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Service of Worship 

October 16, 2016 at 11:00 am 
Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship. 

If you are visiting, please join us in wearing a name tag so that we might greet you. 
Our ushers have hearing devices, large print editions of the bulletin, 

activity bags for children staying in worship, and directions to our 
nursery for babies and young children. 

 

Prayer of Preparation 
God beyond all seeing and knowing, we meet you in the night of change and crisis, 
and wrestle with you in the darkness of doubt. 
Give us the will and spirit to live faithfully and love as we are loved.   Amen. 

Welcome 

Prelude  
"Be Still and Know" 

Cherub Choir;  Lisa Koops, director 

Greeting Our God with Joy 

Call to Worship   Elder Jack Breisch 
Leader:  Be still, and know that God is.  
People:  God was, also, in the beginning. 
Leader:  And when all human striving has ceased, God will still be.  
People:  From everlasting to everlasting, God is God and alone is worthy 

to be worshiped.  
Leader:  Let us sing praise to our God.  

* Processional  Hymn No. 619  “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” 

*please stand if able 
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Renewing Our Relationship with God 

Prayer of Confession  
Gracious God, 
We confess what seems always with us: broken things within us 
that seem never to mend, empty places within us that seem always 
to ache. O God of love and grace, help us accept ourselves: lead us 
to do those good and true things that are not compromised by 
anything within us.  As much as can be, mend us and fill us.  
For all these things, we will give you the glory; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior.   Amen.  
 

Time of Silent Confession 

Kyrie eleison  (Lord, have mercy)  John Merbecke 

Affirming the Good News in Our Lives 

Assurance of Pardon 

* Response  Paul Vasile 
“Glory to God” 
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Anthem  Georg Neumark 
“If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee” 

Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 

Minute for Mission  Tom Zych 
“US Together” 

* Hymn No. 294   “Within Our Darkest Night” 
Prayer requests to be read during the Prayers of the People 

may be passed to the ushers during this hymn 

Scripture Lessons 
Psalm 121 (read responsively)  

Leader:  I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come?  
People: My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  
Leader: He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not 

slumber.  
People: He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  
Leader: The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right 

hand.  
People: The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.  
Leader: The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.  
People: The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this 

time on and forevermore.  

 
Genesis 32: 22-31 

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his 
eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and 
sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had.  
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Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When 
the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the 
hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 
Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will 
not let you go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your 
name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be 
called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, 
and have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” 
But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 
So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, 
and yet my life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, 
limping because of his hip.  

 Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon  Rev. Lois Annich 
“Wrestling with God” 

Prayers of the People 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 
Ritual of Friendship    

Offering  
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Offertory  John Bell 
“Sing Hey to the Carpenter” 

* Response   South Africa 

“Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises!” 

 
* Prayer of Dedication 

Going Forth to Live as God’s People 

* Closing Hymn No. 11   “Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud” 

* Commission and Blessing 

*  Choral Benediction 

*  Passing of the Peace 
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Postlude  trad. Puerto Rican 
“Mirad cuán bueno y cuán delicioso” 

(Behold, how good and pleasant) 
Rachel McDonald, piano 

 
 

The Race and Inclusion Committee will present a report  
to the congregation 

immediately following worship. 
 

 

 

 
Welcome Visitors! 
We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may 
have. Welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex. Take one 
home with you! Be sure to visit our website, www.fhcpresb.org, for a list 
of upcoming events, education programs for all ages, and past sermon 
texts and audio.  

 
Notes & Announcements 
Chancel Flowers:  Today’s flowers are given by Liz Wollaeger in honor of 
the children and youth of Forest Hill Church;  and by Mike and Margie 
Glaros in memory of Margie’s mom, Eleanor Luff, and their dear friend 
Ann Jones. 
 
Prayers are requested this week for: Max Harmon, Laurie Muller-Girard, 
Robin Richards, Robert Ruggeri, Connie Sekerak-Hicks, George Sentell, Joy 
Stang, and Debbie Ungemach.  
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The Deacons encourage you to stop by the Greeting Card Table in 
Fellowship Hall before or after worship to sign a card for one or more of 
our homebound members. We will address and mail the card for you. 

Please remember these homebound members in your prayers:  Bill 
Currie, Marge Drollinger, Emma Jane Gibbs, Iris and Al Gilbert, Ron Klein, 
Emelia McGuire, Joyce Peters, Jack Quinn, Margie Stauffer, Elaine Tapié, 
Lorian Thomas. 
 
Please pray for Bill Finn and Rachel Martinez-Finn and their family;  Bill’s 
father Barry Finn died October 7.  
 
  

 
 

Care Group:  The Nazareth Care Group is responsible for meeting 
members’ needs during October.  Please call the church office to report 
an illness, hospitalization, family emergency, birth or death.  Information 
will then be passed on to the Care Group leaders.  
 
Thank you to head usher Roger Heineman and today’s ushers.  Please 
contact the church office if you are interested in joining an usher team.  

