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John C. Lentz, Pastor 

Lois Annich, Rachel McDonald, Interim Associate Pastors 

 

Discovering God’s call, celebrating the Spirit’s presence 

Witnessing to Christ’s transformative power! 

 
 

 The Tower February 2016 
 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
This February, Forest Hill Church is called to the Lenten 
season of introspection, repentance and action.  This 
February, Forest Hill Church will celebrate Black History 
Month; a celebration which, like Lent, also calls us to a 
season of introspection, repentance and action.   The confluence of two 
streams (Lent and Black History Month) takes us on a “journey inward” and 
a “journey outward.”    They draw us off the safe banks into the current.   We 
will have to swim hard, at times, to keep our heads above water.  
 
Read the articles in this month’s TOWER that describe the schedule of 
events having to do with both Lent and Black History Month.  My hope is 
that you will stay after church on Sundays to participate in the Black History 
programs and come each Wednesday evening (starting with Ash 
Wednesday, Feb. 10) to share a meal and join in worship.  Also during the 
Lenten season we will be highlighting “hands on” mission opportunities that 
you will be able to join to express your faith outside these walls!    
 
You may choose to sign up for Living Prayer series which meets every 
Sunday evening from 5-7 p.m. during Lent.  See Eric Muller-Girard’s article 
on p. 8. 
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While we huddle together during this “bleak mid-winter” there is much to do.  
We can pray, worship, eat, work and witness, cultivating the soil of our 
hearts so that when the spring comes, and the river overflows the banks to 
flood the plains, and we move towards the celebration of Easter we may be 
readied to respond in power and in hope.  
 
God bless you! 
 
The Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz 
Senior Pastor  
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 

This year, Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 10.  
Lent is the forty day period that precedes Easter.  Like 
Advent, it is a time for our church community to gather 
together and spend time building our faith.   
 
This year, we’d like to invite you on a Lenten journey with two parts, a 
journey inward and a journey outward.  The journey inward will involve 
worship and time for contemplation.  The journey outward will include 
service opportunities and giving of our time and talents.  
 
A new addition to our Lenten practice this year is a way for you to share 
your journey with us.  Forest Hill Church has a newly established Instagram, 
@fhcpresb.  Throughout Lent we invite you to share photos of your journey 
with us using the hashtags #journeyinward and #journeyoutward. Follow us 
for reposts and encouragement throughout Lent.   

(contact Rachel, rachelm@fhcpresb or 216-321-2660, for more 

information about using Instrgram.) 

 

Blessings on your Lenten journey, 

 

Rachel McDonald, Interim Associate Pastor 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
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Join us Wednesday evenings in Lent 

 

Ash Wednesday:  February 10, 6:30 dinner 7:30 worship 

Communion and imposition of ashes 

Wednesdays, February 17 – March 23 

Supper 6:00, worship (30 mins) 7:00 

 

All are welcome! 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
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Dear Friends, 

We are nearing the end of the season of Epiphany and fast 
approaching Lent, moving from revelation to contemplation 

in just a few short weeks. Easter comes quite early this year, 
and I know I will need to stop, take a breath, and move with real intention 
into Lent. It’s my favorite liturgical season, perhaps because it gives us all 
an excuse to slow down, be quiet, and pay attention to our relationship with 
God.   
 
How do you plan to deepen that relationship?  What study, contemplation, 
or service work will you embrace as a way of falling more in love with the 
One who already loves you with a passion? (There are invitations in this 
issue of the Tower to stimulate your thinking!) What knots of resentment, 
fear, self-pity, and self-condemnation do you need to loosen? What 
outreach do you need to offer to help lift another person’s burdens?  
 
A Lenten discipline may feel overwhelming when life already feels too full, 
but it need not be so. Choose one simple thing you will do differently and 
think about the “triggers” that will help you follow through. For example, if 
you intend to spend more time in prayer, what will serve as a reminder each 
day?  The alarm clock ringing, walking in the door from work, walking into a 
certain space at a certain time? When you think about the practice you'd like 
to adopt, doing a kind of mental "dress rehearsal" can help, thinking about 
the ways you will follow through.  
 
I hope you will join me in stopping, taking a breath, and moving into Lent 
with the intention and expectation of meeting the Beloved there. We still 
have a few days left in Epiphany, the season of revelation that Jesus is the 
Christ. May that wondrous revelation draw us ever more deeply into his 
loving, outstretched arms!  
 
