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Service of Worship 

July 24, 2016 at 10:00 am 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship.   

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship. 
If you are visiting, please join us in wearing a name tag so that we might greet you. 

Our ushers have hearing devices, large print editions of the bulletin,  
activity bags for children staying in worship, and directions to our  

nursery for babies and young children.  
 

Prayer of Preparation 
I will exalt you, LORD, for you lifted me out of the depths  and did not let my 
enemies gloat over me. LORD my God, I called to you for help, and you healed me. 
You, LORD, brought me up from the realm of the dead;  you spared me from going 
down to the pit.  

Psalm 30: 1-3 

Welcome 

Prelude  Bill Carter 
“Interior Window” 

Choral Introit  spiritual 
“Great Day” 

Greeting Our God with Joy 

Call to Worship   Elder Jennifer Blakeney 
Leader:  When our hearts are hard and we are stuck in our ways, 
People:  Break us, in your mercy, from the bonds of stagnation. 
Leader:  When our brokenness causes us to harm others, 
People:  Melt away our fears and our pain. 
Leader:  When the prospect of changing seems so difficult, we fear we 

won’t survive. 
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People:  Mold us into a clearer image of Christ, one loving deed at a 
time. 

Leader:  When the constant work of life leaves us feeling dry, used, and 
empty, 

People:  Fill our hearts anew with your purposes and your desires. 
Leader:  Spirit of the living God, 
All:  Fall afresh on me. 

* Opening  Hymn No. 288  “Spirit of the Living God” 
 

* Please stand if you are able 

 
Renewing Our Relationship with God 

Prayer of Confession  
Most High God, hear our prayer.  
We know there is much that clamors to possess us: power and 
addiction; false peace and false community; fear and anger. We 
know that sometimes we say yes to these forces. We know, too, 
that you are stronger than even hate and fear and prejudice. So we 
ask for your help. We ask for your healing. We ask that you make 
us whole, through the love of Jesus.  
Hear now our silent prayer. 

Time of Silent Confession 

Kyrie eleison  (Lord, have mercy)  Jaired Birks 
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Affirming the Good News in Our Lives 

Assurance of Pardon 

* Response  Paul Vasile 
“Glory to God” 

 
 
Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 

Scripture Lessons 
Psalm 139, read responsively:  the leader reads the odd-numbered 
verses, the congregation reads the even-numbered verses 

1O Lord, you have searched me and known me.  

2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts 
from far away.  

3You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all 
my ways.  
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4Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely.  

5You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.  

6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot 
attain it.  

7Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your 
presence?  

8If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are 
there.  

9If I take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the 
sea,  

10even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me 
fast.  

11If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me 
become night,”  

12even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, 
for darkness is as light to you.  

13For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my 
mother’s womb.  

14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are 
your works; that I know very well.  

15My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.  
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16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written 
all the days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet 
existed.  

17How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of 
them!  

18I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the end—
I am still with you.  

19O that you would kill the wicked, O God, and that the bloodthirsty 
would depart from me—  

20those who speak of you maliciously, and lift themselves up against 
you for evil!  

21Do I not hate those who hate you, O Lord? And do I not loathe those 
who rise up against you?  

22I hate them with perfect hatred; I count them my enemies.  

23Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts.  

24See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.  

 
Anthem  Joe Utterback 

“Peace Will Come One Day” 
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Isaiah 6: 1-8   read by Jaired Birks 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 
and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in 
attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their 
faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And 
one called to another and said: 
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;  the whole earth is full of his glory.’  
The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and 
the house filled with smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my 
eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’  

 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been 
taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth 
with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has 
departed and your sin is blotted out.’ Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; 
send me!’  

