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Minutes of the One Hundred Seventh Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
January 25, 2015 

 
The one hundred-seventh Annual Meeting of the Congregation of Forest Hill Church, 
Presbyterian was held in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday afternoon, January 25, 2015.  Prior 
notice of the meeting was given as required. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr., the Moderator, opened the 
Annual Meeting with prayer at 12:37 p.m. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that a quorum was present with 128 members attending.   
 
A printed Annual Report was given to everyone in attendance.  The Report included the 
Meeting Agenda, Minutes from the One Hundred-Sixth Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
and the Corporation.  Also included were the Annual Reports of Dr. Lentz and Rev. Beal, 
reports from each Ministry of Session, Nominating Committee, as well as 2014 Membership 
Statistics, Cash Accounting for Operating and Non-budgeted Activity, Budgeted Revenue and 
Expense Statement, and Total Benevolent Giving for 2014.  The following special reports 
were also included:  Forest Hill Church Endowment Fund, 2015 Budget, 2015 Terms of Call 
for the pastors, and Music Programs. 
 
Minutes –The Moderator reported that the Minutes of the One Hundred-Sixth Annual 
Meeting of the Congregation had been reviewed and approved by Session.  Dr. Lentz asked if 
there were any corrections from the floor.  There were no corrections.   
 
Motion: Elder Tom Zych made a motion that the Minutes of the 2014 Annual Meeting be 
accepted as reviewed and approved by Session. 

Motion was seconded and passed. 
 
Celebrating Forest Hill Church 
Dr. Lentz asked members in attendance to highlight people and activities of FHC to be 
celebrated from the past year, including: 
 

 The Music Program, the Pastoral and professional staff, and the Congregation of FHC 
 Involvement in and commitment to Greater Cleveland Congregations (GCC) 
 Faith Leaders 
 Expansion and success of the Food Pantry ministry 
 Growth of the Labre ministry in East Cleveland and Our Family Home Center 
 Participation of 15 members in the Homeless Stand Down 
 Success of the Haiti Mission fundraiser to fully fund a small town’s new well 
 Third annual outdoor worship service held in August 2014 
 Positive cash flow 
 The Pathways and Youth Program education programs led by Dacia Prins and 

Shannon Headen 
 Deanne Lentz’ and Todd Webster’s leadership of the 2015 Confirmation Class 
 Morag Keefe, her hospitality and culinary wizardry  
 Adult Education  

 
 
Report from the Sacred Spaces Committee –Elder Elizabeth Shaw provided an update 
about the process to consider renovating the FHC sanctuary and worship space.  The 
Committee started by highlighting the positives about our current space and then 
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considered ways to enhance and improve the space with technology and aesthetics.  
Improvements include lighting, removal of pews, where appropriate, new hardware to hang 
art, a video screen, and new carpeting. The slide presentation showed proposed changes to 
the sanctuary, balcony, both transcepts, the entrance hallways, narthex, and the coatroom.  
The general consensus was positive.  Elder Shaw noted that there are certain 
improvements, such as the sound system and electrical that will be pursued immediately, 
while others, such as the video screen, will require further study. 
 
Report of the Nominating Committee and Election of Officers – Elder Ron Polderman, 
Chair of the Nominating Committee and acting on its behalf, placed the names of the 
following persons into nomination as Elder to serve for a three-year term on Session, Class 
of 2017:  
 
Jeff Smith – Clerk of Session    Ahren Stock – Stewardship 
Charity McDonald – Justice and Mission 
Derek Duncan – Worship     
Sharon Shumaker – Education and Spiritual Formation (Youth Team) 
 
Elder for a one-year term, Class of 2015 
 
Rosanna Sprague – Trustees 
Joan Bacon - Deacons 
 
The nominees stood as they were introduced.  The Moderator asked if there were 
nominations from the floor.  There were none and the slate was approved by acclamation. 
 
Elder Ron Polderman placed the following names into nomination to serve as Deacons 
Class of 2017 (three-year term): 
 
Kathy Carr   Jason Hidek  
Barb Hansen   Gretchen Reynolds 
 
Class of 2015:  
Joan Bacon (Elder)  
 
The nominees stood as they were introduced.  The Moderator asked if there were 
nominations from the floor.  There were none and the slate was approved by acclamation. 
 
Elder Ron Polderman announced the names of those who will serve as Elected Leaders on 
the following Ministries: 
 
Education and Spiritual Formation   Ministry of Stewardship 
Kurt Haas (Youth Team)    Melanie Alban 
Pat Jenkins (Adult Team)    Jessica Kelley-Moore 
Dustin Prins (Adult Team)    Joy Stang 
 
 
Justice and Mission     Worship 
Dale Dannefer      Sandy Schultz 
Quentin Smith 
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Vocation and Leadership 
Lia Clement (Church Growth) 
 
The nominees stood as they were introduced.  The Moderator asked if there were 
nominations from the floor.  There were none and the slate was approved by acclamation. 
 