Rev. Lois H. Annich 
Interim Associate Pastor 
 
 
 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
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Black History Month 2016 
 
It seems impossible to top last year’s Black History Month events, but the 
2016 schedule is on track to do just that.   
 
This year’s theme, Faith Moves Us Forward: Building the Beloved 
Community, focuses on the trials and triumphs of Black Christians.  
 
The central event is the not-to-be-missed panel discussion of Ta-Nehisi 
Coates’ groundbreaking work, “A Case for Reparations,” on Sunday, Feb. 
21, from 12:30 - 2:00 pm.  
 
Author, political analyst and activist Bakari Kitwana will lead a panel of 
experts including Dr. Amilcar Shabazz, attorney Deadra Farmer-Palleman, 
and local policy experts and advocates in considering this provocative topic.    
 
Kitwana, whose commentary on politics and youth culture has been heard 
on National Public Radio and seen on CNN, C-Span, and The Tavis Smiley 
Show,  is currently Senior Media Fellow at the Harvard Law-based think 
tank, The Jamestown Project. He is also CEO of Rap Sessions: Community 
Dialogues on Hip-Hop, which facilitates discussions around the country on 
difficulties faced by the hip-hop generation. 
 
Because the issue of reparations for Black Americans raises so many 
different reactions, members are urged to prepare themselves before the 
Feb. 21 discussion by reading Coates’ entire article. It can be read free of 
charge at the Atlantic Monthly’s online site:  
www.theatlantic.com/magazine/toc/2014/06/ 
 
A brief overview of the ideas in Coates’ article will be presented at the kick-
off event on Sunday, Feb. 7 from 12:30-2:00 pm. Tasty samples of New 
Orleans favorite foods, including fish and grits, beignets, and chicory coffee 
will be served.  
 
 
 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
file:///C:/Users/lyndab/AppData/Local/Temp/www.theatlantic.com/magazine/toc/2014/06/
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On Sunday, Feb. 14, members will celebrate Valentine’s Day with brunch, 
lunch or dinner experiences at one of Cleveland’s many Black-owned 
restaurants.  Throughout the month, members are encouraged to support 
Black-owned businesses.  A listing of suggested businesses and 
restaurants is available on our website. (www.fhcpresb.org) 
 
Building on the success of last year’s Gospel Concert, members and friends 
are invited to Forest Hill Church’s 2

nd
 annual Gospel Concert on 

SATURDAY, Feb. 27 from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. Local gospel singers, poets 
and musical performances by musicians including Elegie, the 
internationally-acclaimed Wright Family Singers, and FHC music director 
Anne Wilson will offer an evening of praise and musical worship to feed your 
soul.  
 
Closing out the month,  the youth will lead a conversation on the Belhar 
Confession on Sunday, Feb. 28, from 12:30-2:00 pm.  The Belhar 
Confession is a 1982 statement of beliefs from South Africa on racial 
reconciliation and the evils of apartheid. Its adoption by the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) is being voted on by churches throughout the United States.  
Forest Hill youths have been studying it for several weeks and look forward 
to leading this discussion. 
 
Finally, be sure to see the graphic representation of this year’s theme on 
display in Fellowship Hall throughout February. The wall features Blacks in 
the bible and early church, acknowledges historical schisms and policies 
that divided the church along racial and ethnic lines, and highlights 
theologians committed to healing these lines of separation in the modern 
and post-modern society. It features the talented Tony Greene, a local artist 
whose portraits of Black men and women are stunningly life-like. 
 
For more information on any of these events, see Robyn Hale, Elder Justice 
& Mission, or any of the members of the Black History Month team: Kathy 
Carr, Barbara Cloud, Jordan Dail, Ajah Hale, Dorothy Herd, Vikki Nowak, 
Quentin Smith, Ann Williams, and Peter Williams. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
http://www.fhcpresb.org/social-justice-outreach/racial-reconciliation/black-owned-businesses-and-restaurants/
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Black History Month event schedule 

Sun. 
Feb. 
7 

12:30—
2:00 pm 

Kick-off:  Taste of New Orleans and 
overview of Reparations article  

Fellowship Hall 

Sun. 
Feb. 
14 

Brunch, 
Lunch, 
or 
Dinner 

Celebrate Valentine’s Day at a 
black-owned restaurant 
http://www.fhcpresb.org/social-
justice-outreach/racial-
reconciliation/black-owned-
businesses-and-restaurants/ 
 

At the place of your 
choice with friends of 
your choice! 
 