Luke 8: 4-8 
When a great crowd gathered and people from town after town came to 
him, he said in a parable: ‘A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he 
sowed, some fell on the path and was trampled on, and the birds of the 
air ate it up. Some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered for lack 
of moisture. Some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it and 
choked it. Some fell into good soil, and when it grew, it produced a 
hundredfold.’ As he said this, he called out, ‘Let anyone with ears to hear 
listen!’  
 After the readings 

 Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 
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* Hymn No. 171  “A Sower Came from Ancient Hills” 
Prayer requests may be passed to the ushers during this hymn 

Sermon  Jaired Birks 
“The Breaking of the Shell” 

Prayers of the People 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  
 

Ritual of Friendship   

 
Offering  
 
 
Offertory  Mark Hayes 

“Safe within Your Arms” 
Jaired Birks, solo 
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* Response  South African song 
 

 
* Prayer of Dedication 

Going Forth to Live as God’s People 

* Closing Hymn No. 22  “God of the Sparrow” 

* Commission and Blessing 

*  Choral Benediction 

*  Passing of the Peace 
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Postlude John Stanley 

“Trumpet Voluntary” 
 
 

 
 

Welcome Visitors! 
We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may 
have. Visitor welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex. 
Take one home with you! Our website, www.fhcpresb.org, lists 
upcoming events, education programs for all ages, and texts and audio of 
past sermons. 

Welcome to today’s preacher – Jaired Birks, a Cleveland Heights native 
who worshiped at Forest Hill Church for several years while attending 
Cleveland Heights High School. He was an active member of the choir and 
congregation, serving for a time on the Ministry of Justice and Mission.  
Jaired recently graduated from Ohio Northern University with a Bachelor 
of Music in Music Performance and plans to attend seminary in 2017 to 
become a pastor in the United Methodist Church. 

Notes & Announcements 
Chancel Flowers:  Today’s flowers are given by Cate Monaghan in loving 
memory of her parents, Rose McKenna Monaghan and Patrick J. 
Monaghan;  and by Lia Clement in loving memory of Judy Hubach. 
 
Prayers are requested this week for: Gracie Glaros, Max Harmon, Carol 
Hopkins-Lutz, Alex Jamieson, Marge Kaercher, Mary Lewis, Connie 
Reynolds, Robin Richards, Robert Ruggeri, Walter Schultz, George Sentell, 
Carolyn Smith, Joy Stang and Debbie Ungemach. 
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Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: Ruth 
Brickel, Bill Currie, Marge Drollinger, Emma Jane Gibbs, Iris Gilbert, Ron 
Klein, Emelia McGuire, Joyce Peters, Jack Quinn, Margie Stauffer, Elaine 
Tapié, Lorian Thomas. 
 
 
 
 
 
Care Group  
The Corinth Care Group is responsible for meeting members’ needs 
during July.  Please call the church office to report an illness, 
hospitalization, family emergency, birth or death.  Information will then 
be passed on to the Care Group leaders.  
 
Nursery care for babies and young children is available on the second 
floor of the Monticello Wing. 

Coming Up 

TODAY 
In your bulletin you will find green Prayer Request slips.  If you would like 
one of the Pantry Lunch guests to pray for you, please write your request 
on one of the green slips of paper and place it in the offering or in the 
basket at the doorway. 
 
THIS WEEK 
Bible Study:  The lessons for this week are Hosea 11: 1-11;  Psalm 107: 1-
9, 43;  Colossians 3: 1-11;  Luke 12: 13-21. 

 Bible and Bagels discusses the psalm and gospel lessons on 
Wednesday mornings from 7:30 to 8:30. All are welcome!   

The Deacons encourage you to stop by the Greeting Card Table in 
Fellowship Hall before or after worship to sign a card for any member 
who is ill or homebound. We will address and mail the card for you. 
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 Mid-Week Bible Study, Thursday, 7:30 pm in South Hall:  Rachel 
McDonald is leading a mid-week summer bible study about taking 
the Gospel outside the walls of our church. It meets Thursdays 
@7:30 pm in South Hall through Aug 4.  Drop-ins welcome; no 
advance prep needed. 

