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Service of Worship 

November 13, 2016 at 11:00 am 
Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship. 

If you are visiting, please join us in wearing a name tag so that we might greet you. 
Our ushers have hearing devices, large print editions of the bulletin, 

activity bags for children staying in worship, and directions to our 
nursery for babies and young children. 

 

Prayer of Preparation  
Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds,  
so fill our imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly 
dedicated to you;  and then use us, we pray, as you will, but always to your glory 
and the welfare of your people, through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen  

William Temple, 1881-1944 

Welcome 

Prelude  Linda R. Lamb 
“Count Your Blessings” 

Voices in Bronze;  Josh Daum, percussion 

Greeting Our God with Joy 

Call to Worship   Elder Jack Breisch 
Leader:   Lord, open unto us.  
People:   Open unto us courage for our fear.  
Leader:   Open unto us hope for our despair.  
People:   Open unto us peace for our turmoil.  
Leader:   Open unto us strength for our weakness.  
People:   Open unto us wisdom for our confusion.  
Leader:   Open unto us love for our hates.  
People:   Open unto us thy self for our selves.  
All:    Lord, Lord, open unto us!  
Leader:   Let us worship the living God.  Howard Thurman (1900-1981) 
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* Processional  Hymn No. 409  “God is Here” 
Stanzas 1 and 4 

 
*please stand if able 
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Renewing Our Relationship with God 

Prayer of Confession  
Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our failures to 
be what you created us to be.  You alone know how often we have 
sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in 
forgetting your love.  By your loving mercy, help us to live in your 
light and abide in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.  
 

Time of Silent Confession 

Kyrie eleison  (Lord, have mercy)  Craig Phillips 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
5 

Affirming the Good News in Our Lives 

Assurance of Pardon 

* Response  Paul Vasile 
“Glory to God” 

 
 
Anthem   Mary Ann Breisch 

“There Is a River” 

 
 
Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 

Minute for Mission  Jennifer Blakeney 
“Greater Cleveland Congregations” 

* Hymn No.  623   “I’ve Got Peace like a River” 
Children in Pathways may leave during this hymn 

Prayer requests to be read during the Prayers of the People 
may be passed to the ushers during this hymn 
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Scripture Lessons 
Isaiah 12: 1-6  (read responsively) 
Leader:  You will say in that day:  
People:  I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you were angry 

with me, your anger turned away, and you comforted me.  
Leader:  Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid,  
People:  for the Lord God is my strength and my might; the Lord has 

become my salvation.  
Leader:  With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 
People:  And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on 

God’s name; make known God’s deeds among the nations;  
Leader:  proclaim that the Lord’s name is exalted. Sing praises to the 

Lord, for God has done gloriously;  
People:  let this be known in all the earth. Shout aloud and sing for joy, 

O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
  
Luke 21: 5-19 
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, “As for these things 
that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon 
another; all will be thrown down.” They asked him, “Teacher, when will 
this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” And he 
said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name 
and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. “When 
you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things 
must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” Then he 
said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines 
and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from 
heaven. “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute 
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you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be 
brought before kings and governors because of my name. This will give 
you an opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your 
defense in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of 
your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be 
betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they 
will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my 
name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance you will 
gain your souls. 
 
 Leader:  Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon  Rev. Barbara Essex 
“This Is Not the End” 

Prayers of the People  Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr. 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 
Ritual of Friendship    

Offering    

Offertory   spiritual, arr. Moses Hogan 
“I Can Tell the World” 

The purchase of this anthem was a birthday gift to the choir,  
given in honor of soprano Beth Zych 
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* Response    South Africa 

“Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises!” 

 
 

* Prayer of Dedication 

 
Going Forth to Live as God’s People 

* Closing Hymn No. 761   “Called As Partners in Christ's Service"  
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* Commission and Blessing 

*  Choral Benediction 

*  Passing of the Peace 

Postlude J. S. Bach  

“In Thee Is Gladness” 

 

 

 
Welcome Visitors! 
We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may 
have. Welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex. Take one 
home with you! Be sure to visit our website, www.fhcpresb.org, for a list 
of upcoming events, education programs for all ages, and past sermon 
texts and audio.  