Sun. 
Feb. 
21 

12:30—
2:30 pm 

Panel Discussion of A Case for 
Reparations led by Bakari Kitswana 
and other experts 

Fellowship Hall 

Sat. 
Feb. 
27 

5:00—
6:00 pm 

All-Church Soul Food Potluck 
 
Fellowship Hall 
 

Sat. 
Feb. 
27 

6:30—
8:30 pm 

2
nd

 Annual Gospel Concert 
 
Sanctuary 
 

Sun. 
Feb. 
28 

12:30—
2:00 pm 

Belhar Confession Discussion 
 
South Hall 
 

 
 

Need soul food recipes for the potluck on Feb. 27? 
Try https://soulfoodcookbook.com/ 

 
To sign up for the potluck, go to 

 http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094ea9ab2fa5ff2-bhmpotluck  

 
 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
http://www.fhcpresb.org/social-justice-outreach/racial-reconciliation/black-owned-businesses-and-restaurants/
http://www.fhcpresb.org/social-justice-outreach/racial-reconciliation/black-owned-businesses-and-restaurants/
http://www.fhcpresb.org/social-justice-outreach/racial-reconciliation/black-owned-businesses-and-restaurants/
http://www.fhcpresb.org/social-justice-outreach/racial-reconciliation/black-owned-businesses-and-restaurants/
https://soulfoodcookbook.com/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e094ea9ab2fa5ff2-bhmpotluck
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Living Prayer  

6 Sundays in Lent 

  February 7 - March 20, 2016;  5-7 pm 

 
Rejoice always, never cease praying, render constant thanks; 

such is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 
1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18 

 
Paul's exhoration is meant for us today! But how does one "pray without 
ceasing"? Forest Hill Church, in partnership with the Jesuit Retreat House, 
Parma, will offer a unique experience of learning anew how to live in the 
presence of God through the practice of prayer. This 6-week Lenten series 
is designed to be a spiritual retreat which takes place within the context of 
your ordinary busy life.  We will meet at Forest Hill Church once a week to 
learn a new prayer practice and then pray with it during the week, returning 
to share our experiences. 
 
Program Leaders: Martha Campbell and Amy McKenna, Jesuit Retreat 
House Staff Members 
 
Cost for the series: $40.00 per person (this includes all materials) and 
is payable at registration. All participants are subsidized by a generous 
grant from The Presbytery of the Western Reserve. 
 
Interested?  
Email Eric Muller-Girard or Rev. Lois Annich with questions or to register. 

Registration is limited to 35, and closes on January 31, 
2016 

 
Rev. Lois Annich    216.321.2660     pastorannich@fhcpresb.org 
Eric Muller-Girard   216.752.7006     multimg@wowway.com 
 

 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
mailto:pastorannich@fhcpresb.org
mailto:multimg@wowway.com


9 

Check out the website        www.fhcpresb.org      Come and see! 

 

Children’s Ministries 
 
January was an action packed month! Pathways kids studied the story of 
the Good Samaritan.  Our children, putting their faith into action, made over 
35 children’s hygiene kits and 25 school supply bags for the children in the 
after school program at Our Family Home Center (affiliated with the Labre 
project).  Sincere thanks to Liz Wollaeger for helping the Pathways children 
complete this important work.  The younger children explored Jesus’ early 
life and ministry, and the nursery was filled with the play and laughter of our 
youngest children under the careful supervision of Tracy Long.  Thanks to 
all those who generously shared their gifts and time with the children of 
Forest Hill: 
 

 Danielle Cosgrove and Sandy Ladebue for teaching our Children’s 
Worship class in January. 

 Jane Duncan, Carol Leslie and Liz Wollaeger for teaching Pathways in 
January.  

 Alisha Trammel, Karen Loughridge, and Christina Hidek for 
shepherding the Pathways children in January. 

 

 
Children’s Worship Preschool and Kindergarten         
During the month of February, the Children’s Worship Class will be learning 
more about Jesus as they prepare for Lent.  They will be exploring these 
stories through response crafts.  Be sure to ask your children about the 
story they learn each week. 