 Adult Education Bible study, Sundays, 9:00 am: Tom Zych is leading 
an adult bible study on what the bible teaches about political power. 

 
NEXT SUNDAY 
Summer Choir:  Next Sunday is your last chance to join this year’s 
Summer Choir!  There’s a 25-minute rehearsal in the choir room 
(underneath Fellowship Hall) at 9:30 am.  Come one, come all!  Thanks to 
all who shared their musical gifts this summer. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD  
Habitat for Humanity Apostles Build:  Forest Hill Church is again helping 
to rehab houses on Cleveland’s east side through Habitat for Humanity's 
Apostles Build. Remaining volunteer dates are Sept. 24 and Oct. 8. See 
the bulletin board for more info or contact Nathan Baldwin 
(n.baldwin.usaf@gmail.com or 216-392-1313) to volunteer. 
 
The Group:  All are invited to join The Group for a picnic followed by a 
play at the Rabbit Run Theater on Aug. 14. Contact Kathy Hanna-Stauffer 
for details  (khannas@sbcglobal.net or 216 544-0916). And save 
September 17 for an Indians game! More info at www.fhcpresb.org.  
Ticket orders for the game need to be placed by August 10;  contact 
Marcia Grant (mgrant@us.edu or 216-536-5710). 
 
 
 

mailto:n.baldwin.usaf@gmail.com
tel:216-392-1313
mailto:khannas@sbcglobal.net
tel:216%20544-0916
http://www.fhcpresb.org/
mailto:mgrant@us.edu
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Calendar:  July 24-31, 2016 
 

Sunday, July 24 
9:00 am   Summer Adult Education 
9:30 am   Child care begins 
                  Continental Breakfast 
                  Summer Choir 
10:00 am WORSHIP 
11:15 am Coffee and Conversation 
3:15 pm   Softball 
 
Monday, July 25 
6:00 pm   Progress not Perfection (AA) 
                  PWR Meeting, Bethany PC 
6:30 pm   Discernment Task Force mtg 
7:00 pm   Al Anon 
7:30 pm   Borton Group (AA) 
                   
Tuesday, July 26 
12:00 pm  Abundance Lunch 
1:00 pm    Abundance Pantry distribution 
5:00 pm    Fitness Fusion 
 
Wednesday, July 27 
7:30   am   Bible and Bagels 
12:30 pm   Wed. Women’s AA 

Thursday, July 28 
5:00 pm   Fitness Fusion 
7:30 pm   Mid-Week Bible Study 
 
Friday, July 29 
9:30 am  Al Anon 
 
Saturday, July 30 
10:00 am  Noble Road PC Retreat 
2:00 pm   Memorial Service for 
                      Elaine Dannefer 
                  Reception following 
 
Sunday, July 31 
8:30 am   Nominating Committee 
9:00 am   Summer Adult Education 
9:30 am   Child care begins 
                  Continental Breakfast 
                  Summer Choir 
10:00 am WORSHIP 
11:15 am Coffee and Conversation 
3:15 pm   Softball 
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Staff Emails 
Rev. Lois Annich Interim Assoc. Pastor pastorannich@fhcpresb.org 
Becky Austin                    Finance beckya@fhcpresb.org    
Lynda Bernays                  Administration office@fhcpresb 
Kate Burleigh Children kateb@fhcpresb.org 
Stavros Gazis                   Custodial office@fhcpresb 
Shannon Headen            Youth shannon@fhcpresb.org      
Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr.  Pastor pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org 
Rachel McDonald Interim Assoc. Pastor rachelm@fhcpresb.org 
Peg Weissbrod                 Publicity pegweissbrod@gmail.com 
Anne Wilson                        Music annew@fhcpresb.org   

 
Cover image: We Choose Love  © The SALT Project 
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Outdoor Worship on the front steps 

Cookout in the courtyard 

Music by Elegy  

Saturday, August 13 

6:30 pm 