Elder Polderman placed the following names into nomination to serve on Nominating 
Committee for2015: 
 
Doris Allen      Barb Cloud 
John DuGard      Karen Loughridge 
Susanne Peterjohn     Ron Register 
 
The nominees stood as they were introduced.  The Moderator asked if there were 
nominations from the floor.  There were none and the slate was approved by acclamation. 
 
Elder Polderman commended the members of the 2014Nominating Committee, Doris Allen, 
Joan Bacon (Deacons), Jennifer Blakeney, Elaine Dannefer (Trustees), Chris Henry, Charissa 
Peterson, and Jim Roosa, for their dedication and service and Dr. Lentz asked the 
congregation to express its thanks to Ron Polderman for his leadership of the Nominating 
Committee. 
 
Presentation of the 2015 Session Budget – Elder Paul Jennings, as Chair of the Session 
Budget Committee, came forward to present the Budget for 2015.  Before presenting the 
budget, Elder Jennings thanked the second-year Elders as members of the Budget 
Committee for their hard work and presented the following report of the highlights of the 
2015 Budget: 
 

 Pledges of $693,270 are an increase of $53,442 over 2014 and represent an 8% 
increase in base pledges. 

 The surplus of $15,000 in prepayments of 2015 pledges in 2014allowed us to pay 
the 2015 Boiler Loan and the Endowment Loan payments in advance.  

 The most significant increases are in salaries for staff, particularly the increase of 
Pastor Clover Beal’s salary from ¾ time to fulltime.  This was a matter of fairness to 
pay Clover based on her actual work commitment to FHC. 

 The decrease in the Justice and Mission base budget from pledges recognizes the 
need to support salary increases for staff, which directly supports our mission work 
and the development of congregational leaders. In addition, Session has 
acknowledged the impact of benevolences from other sources within the 
congregation that are outside of the annual budget, but represent the actual extent 
of benevolence giving at Forest Hill Church. 

 
Elder Jennings then presented the Budget for 2015 adopted by Session as follows: 
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After a brief discussion, the budget as approved and recommended by Session was affirmed. 
 
The Clerk, Elder Scott Lafferty, presented the Terms of Call for Dr. John Lentz, Jr. and Rev. 
Clover Beal.  Prior to the presentation, Dr. Lentz and Rev. Beal along with their families left 
the room.  Elder Lafferty stated that the proposed base salary increase for Dr. Lentz is 2%.  
The Terms of Call for Rev. Beal represent a change from ¾ time to fulltime status.  Session 
strongly supports this change for Rev. Beal as a matter of fairness to represent Rev. Beal’s 
actual time commitment to FHC and her request to expand her role developing programs 
and her role as Director of Lay Leadership.  The proposed change was initially approved by 
Session and presented to the Committee on Ministry for the Presbytery of the Western 
Reserve, and the full PWR, which approved the change at its November 2014 meeting. 
 
The Terms of Call are follow on p. 6. 
 
Motion:  Elder Dave Bell made a motion to approve the Terms of Call as recommended by 
Session. 
 Motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
The Pastors returned to the meeting.  
 
The Congregational Meeting was adjourned at 1:25 p.m. to convene the Annual Meeting of 
the Corporation.  The Congregational Meeting was reconvened at 1:45 p.m. 
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Recognition of Leaders – Dr. Lentz recognized and thanked the following Elders for their 
leadership on Session: Nick Baumgartner (Trustees), Barb Cloud (Deacons), Paul Jennings 
(Trustees), Scott Lafferty (Clerk of Session), Deanne Lentz (Justice and Mission), Elizabeth 
Shaw (Worship), Dele Solaru (Stewardship), Anona Stack (Justice and Mission) and Elaine 
Turley (Education and Spiritual Formation). 
 
The outgoing third year Elders shared reflections on their service as a leader at Forest Hill 
Church and provided highlights from their Ministry’s work during 2013.  Members were 
given an opportunity to ask questions of the Elders.   
 
Dr. Lentz also recognized and thanked outgoing Deacons – Barb Cloud (Elder) and Cathy 
Ghiandoni, Carol Hopkins-Lutz, and Dick Peterjohn; outgoing Trustees – Tim Gifford and 
Paul Jennings; and outgoing Elected Leaders, David Burleigh, Derek Duncan, Charity 
McDonald, and Ron Schmidt for fulfilling their terms of service. Trustee Tim Gifford thanked 
the Kitchen Committee for their work with the ongoing renovation of the church kitchen. 
 
Closing – There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 2:05 p.m., with prayer. 
 
 
Scott W. Lafferty Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr. 
Clerk of Session Moderator 