 
Pathways to the Promise Land  Grades 1-5  
Our Pathways children will continue their study of the parables, with a focus 
on the Prodigal Son.  God’s grace draws us into relationship no matter how 
far the separation.  The Covenant calls us into relationship with God and we 
are expected to honor that relationship. And what does the Lord require of 
you but to do justice, love kindness and to walk humbly with your God 
(Micah 6:8)?  The children will use art, storytelling and contemplation to 
study the meaning of God’s grace.  The parable of the Prodigal Son shows 
us that by inheriting the covenant we also inherit God’s grace. 
 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
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February Dates to Know 

 
February 7

th
      Gathering Time  

Pathways children, grades 1-5, will begin in the Chapel at 11:00 am and 
then be dismissed to their workshops with their shepherds. 
 
February 14

th
     KISS (Kids in Sunday Service)   

Pathways children, grades 1-5, will worship and receive communion with 
their families.  The Children’s Worship class will begin in their classroom 
and then join their families for communion. 
 
February 21

st
 and 28

th
    Pathways to the Promise Land 

Children in grades 1-5 will begin in worship, and then will be dismissed to 
their workshops. 
 
Peace to all, 
 
Kate Burleigh 
Director of Children’s Ministries 
 
   
 
 
 
 

                          Music  
 
I look forward to welcoming guest instrumentalists during our dark, cold 
winter Sundays.  On Sunday, January 31, cellist Derek Snyder will join the 
Chancel Choir in lovely works by Roland Martin and a setting of 
Psalm 23 from the Sacred Harp.  Derek is the founder of the 
nuevo tango band The Oblivion Project, the cellist of the 
Hastings Piano Trio, and a teacher at the Cleveland Music 
School Settlement.  He is a renowned arranger of works for cello 
ensembles, focusing primarily on the music of Dave Brubeck 
and Astor Piazzolla.  He publishes works for cello at 
www.cellocelli.com.  (Several of my own works are published by him.) 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
http://www.cellocelli.com/
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On Sunday, February 21
st
, we welcome Tina Bergmann on hammered 

dulcimer and her husband Bryan Thomas on upright bass.   
Promoted as the "Diva of the Dulcimer" by Apollo's Fire, 
Cleveland's nationally known Baroque Orchestra, Tina is 
known for her driving energy and syncopated rhythms and was 
described by Pete Seeger as "the best hammered dulcimer 
player I've heard in my life."   Bryan is a versatile bassist who 
performs as a free-lance musician throughout northeast Ohio. 
He is the double bass instructor at Kent State University, and 

he also teaches in the jazz program at Cuyahoga Community College. 
 
As part of the Wednesday Lenten programs, the Chancel Choir will sing the 
ancient service of Compline on Wednesday, Feb. 24 at 7:30 pm.  This quiet, 
meditative, 30-minute sung service will be held in the candle-lit sanctuary 
with cantor John Lentz leading us in our sung prayer.  
 
As the month closes, we celebrate Black History Month with a gala concert 
on Sunday, Feb. 27

th
 at 6:30 pm (preceded by a soul food dinner).  More 

information about this event is elsewhere in the TOWER. 
 
A hearty welcome goes out to new Chancel Choir alto Amy Wadsworth and 
new Descant Choir singer Kate Jaycox!  New members are welcome at any 
time. 

 
 
Soli Deo Gloria 
 
Anne Wilson 
 
216-321-2660 (church) 
216-870-2729 (cell) 
annew@fhcpresb.org   
 
 

 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
mailto:annew@fhcpresb.org
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2016 Stewardship Campaign Concludes on High Note 
 
Matthew 6:21 was the centerpiece for the Forest Hill Church 2016 
Stewardship Campaign.  As demonstrated through the Campaign, the 
collective heart of the members and friends of Forest Hill Church is not just 
full, it is overflowing. 
 
With joyful praise and sincere gratitude The Stewardship Ministry is thrilled 
to inform you that because of your generosity $717,727 has been pledged 
through the 2016 Stewardship Campaign.   
 
This is incredible!  It is the largest amount pledged in recent memory.   
 
There are 215 pledges, including 25 first time pledgers.  Nearly $25,000 
more was pledged this year than last year; that’s greater than a 3.5% 
increase over last year.    
 
Session will now be able to meet all of their key objectives in 2016 under a 
balanced budget. 
 
