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Service of Worship 

November 20, 2016 at 11:00 am 

Reign of Christ 
Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship. 

If you are visiting, please join us in wearing a name tag so that we might greet you. 
Our ushers have hearing devices, large print editions of the bulletin, 

activity bags for children staying in worship, and directions to our 
nursery for babies and young children. 

 

Prayer of Preparation 
God of power and love, you raised Jesus from death to life, resplendent in glory to 
rule over all creation.  Free the world to rejoice in his peace, to glory in his justice, 
and to live in his love.  Unite all humankind in Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Welcome 

Prelude  Robert Vandall 
“Shall We Gather at the River” 

Rachel McDonald and Anne Wilson, piano duet 

Choral Introit  Harry Dixon Loes 
“This Little Light of Mine” 

Descant Choir;  soloists:  Margaret Dyck, Jaden Cosgrove, Capri Gerteis 
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Greeting Our God with Joy 

Call to Worship    Elder Rosanna Sprague 
Leader:  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 
Leader:   Jesus said: “Come to me, all you who are weary and are 

carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”  
People:    We come, Lord Jesus, seeking rest.  
Leader:    Jesus said: “My peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you.  
People:    We come, Lord Jesus seeking peace.  
Leader:    Jesus said: “Abide in my love.”  
People:   We come, Lord Jesus, seeking love. 
Leader:   Jesus said: “May your joy be complete.”  
People:    We come, Lord Jesus, seeking joy. 
Leader:    You have come to the right place.  Let us worship God.  

* Processional  Hymn No. 41  “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!” 
 

*please stand if able 

Renewing Our Relationship with God 

Prayer of Confession  Rev. Lois Annich 
Righteous God, you have crowned Jesus Christ as Lord of all.  We 
confess that we have not bowed before him, and are slow to 
acknowledge his rule.  We give allegiance to the powers of this 
world, and fail to be governed by justice and love.   In your mercy 
forgive us.  Raise us to acclaim him as ruler of all, that we may be 
loyal ambassadors, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

Time of Silent Confession 

Kyrie eleison  (Lord, have mercy)  Anne Wilson 
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Affirming the Good News in Our Lives 

Assurance of Pardon 

* Response  Paul Vasile 
“Glory to God” 

 
Anthem   Michael Ledner 

“You Are My Hiding Place” 
Sine Nomine Choir 

Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 

 “Scottish Penny Song” 
The Descant Choir will collect pennies and other change while they sing.   

You are invited to join in on the chorus (following page)  
after stanzas 2 and 3.  

Prayer requests to be read during the Prayers of the People 
may be passed to the ushers during this hymn  
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Children in Pathways may leave following the hymn 
 
Scripture Lesson  Luke 23: 33-43 
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus 
there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” 
And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, 
watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let 
him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The 
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and 
saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an 
inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals 
who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do 
you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are 
getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 
wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
Paradise.” 
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 Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon  Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr. 
“The Great Storm” 

Prayers of the People  Rachel McDonald 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 
Ritual of Friendship    

Offering    

Offertory  Heber Romero (Cuba) 
“When O’er the Hills” 

Soloists:  Beth Zych, Carl Jenks, Laura Minder 
Steel drums:  Chris Vandall 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
7 

* Response   South Africa 

“Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises!” 

 
 

* Prayer of Dedication 

Going Forth to Live as God’s People 

* Closing Hymn No. 749  “Come! Live in the Light!” 

* Commission and Blessing 

*  Choral Benediction 

*  Passing of the Peace 



 

 

 
8 

Postlude  C. S. Lang 

“Tuba Tune” 
 

 

 

 

Welcome Visitors! 
We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may 
have. Welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex. Take one 
home with you! Be sure to visit our website, www.fhcpresb.org, for a list 
of upcoming events, education programs for all ages, and past sermon 
texts and audio.  

 
Notes & Announcements 
Chancel Flowers:  Today’s flowers are given by Richard and Elspeth 
Peterjohn in loving memory of Richard’s parents, Ruth and Carl 
Peterjohn, and Elspeth’s parents, Ina and John Barclay;  and by Patricia 
Jenkins in loving memory of her father, Edwin L. Bowman Sr. 
 
Prayers are requested this week for: Max Harmon, Patricia Jenkins, 
Robin Richards, Robert Ruggeri, Connie Sekerak-Hicks, George Sentell, Joy 
Stang, Rashida Tutashinda, and Debbie Ungemach.  
 
Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: Marge 
Drollinger, Emma Jane Gibbs, Iris and Al Gilbert, Ron Klein, Emelia 
McGuire, Joyce Peters, Jack Quinn, Margie Stauffer, Elaine Tapié, Lorian 
Thomas. 
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The Deacons encourage you to stop by the Greeting Card Table in 
Fellowship Hall before or after worship to sign a card for one or more of 
our homebound members. We will address and mail the card for you. 

  
Care Group:  The Jericho Care Group is responsible for meeting 
members’ needs during November.  Please call the church office to 
report an illness, hospitalization, family emergency, birth or death.  
Information will then be passed on to the Care Group leaders.  
 
Thank you to head usher Roger Heineman and today’s ushers.  Please 
contact the church office if you are interested in joining an usher team.  
 

Coming Up 

TODAY 
Sine Nomine Choir:  Please meet in the Chapel after worship. 