 

TODAY 
Today’s music: We are grateful for this morning’s music leaders, Seth 
Ungemach and Rachel McDonald.  Anne Wilson is in Marcellus, NY (in the 
lovely Finger Lakes region) to give an organ recital. 
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Coming Up 

THIS WEEK 
Refrigerator Needed:  The Food Pantry at Calvary Lutheran Church in 
East Cleveland needs a refrigerator.  If you have a used one in working 
order, please call the FHC office (216-321-2660).  A truck will be available 
for pickup. 
 
Iris Circle (all women of the church): Garden Valley Neighborhood House 
visit, October 18.  Meet at the church at 10 am to carpool.  Lunch will be 
prepared at GVNP for the group;  RSVP to Carolyn Vrtinski 
(carolynvrtunski@yahoo.com or 216-752-7131). 
 
Bible Study:  The lessons for this week are: Joel 2: 23-32;  Psalm 65;  2 
Timothy 4: 6-8, 16-18; Luke 18: 9-14.   

Bible and Bagels discusses next Sunday’s text(s) on Wednesday 
mornings from 7:30 to 8:30. All are welcome! 

 
NEXT SUNDAY 
Adult Education, 9:30 in South Hall:  Kerygma small groups on “The Odd 
Couple – Jonah and Ruth” will meet until November 20.  Bible 101 will 
meet in the library until November 20.   
 
Beer ‘n Hymns at The BottleHouse Brewery on Lee Rd near Washington: 
Next Sunday at 7 pm, join us for an old-fashioned hymn-sing in a family-
friendly environment.  BYO food or buy pizza and cookies from us; buy 
beer, mead, cocktails or root beer from the BottleHouse. 
 
 
 

mailto:carolynvrtunski@yahoo.com
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Labre Project The Labre Project needs additional volunteers to prepare 
food for the twice-monthly meals served at Our Family Home Center in 
East Cleveland.  Contact Jack Breisch (jbrei@hawken.edu or 440-241-
5149) for more information. 
 
Family Promise - Fall Move-Out Bag Collection:  We are collecting 
household items and assembling Move-Out Bags to be given to Family 
Promise residents who are transitioning to permanent housing. Family 
Promise of Greater Cleveland is one of the agencies in our community 
that provides assistance to families experiencing homelessness.  

You can help by providing any or all of these items for a Move-Out 
Bag: 
paper towels, dish soap, sponges, toilet bowl cleaner, toilet brush, 
all purpose cleaner, laundry soap, shower curtains and shower 
curtain rings  (no toilet paper is needed at this time).   

Items may be dropped off in the designated cart on the stage in 
Fellowship Hall through Sunday, October 23.  Cash donations or a check 
to Forest Hill Church (write Family Promise in the memo line) will also be 
gratefully accepted! 
Please contact Sue Lafferty, Deanne Lentz or Anne Smith with any 
questions. Thank you in advance for continuing to support families with 
necessary items for a new and successful life! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jbrei@hawken.edu
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LOOKING AHEAD 
Christianity, Scripture and the Transgender Community, October 30, 
12:15  
 Led by Interim Associate Pastor Rachel McDonald 
Most transgender Christians are searching for the same things that other 
believers want: a connection to God within a loving community.  
Unfortunately, transgender people too often are left without a place to 
call their "church home" because most congregations and religious 
institutions are not ready to welcome them.  If you are interested in 
learning more, join us on October 30 from 12:15 to 1:15 in South Hall for 
"Christianity, Scripture, and the Transgender Community."  This 
introductory class will give you tools and information to be equipped to 
extend hospitality to all people.  Teens and adults of all genders are 
welcome.   
 
Hilltoppers: The Hilltoppers have purchased a block of tickets ($10 each) 
for the Heights High production of Anything Goes on Sunday, November 
6 at 4 pm.  If you would like to join them, whether or not you are a 
member of Hilltoppers, please contact Lucy Conde (216-382-5177).  Note 
to Hilltoppers:  Even if you have reserved a ticket, you need to pay for it 
before it’s reserved for you. 
 
The Race and Inclusion Committee invites you: Mark your calendars to 
attend two upcoming fellowship events: 

 The Kara Walker Exhibit at the Cleveland Museum of Art on 
Saturday, November 5 (this is an adults only trip). Car pools will form 
at the church at 1:30 to be at the Museum by 2:00. Kara Walker’s 
newest series of drawings reflect on Christianity's complex history, 
globally as well as in black life – in her own words, "alternating 
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between captor and redeemer" – rendering it as absolutely current 
and pressing.  

 This Light of Ours: Activist Photographers of the Civil Rights Era at 
the Maltz Museum on Sunday, March 12. Car pools will form at 1:00. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Forest Hill Church Race and Inclusion Committee 

Purpose Statement 

  

The Forest Hill Church Race & Inclusion Committee, following the 

prophetic call of Jesus Christ, seeks to build a shared vision of the 

“Beloved Community” within the congregation by supporting, 

encouraging, empowering and organizing initiatives to be 

undertaken by church ministries, staff, and members. 