For many of you, this pledge represents the largest gift you will give this 
year.  For all of you, it represents your deep commitment to the 
transformative power of God’s love found through the mission, programs, 
ministries and people of Forest Hill Church. 
 
 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
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The Deacons’ 
Corner 

On behalf of the Stewardship Ministry - Scott Peters, Ahren Stock, Melanie 
Alban, Jessica Kelly-Moore, Joy Stang, Peter Williams and Stephen Sedam 
- we shout out to YOU saying “Thank you!”  The 2016 Stewardship 
Campaign is officially closed and most assuredly a great success. 
 
The Stewardship Ministry would also like to acknowledge the tremendous 
support and assistance to the campaign provided by Lynda Bernays, the 
FHC Office Manager, and Becky Austin, the FHC Financial Administrator.   
 
With tremendous gratitude we bid a fond farewell to Scott Peters, Jessica 
Kelley-Moore, and Joy Stang, members of the ministry who were part of our 
terrific team in 2015 but whose service on Stewardship has concluded. 
 
Elder Steve Sedam 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We had cake.  We had cookies.  We had laughter 
and some tears.  When the Deacons gathered 
together on January 13 for their first meeting of 2016, 
we were joined by our 5 new (soon-to-be-elected) Deacons.  The positive 
energy was felt by all, even as we knew how much we would miss those 
who have completed this term of service. 
 
We... our whole church...will miss Joan Bacon, Carol Leslie, Mary McMillan 
and Pat Musick, all of whom have been grabbing volunteers for any number 
of tasks throughout the year and becoming the volunteer when necessary. 
Their service has been heartfelt – what a blessing for our church 
community. 
 
We now welcome Sally Davis, John Dugard, Ellen McChesney, Robin 
Mervine and Seth Ungemach! 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
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Sally has served as a Deacon earlier in her 36 years of membership at 
FHC. She has been involved in many of our church programs in addition to 
pilgrimages to Turkey, Greece and Rome.  We are so glad, Sally, you are 
with this group again! 
 
John joined our church 4 years ago and has been a very devout member of 
the Bible and Bagels group on Wednesday mornings. He has served the 
church in a number of ways, and now we are all so pleased John is a 
Deacon! 
 
Ellen, in her 53 years of membership, has been a Deacon twice before, and 
enjoys working with Abundance Pantry and getting the Tower publication 
together.  How wonderful for all of us to have Ellen's perspective on things! 
 
Robin is a longtime member of Forest Hill...33 years.  She has had a deep 
relationship with the church throughout this time, having served as a 
Deacon and Elder, while also being involved in our social outreach 
programs.  How fortunate we are to have Robin join this ministry again! 
 
Seth was baptized by Pastor John Lentz and has been a member for 10 
years.  He graduated from Bowling Green State University last May as a 
vocal music major and is currently teaching music. Seth is feeling very 
fortunate to be working as an intern with Anne Wilson and the choirs.  A 
blessing for all of us!  Thank you, Seth, for joining this older group of 
Deacons! 
 
"Give thanks to the Lord;  for He is good; His love endures forever." 
 
Thank you, Deacons! 
 
Kathy Carr 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
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From the Nominating Committee 

The following people will be presented at the Annual Meeting, January 
31, as this year’s slate of officers and leaders: 
 
Elders  
Robyn Hales, Justice and Mission, nominated to continue her service 
through 2016 
Barb Hansen, second year deacon nominated to also serve as an elder on 
Session, class of ‘16  
Kurt Haas, Trustee, class of ’16  
Class of ’18:    

Melanie Alban, Stewardship 
Patty Console, Worship 
Jessica Kelley-Moore, Justice and Mission  
Allan Khoury, Trustees 
Laurie Logan, Education and Spiritual Formation 
Julie Lustic, Vocation and Leadership 

 
Deacons  
Class of ‘18:  

Sally Davis 
John Dugard 
Ellen McChesney 
Robin Mervine 
Seth Ungemach  

 
Trustees 

Kurt Haas, trustee elder, class of ’16  
Class of ’18: 

Kay Dunlap, trustee 
Carol Gifford, trustee (continuing her service) 
Allan Khoury, trustee elder       

 
 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
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Elected Leaders  
Education and Spiritual Formation  

