians in the Holy Land”   
1:00 pm  Abundance Pantry opens          
6:20 pm  Voices in Bronze 
6:30 pm   Cub Scout Pack mtg 
7:30 pm   Chancel Choir 
                 
Friday, December 5 
10:00 am  Al Anon meeting 
 
Saturday, December 6 
8:00 am  Men’s Group 
 
Sunday, December 7:  2 Advent 
9:00 Child care begins       
9:30 Adult education  Youth education 
 Descant Choir 
10:00  Young Instrumentalists  
               rehearsal 
10:15 Descant Choir activity 
10:30 Continental Breakfast 
  Chancel Choir 
11:00 WORSHIP:  Communion 
  Children in Worship 
           Pathways to the Promise Land 
12:15 Fair Trade Bazaar             
          Sine Nomine Choir 
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    The Lessons   
Mark 13: 24-37 

“But in those days, after that suffering, 

    the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light, 
    and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
    and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 
Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father.  Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time 
will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 
watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else 
he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: 
Keep awake.” 

 

Next Sunday:  Isaiah 40: 1-11;  Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13;  2 Peter 3: 8-15a;  Mark 1: 1-8.  
As part of your daily devotions, read the lessons.  What image or word catches 
your attention?  How do they settle or challenge you?  Keep notes of your 
observations in a journal.  Set aside part of each day for prayer and study.   

 

 