 

We seek to foster sustained efforts to undo structures and practices 

of racism and white privilege within the congregation. To that end, 

the committee will engage in dialogue with and within the 

congregation, provide leadership to initiate/create activities that 

promote education of the congregation, self-reflection, and 

assessment in all aspects of congregational life.  

 

The Race and Inclusion Committee, as an entity within the FHC 

community, will model an honest, inclusive, and safe environment 

for all people to learn and grow.  

 

By reflecting what the beloved community looks like, FHC will 

become an intentionally diverse institution and will have a 

transformative influence in the community.  
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Youth News  
Every Sunday:  Mid and Sr High classes meet from 9:30 – 10:30 am. 
Next Sunday:  Haunted Hayride  - meet in the church parking lot at 5:30.  
Contact Shannon Headen (Shannon@fhcpresb.org or 216-496-6462) for 
more information. 
 
 

Fall Work Day 
Help us button up the building for winter 

 

November 5, 9:00 AM to 12:00 

Work will begin promptly 9:00 AM 

 
 

 

We need 50 volunteers! 
There is inside work - washing windows & installing storms 

And outside work - cleaning the grounds 

We will supply all the equipment & supplies 

including bagels and lunch!! 
All skill levels welcome! 

 

Lunch will be served at 12:00 

 

 

mailto:Shannon@fhcpresb.org
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Sunday, October 16 
9:30   Adult Education  
                   (Presentation in South Hall) 
          Youth Education 
 Descant Choir followed by  
                                 Descant Choir Activity 
          Childcare for children thru Kdg 
10:30 Continental Breakfast 
   Chancel Choir 
            Cherub Choir 
11:00 WORSHIP   
           Children’s Worship Class (preK-K) 
          Pathways to the Promise Land (gr 1-5) 
   Racial Inclusion Committee’s Report to  
   the congregation will follow worship       
12:15 Coffee and Fellowship 
            Stewardship:  Tell Your Story project           
            Blood Pressure check   
4:00    Beginner’s Journey class:   
         Exploring Your Spiritual Autobiography 
 
Monday, October 17 
6:00 pm   Progress not Perfection (AA) 
                  Discernment Task Force mtg                  
7:00 pm   Al Anon 
7:30 pm   Borton Group (AA) 
                  Boy Scout Troop #403 
 
Tuesday, October 18 
10:00 am   Iris Circle to Garden Valley 
1:00 pm    Abundance Pantry distribution 
5:00 pm    Fitness Fusion 
 
Wednesday, October 19 
7:30 am   Bible and Bagels 
12:00 pm Bullshevicks (at Nighttown) 
1:00 pm   Hilltop Garden Club 
6:00 pm   Creating Mandalas class 
12:30 pm Wed. Women’s AA 

Thursday,  October 20 
9:30 am  Pantry Group meeting 
5:00 pm   Fitness Fusion 
                  CPM meeting  
                 Wedding rehearsal 
6:20 pm   Voices in Bronze rehearsal 
7:30 pm   Chancel Choir rehearsal 
                   
Friday, October 21 
9:30 am  Al Anon 
 
Saturday, October 22 
8:00 am  Men’s Group 
3:30 pm  Wedding:   
                     Keon Abner and Ashley Flowers 
                 Reception following 
 
Sunday, October 23 
8:30  Nominating Committee 
9:30   Adult and Youth Education 
 Descant Choir followed by  
                                 Descant Choir Activity 
          Childcare for children thru Kdg 
10:30 Continental Breakfast 
   Chancel Choir 
11:00 WORSHIP:  Baptism   
           Children’s Worship Class (preK-K) 
11:15 Pathways to the Promise Land (gr. 1-5) 
12:15 Coffee and Fellowship 
            Stewardship:  Tell Your Story project 
            Exploring Membership 
4:00    Beginner’s Journey class:   
         Exploring Your Spiritual Autobiography 
5:30    Youth:  Haunted Hayride 
7:00    Beer ‘n Hymns at The BottleHouse 
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Staff Emails 
Rev. Lois Annich  Interim Assoc. Pastor pastorannich@fhcpresb.org 
Becky Austin                    Finance  beckya@fhcpresb.org    
Lynda Bernays                  Administration  office@fhcpresb.org  
Kate Burleigh Children kateb@fhcpresb.org 
Ann Donkin Building mgr. adonkin@fhcpresb.org 
Stavros Gazis                   Custodial office@fhcpresb.org 
Shannon Headen            Youth shannon@fhcpresb.org      
Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.    Pastor pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org 
Rachel McDonald Interim Assoc. Pastor rachelm@fhcpresb.org 
Peg Weissbrod                 Outreach pegweissbrod@gmail.com 
Anne Wilson                        Music annew@fhcpresb.org   

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:webeditor@fhcpresb.org
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At The BottleHouse, 2050 Lee Rd, Cleveland Hts 

An old-fashioned hymn-sing with food, drink, and instruments 
All are welcome! 

 
 

Cover image: Suja Jacobs, by permission of the artist 