Alex Heston (Adult Team) 
Justice and Mission 
 Margaret Glaros,  Michael Glaros, Ann Williams  
Stewardship 

David Burleigh, Bill Ladebue , Lance Vernon 
Vocation and Leadership (Lay Leadership Development)  

Leslie Clement, Jeannine Gury     
Vocation and Leadership (Church Growth) 

Caleb Wright         
Vocation and Leadership (Nominating Committee) 

Wendy Brock, LaDon Headon, David Peterjohn, Barb Cloud  and 
Karen Loughridge (continuing their service)   

Worship  
Beth Garrett,   Barry Hartz, Joyce Pope,  Dele Solaru, 
Chris Vandall  

 
Thanks to the 2015 Nominating Committee: 

Doris Allen, Barb Cloud, Elaine Dannefer (representative from 
Trustees), John Dugard, Karen Loughridge, Susanne Peterjohn, Ron 
Register  

 
And thanks to the Nominating Committee chair, Elder Ron Polderman, 
who is finishing his three years of tireless work to identify Forest Hill Church 
leaders.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
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Greater Cleveland Congregations News 

An interview with Forest Hill Church member Steve Sedam 
 

What position did you accept for GCC?   
I serve on the Money Team for GCC.  This is the committee that seeks to 
raise charitable donations to support the work of GCC on an annual basis. 
 As the organization is growing in strength and effectiveness, financial 
support is needed to help ensure their ongoing operation and success.  I am 
also on an ad hoc committee which will advise GCC in how best to 
maximize its ability to effectively cultivate donors and meet its fundraising 
goals. 
 
What prompted you to do this work? 
This is a nice intersection of critical need and volunteer expertise. I had 
attended a few forums at church that described GCC, who they are and 
what they are trying to accomplish.  Their faith-based approach to some of 
the toughest social justice issues facing our communities today is very 
compelling. 
 
What about GCC compels you to offer your time and expertise? 
GCC provides a united voice for people from disparate backgrounds - 
young, old, black, white, Muslim, Christian and Jew - who have come 
together seeking to love justice and walk humbly before God.   I was 
fortunate enough to participate in the march sponsored by GCC last 
summer and found it to be a wonderful experience.  At GCC you really feel 
the community coming together around matters that affect the lives of 
people who otherwise are largely disenfranchised and neglected.  And they 
are truly making a difference.  They approach their work strategically and 
based on sound, practical recommendations. They seek reform in key areas 
such as gun violence, education, and criminal justice that will make 
Cleveland safer, more inclusive and set the course for a brighter future for 
all residents of this area. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/


18 

Check out the website        www.fhcpresb.org      Come and see! 

How is your experience so far?   
In fundraising, you aren't asking people for money;  you are asking people 
to act on their values to make a difference in the world and improve the lives 
of others.  So, though it's challenging, the effort is worth it.  Plus, I've met 
some terrific people such as GCC staff and other volunteers.  I find the staff 
to be highly competent, motivated, and fun to work with. 
 
Jennifer Blakeney 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News from Abundance Pantry  

 
At the Pantry Lunch on December 22, our guests were given blank 

Christmas present labels and asked to jot down something for which they 
are thankful. The labels were then hung on the tree in Fellowship Hall for all 

to see. This is just a small sampling of their thoughts... 
Beth Zych 

 

Abundance Pantry Guest Blessings 

 Thankful to be here with everyone for the Xmas lunch. Thankful for my 

siblings and for life itself. God is good all the time! 

 Thankful for being very respectful and loving 

 So grateful for so much! Family, friends, my dear husband, Mike, of 44 

years, son, Chris, and dear grandkids Lauren, Lincoln, and Grace. May 

God continue to bless us all – All over this world. 

 Thank God that He gave me another chance. 

 Health, family – daughter, dad, mom – spiritual growth 

 Good health and I lived to see another blessing day that the Lord has 

made! 

 Family and new church 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
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 I’m blessed to have my health and to be able to come to a place like 

this 

 I am thankful for having people like you 

 Thankful for Christmas, family, my apartment, my friend 

 I am thankful for my parents 

 Thank God for the reason for the season and for all of Jesus’ 

blessings! Family, children, grandchildren, sibling, good health. Good 

people like you all! Thank you! 

 Prayer for long life, good health (and a car!)…Praise God! 

 EVERYTHING!!! 