 
Notes & Announcements 
Chancel Flowers:    Today’s flowers are given by Anne and Dave Hunter in 
memory of Gwen Stephenson and Helen Hunter;  by Bethany, Robert and 
Jordan Hsu in honor of Dave and Chris Bell;  and by Nancy Burcham in 
honor of those who sustained losses during Hurricane Matthew. 
 
Prayers are requested this week for: Max Harmon, Patricia Jenkins, 
Robin Richards, Robert Ruggeri, Connie Sekerak-Hicks, George Sentell, Joy 
Stang, and Debbie Ungemach.  
 



 

 

 
10 

The Deacons encourage you to stop by the Greeting Card Table in 
Fellowship Hall before or after worship to sign a card for one or more of 
our homebound members. We will address and mail the card for you. 

Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: Marge 
Drollinger, Emma Jane Gibbs, Iris and Al Gilbert, Ron Klein, Emelia 
McGuire, Joyce Peters, Jack Quinn, Margie Stauffer, Elaine Tapié, Lorian 
Thomas. 
 
  

 
 
 
Care Group:  The Jericho Care Group is responsible for meeting members’ 
needs during October.  Please call the church office to report an illness, 
hospitalization, family emergency, birth or death.  Information will then 
be passed on to the Care Group leaders.  
 
Thank you to head usher Roger Heineman and today’s ushers.  Please 
contact the church office if you are interested in joining an usher team.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have errant and outgrown Legos 
tucked away in boxes or closets?  The 
children’s education program can use them!  
Bring them to Kate Burleigh, Director of 
Children’s Ministries. 



 

 

 
11 

Coming Up 

TODAY 
Welcome today’s preacher, The Rev. Barbara J. Essex, an ordained 
minister of the United Church of Christ (UCC). She is currently the 
Executive Director of the United Protestant Campus Ministries in 
Cleveland (UPCaM), a Christ-centered, ecumenical and progressive voice 
at Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland State University, and 
Cuyahoga Community College-Metro Campus. She provides leadership 
and support for student-led activities as well as pastoral care for 
students.   More information about Rev. Essex may be found on page 11. 
 
Compline: There’s something special about worshiping in the dark!  The 
Chancel Choir will sing the ancient service of Compline (Prayers at the 
Close of Day) at 7 pm this evening in the candle-lit sanctuary. This service, 
mostly sung a cappella, is led by cantor John Lentz and will incorporate 
the sacred poetry of Cleveland poet Dan Rourke.  The service will follow a 
time of meditation and debriefing in the chapel. 
 
THIS WEEK 
Iris Circle (all women of the church):  Join Iris Circle this Tuesday, 
November 15 at 11:00 am in Bodwell Hall.   We will be making Christmas 
Angel ornaments for the Christmas tree.  Each ornament will have a 
child's name and a gift request, and members will choose one and buy a 
Christmas gift for that child.   We will also pack up boxes to be shipped to 
first-year college students before they have their first finals away from 
home.  Bag lunches (turkey or roast beef sandwich) will be available for 
$7.  Please contact Cathy Ghiandoni (216 691-1905 or 
 ghiandoni.c@gmail.com) to reserve a lunch. 
 

mailto:ghiandoni.c@gmail.com
mailto:ghiandoni.c@gmail.com
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GCC Assembly:  Justice and Jobs in Greater Cleveland  Join us this 
Thursday, November 17 for an important GCC Assembly at Olivet Baptist 
Church (8712 Quincy Ave.).  GCC will hold public officials accountable to 
their promises to make changes in the criminal justice system, and they 
need a full house of GCC members to show how important this is!  Meet 
at the church at 6 pm to carpool to Olivet;  the assembly will begin 
promptly at 7 pm.  Sign up with Diana Woodbridge or Jennifer Blakeney. 
 
Bible Study:  The lessons for this week are: Jeremiah 23: 1-6;  Luke 1: 68-
79; Colossians 1:  11-20; Luke 23: 33-43.  