 Health, Forest Hill Church, work to keep me busy 

 Thankful for beautiful people of this church…the beautiful people I’ve 

met here! Father God…Thank you! 

 Happy year, better health, better relationship with family 

 My son is my life and better health. Someone to trust. 

 I am thankful for my cats 

 To stay strong…STRENGTH! 

 I am thankful for my family and children and all the love that is around 

in my house! 

 My wish is that everyone has a safe Christmas and a healthy New 

Year! 

 I am thankful to have a family that loves me, and the Lord…Thank you 

Jesus!! 

 Thankful for my mother doing good and feeling better 

 I’m thankful for waking up this morning 

 I am thankful for life and health. I want a safe and merry Christmas. I 

am grateful for everything I receive! 

 I’m thankful for being as old as I am and healthy and for the Lord loving 

me! 

 I am thankful for God’s love and grace and for family 

 I thank God for health and strength. I thank Him for my family, for the 

roof over our head, and also for my husband. Amen. 
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Earth Care New Year’s Resolutions 
 
It’s that time of year again---when we make (or break) most of our 
New Year’s Resolutions.  But we have all of 2016 to care for our 
Earthly home. God is depending on us! Here are ten specific actions 

we can take to protect and enhance our environment in 2016: 
 

1. Lower thermostat settings a bit during the winter months 
2. Minimize use of water for bathing, gardening and lawns  
3. Combine automotive trips to save on fuel 
4. Minimize electricity and natural gas utility usage 
5. Buy forest products (paper, lumber) only from certifiable sustainable 

sources 
6. Reduce, re-use, and recycle paper, plastic, metal, glass 
7. Grow or purchase local fresh foods when possible 
8. Minimize food consumption that benefits only agribusinesses 
9. Be conscious of, care for and maintain biodiversity in our home and 

community 
10. Contact government officials and representatives to support 

environmental legislation  
 

Dave Neff and the Earth Care Green Team 
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News of Our Church Family 

Care Group    
The Calvary CARE Group will be responsible for meeting members’ needs 
during February.  Please contact the church office in case of illness, 
hospitalizations, births or deaths (or other family emergencies) in any FHC 
family. 
Members of the Calvary CARE Group are: 
Jenny Himmelman, Deacon leader 
Jewrett Bailey & family 
Kevin & Brittani Ball & family 
Amber & Derrik Balogh 
Nancy Burcham 
Bruce & Beverly Cameron 
Paul Cary, Sue Yelanjian & family 
Jordan Dail 
Kay Dunlap 
Bill Finn & Rachel Martinez-Finn 
Tim & Carol Gifford 
Ajah Hales 
Robyn Hales 
Judy Hammer 
Chris Henry 

Alex Heston & Elizabeth Endicott-Heston 
David & Anne Hunter 
Paolo Iannarelli & Maria Raijki 
Paul Jennings  
Bill and Sandy Ladebue 
Fred & Joann Lafferty 
Patricia Ludwig 
Daryl Musick 
Jeremy Ryman & Diane Moyer & family 
Sampson Tedunjaiye, Victoria Sampson  
         & family 
Lee & Cathi Thomas 
Beryl Williams 
Caleb Wright 
Bob & Ginny Young 

 
Please remember these homebound members in your prayers:   
Bill Currie, Marge Drollinger, Betty Farnfield,  Iris Gilbert, Ron Klein, Emelia 
McGuire, Joyce Peters, George Sentell, Margie and Dwight Stauffer, Elaine 
Tapié, Lorian Thomas 
 
Please pray for those with ongoing prayer concerns: 
Jack Quinn, Dennis Wedding (Jeannine Gury’s brother). 
 
Ushers  
Thanks to Roger Heineman, FHC’s tireless Head Usher, and his weekly 
crew of ushers.  New members are always welcome – please contact the 
church office. 
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Volunteer Hours in December 
The office volunteers – Nancy Grube, Pat Jenkins, Beth Zych, Cathy 
Ghiandoni, Anne Smith, and Elspeth Peterjohn – worked a total of 46½ 
hours in December.  Thanks to these intrepid workers as well as the weekly 
money counters and the monthly TOWER assembly crew! 
 