Bible and Bagels discusses next Sunday’s text(s) on Wednesday 
mornings from 7:30 to 8:30. All are welcome! 
 

NEXT SUNDAY 
Adult Education, 9:30 in South Hall:  During Advent we will offer a book 
discussion on The Names for the Messiah by Walter Brueggeman.  The 
book is available in paperback and on Kindle.  Classes will begin on 
November 20 and end on December 18. 
 
Christmas Market, Sunday, November 20:  Get all your Christmas 
shopping done in one place at our annual Christmas market. Shop for 
unique, socially responsible gifts and support both local and international 
artisans at the same time.  This year’s local fair trade and cottage industry 
vendors will include: Ajah Hale’s Golden Goddess Cosmetics; Amani 
Children’s Fund; Canaan olive oils; Harris handmade items; KMT Spas; 
Latefah’s beads and dolls; Robyn Hales'   Dollightful; and Ten Thousand 
Villages. 
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Labre Project Warm, gently-used clothing and accessories – coats, 
sweaters, hats, gloves, blankets for men, women and children – are 
appreciated for the Labre Project in East Cleveland.  Please leave 
donations in the bin in Fellowship Hall.  Contact Jack Breisch 
(jbrei@hawken.edu) if you can help prepare or serve meals on the 
second and fourth Sundays.  Contact Jeff Smith (216-932-2932 or 
anneandjeffsmith@gmail.com) if you can help prepare or serve food for a 
Labre Thanksgiving dinner. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD 

Youth News  
Every Sunday  Mid and Sr High classes meet from 9:30 – 10:30 am. 
Today  Sine Nomine Choir will rehearse in the chapel immediately after 
worship. 
 
Women’s Advent Retreat, December 3:  “Be Still and Know that I am 
God.” A time to find peace and grounding through mindfulness practices. 
Continental breakfast at 8:30, program at 9:00, lunch at 12:30. (Our idea 
is to keep it short and sweet so we are not overloading you in an already 
busy month. We want to teach practices that you will carry out into the 
world rather than concentrating everything in one long day that you will 
quickly forget. We want to demonstrate the power of baby steps…) 

Cost for food and materials $10, with ample scholarships available 
 Dress comfortably 

RSVP by November 28 with your email and phone number 
to the church office:  office@fhcpresb.org or 216-321-2660 

Bring (and register) a friend! 

 
 

mailto:jbrei@hawken.edu
mailto:anneandjeffsmith@gmail.com
mailto:office@fhcpresb.org
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Calendar:  November 13-20, 2016  
Sunday, November 13 
9:30   Adult and Youth Education 
 Descant Choir followed by  
                                 Descant Choir Activity 
          Childcare for children thru Kdg 
10:00   Youth:  to Maltz Museum 
10:30 Continental Breakfast 
   Chancel Choir 
11:00 WORSHIP  
           Children’s Worship Class (preK-K) 
12:15  Coffee and Fellowship 
            Sine Nomine Choir (gr. 6-12) 
            Talk with Rev. Barbara Essex 
3:00    Faith Leader: Your Spiritual Autobiography 
7:00    Service of Compline 
 
Monday, November 14 
5:00 pm   Borton Group (AA) Dinner 
6:00 pm   Progress not Perfection (AA) 
                  Faith Leader:  Mandalas       
7:00 pm    Al Anon 
                   Community Listening committee 
7:30 pm    Boy Scout Troop #403 
                    
Tuesday, November 15 
5:00 pm    Fitness Fusion 
7:00 pm    BHM Coordinator mtg 
 
Wednesday, November 16 
7:30 am   Bible and Bagels 
12:00 pm Bullshevicks (at Nighttown) 
12:30 pm Wed. Women’s AA 
1:00 pm   Hilltop Garden Club 
7:00 pm   Session meeting 
                  TransFamily East meeting 

Thursday,  November 17 
4:00 pm   Cleveland Hts Schools meeting 
5:00 pm   Fitness Fusion                  
6:20 pm  Voices in Bronze rehearsal 
7:00 pm  GCC Justice and Jobs Assembly  
                       (Olivet Baptist Church) 
7:30 pm  Chancel Choir rehearsal       
            