Social Groups     

Iris Circle (all women of the church):  Lunch and Bible study 
Iris Circle will meet Tuesday February 16 at noon for a potluck lunch in 
Bodwell Hall.  The Rev. Lois Annich will guide us with a Bible Study after 
lunch.  Please join us for food and fellowship, and bring your Bibles. 
February 16, Bodwell Hall of FHC, 12:00 pm 
   
The Group (60s – 70s):  Super Bowl L (50) party 
The Group will again be cheering (or not) at a Super Bowl party on Sunday, 
February 7, 6:00 pm at the home of Hal and Pat Musick (369 West Glen 
Eagle Drive, Highland Hts, 44143).  Come enjoy football, food, fellowship, 
commercials and a chance to take a chance.  Bring an appetizer, salad or 
dessert.  Soups will be provided by the Musicks and Ghiandonis. BYOB.  
Let us know that you are coming and what you will bring.  RSVP to Musicks 
at halmusick@att.net or 440 442-3592 or, or Ghiandonis at 216 691-1905 or 
ghiandoni.c@gmail.com . 

Bring some quarters and fill in your squares - 50 cents each.  100 
squares available - will you be one of the lucky winners? 

February 7, Musicks’ home, 6 pm 
 
Young Adults (20s-30s):  Second Sunday Brunch,  Feb. 14 
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Announcements!  Announcements! 
 

 

 Easter is 
March 27  

 
Did you know that 

Easter can be as early 
as March 22 

and as late as April 25? 
   

TOWER  deadlines: 7 am on 
Feb. 19, March 18, April 15 
 

 Remember the 
Annual Meeting –  

January 31 
 
The church phone number is 216-321-2660. Our website is 
www.fhcpresb.org  
 
 
Emails and extensions for the staff are as follows: 

Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.    Pastor pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org 
Rev. Lois Annich Interim Assoc. Pastor pastorannich@fhcpresb.org 
Rachel McDonald Interim Assoc. Pastor RachelM@fhcpresb.org 
Anne Wilson                        Music annew@fhcpresb.org   
Shannon Headen            Youth shannon@fhcpresb.org      
Kate Burleigh Children kateb@fhcpresb.org 
Lynda Bernays                  Administration office@fhcpresb.org 
Becky Austin                    Finance beckya@fhcpresb.org    
Peg Weissbrod                 Outreach webeditor@fhcpresb.org 
Stavros Gazis                   Custodial office@fhcpresb.org 

 
Custodians’ cell phone:  216-217-5257 
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Sundays in February 
9:00 Child care begins 
9:30 Adult education 
  Youth education (gr. 6-12) 
  Descant Choir (gr. 1-5) 
10:15 Descant Choir activity 
10:30 Continental Breakfast 
  Chancel Choir 
11:00 WORSHIP  
  Children’s Worship class (preK, K) 
11:00   Pathways to the Promise Land (Feb. 7) 
11:15 Pathways to the Promise Land (gr. 1-5)  
  Feb 14:  Children stay in worship for communion  
12:15 Fellowship Hour 
            Black History Month event (see p. 7) 
           Sine Nomine Choir (Gr. 6-12) Feb, 7, 21 
4:00    Labre Project (2

nd
, 4

th
 Sundays) 

5:00 Faith Leader   
            Living in Prayer class 

 

February 7:  Transfiguration of the Lord 
11:00   Ordination and Installation of Officers 
12:30   Taste of New Orleans 
6:00    The Group:  Super Bowl party   

Exodus 34: 29-35 
Psalm 99 
2 Corinthians 3:12 – 4:2 
Luke 9: 28-36 

February 14:  Lent 1          Valentine’s Day 
10:30  Cherub Choir rehearsal 
11:00  Worship:  Communion 
12:30  Young Adult Brunch 

Deuteronomy 26: 1-11 

Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16 

Romans 10: 8b-13 

Luke 4: 1-13 

February 21:  Lent 2 
12:15  Blood Pressure check 
 12:30 Panel discussion:   
                      A Case for Reparations 

Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18 
Psalm 27 
Philippians 3:17 – 4:1 
Luke 13: 31-35 

February 28:  Lent 3 
12:30 Belhar Confession discussion 
1:30  Apollo’s Fire rehearsal 
6:30  Apollo’s Fire rehearsal 

Isaiah 55: 1-9 
Psalm 63: 1-8 
1 Corinthians 10: 1-13 
Luke 13: 1-9 

The Revised Common Lectionary readings are listed here. 
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