Friday, November 18 
9:30 am  Al Anon 
5:00 pm  Troop #403  Fund-raiser:   
                       Spaghetti Dinner 
 
Saturday, November 19 
8:00 am  Men’s Group 
9:30 am  Faith Leader:  Spiritual Autobiography 
1:00 pm   Sip ‘n Shop Event 
 
Sunday, November 20 
8:30     Nominating Committee 
9:30   Adult and Youth Education 
 Descant Choir followed by  
                                 Descant Choir Activity 
          Childcare for children thru Kdg 
             Local and Fair Trade Marketplace 
10:30 Continental Breakfast 
 Chancel Choir 
             Cherub Choir 
11:00 WORSHIP  
           Children’s Worship Class (preK-K) 
12:15  Coffee and Fellowship 
            Blood Pressure check 
            Sine Nomine Choir (gr. 6-12) 
4:00    Faith Leader: Spiritual Autobiography 
5:00    Youth:  Beyond Poverty 
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Staff Emails 
Rev. Lois Annich  Interim Assoc. Pastor pastorannich@fhcpresb.org 
Becky Austin                    Finance  beckya@fhcpresb.org    
Lynda Bernays                  Administration  office@fhcpresb.org  
Kate Burleigh Children kateb@fhcpresb.org 
Ann Donkin Building mgr. adonkin@fhcpresb.org 
Stavros Gazis                   Custodial office@fhcpresb.org 
Shannon Headen            Youth shannon@fhcpresb.org      
Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.    Pastor pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org 
Rachel McDonald Interim Assoc. Pastor rachelm@fhcpresb.org 
Peg Weissbrod                 Outreach pegw@fhcpresb.org 
Anne Wilson                        Music annew@fhcpresb.org   

 
Rev. Barbara Essex  (cont. from p. 8) 
Before moving to Cleveland, Rev. Essex served as the Minister and 
Director of Pastoral Services at Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley, CA, 
providing pastoral care and campus life leadership as well as teaching 
courses in preaching, Womanist studies, church administration, and 
congregational leadership. She now teaches online courses for the 
seminary. 
 
Rev. Essex was also professor of philosophy and comparative religion at 
Contra Costa Community College in San Pablo, CA, and currently serves as 
adjunct faculty for the Hartford Seminary’s Women Leadership Institute 
in Connecticut.   
 
Rev. Essex is a best-selling author and has received a Pilgrim Press 
Mayflower Award for Spirituality for her book Bad Boys of the Bible: 
Exploring Men of Questionable Virtue. Other popular titles include: Bad 
Girls of the Bible; Krazy Kinfolk: Exploring Dysfunctional Families in the 
Bible;  and Bold and Brazen: Exploring Hebrew Prophets. Her latest book 
by The Pilgrim Press is Girlfriends: Exploring Women’s Relationships in 

mailto:webeditor@fhcpresb.org
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the Bible. Her books are making a difference in how we study the Bible 
and in how we view ourselves as children of God. 
 
Before entering the ministry, Rev. Essex was a high school teacher for the 
Chicago Public School System. She has earned degrees from 
Northwestern University and Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, 
both in Evanston, IL. 
 
Rev. Essex is a member of Mt. Zion Congregational UCC in Cleveland, and 
an associate member of Sycamore UCC in El Cerrito, CA.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you sew?   

Do you have a sewing machine? 

 

Debbie Ungemach is looking for someone 

who can follow a basic pattern to make an 

item of clothing.  If you’d like to help her out, 

please contact her (216-406-3052) 
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Need dinner this Friday? 

Boy Scout Troop #403 is having a  
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser  

Friday, November 18 from 6:30 – 8 pm.   
$10 per person gets you a dinner of spaghetti  

with meat or marinara sauce, salad, bread and 
butter, beverages and dessert 

All are welcome! 
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Compline at 7 pm this evening 

The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night 
and a perfect end. 