Christmas Market:  Get all your Christmas shopping done in one place at 
our annual Christmas market. Shop for unique, socially responsible gifts 
and support both local and international artisans at the same time.  This 
year’s local fair trade and cottage industry vendors will include: Ajah 
Hale’s Golden Goddess Cosmetics; Amani Children’s Fund; Canaan olive 
oils; Harris handmade items; KMT Spas; Latefah’s beads and dolls; Robyn 
Hales'  Dollightful; and Ten Thousand Villages. 
 
THIS WEEK 
Bible Study:  The lessons for this week are Isaiah 2: 1-5; Psalm 122; 
Romans 13: 11-14;  and Matthew 24: 36-44. 

Bible and Bagels discusses next Sunday’s text(s) on Wednesday 
mornings from 7:30 to 8:30. All are welcome! 

 
Thanksgiving:  The church office will be closed Thursday and Friday this 
week. 
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NEXT SUNDAY 
Adult Education, 9:30 in South Hall:  During Advent we will offer a book 
discussion on The Names for the Messiah by Walter Brueggeman.  The 
book is available in paperback and on Kindle.  Small-group discussions 
begin December 4 and end on December 18.  Register for a group today 
or next Sunday. 
 
Labre Project: Warm, gently-used clothing and accessories – coats, 
sweaters, hats, gloves, blankets for men, women and children – are 
appreciated for the Labre Project in East Cleveland.  Please leave 
donations in the bin in Fellowship Hall.  Contact Jack Breisch 
(jbrei@hawken.edu) if you can help prepare or serve meals on the 
second and fourth Sundays.  Contact Jeff Smith (216-932-2932 or 
anneandjeffsmith@gmail.com) if you can help prepare or serve food for a 
Labre Thanksgiving dinner. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD 
Women’s Advent Retreat, December 3:  “Be Still and Know that I Am 
God.” Join us for a time to find peace and grounding through mindfulness 
practices. Continental breakfast at 8:30, program at 9:00, lunch at 12:30. 
(Our idea is to keep it short and sweet so we are not overloading you in 
an already busy month. We want to teach practices that you will carry 
out into the world rather than concentrating everything in one long day 
that you will quickly forget. We want to demonstrate the power of baby 
steps…) 

Cost for food and materials $10, with ample scholarships available 
Dress comfortably 

RSVP by November 28 with your email and phone number 
to the church office:  office@fhcpresb.org or 216-321-2660 

Bring (and register) a friend! 

mailto:jbrei@hawken.edu
mailto:anneandjeffsmith@gmail.com
mailto:office@fhcpresb.org
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December 10 Intergenerational Gathering: The newly-formed Young 
Family Get-Together Group invites you to join them for an 
intergenerational family gathering on Saturday, December 10 from 4-7 
pm.  Make a few ornaments, make new friends, share pizza and 
conversation.  Contact Rachel McDonald (Rachelm@fhcpresb.org) for 
more information. 
 
Calling all outgrown Legos!  Do you have some tucked away in boxes or 
closets?  The children’s education program can use them!  Bring them to 
Kate Burleigh, Director of Children’s Ministries. 
 
Christmas Parties:  See the December TOWER for information about 
Christmas parties hosted by The Group and Pacesetters. 
 

Youth News  
Every Sunday   Mid and Sr High classes meet from 9:30 – 10:30 am. 
Today   Sine Nomine Choir will rehearse in the Chapel after worship. 

 

Staff Emails 
Rev. Lois Annich  Interim Assoc. Pastor pastorannich@fhcpresb.org 
Becky Austin                    Finance  beckya@fhcpresb.org    
Lynda Bernays                  Administration  office@fhcpresb.org  
Kate Burleigh Children kateb@fhcpresb.org 
Ann Donkin Building mgr. adonkin@fhcpresb.org 
Stavros Gazis                   Custodial office@fhcpresb.org 
Shannon Headen            Youth shannon@fhcpresb.org      
Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.    Pastor pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org 
Rachel McDonald Interim Assoc. Pastor rachelm@fhcpresb.org 
Peg Weissbrod                 Outreach pegw@fhcpresb.org 
Anne Wilson                        Music annew@fhcpresb.org   

 

mailto:Rachelm@fhcpresb.org
mailto:webeditor@fhcpresb.org
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The Cleveland Heights Police Community Relations Committee 

(an initiative of the Race Inclusion Committee) invites all 

interested parties to a meeting in South Hall at 12:30 pm on 

Sunday, November 27. Work groups have developed initial 

plans and will share them with the congregation.  We have 

many opportunities for you to get involved.  Please come to 

learn what's up and get involved in working together for justice 

in our community. 

 

Here is a bit more background: 

The work groups seek to determine the experiences of our 

black and brown community members with the police, and the 

police department's response to these concerns.  As part of this 

process, we will conduct research and listen to experiences of 

our community members of color, learn about police policies 

and incident records, and work with Mayor Stephens to 

improve just and fair policing in Cleveland Heights. We seek  

other partners in this effort. We anticipate a large community 

meeting in the spring of next year to address the concerns.   

 

Next Sunday – November 27 – in South Hall after worship 
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Calendar:  Nov. 20 - 27, 2016  
Sunday, November 20 
8:30   Nominating Committee 
9:30   Adult and Youth Education 
           New Members class 
 Descant Choir followed by  
                                 Descant Choir Activity 
          Childcare for children thru Kdg 
             Local and Fair Trade Marketplace 
10:30 Continental Breakfast 
 Chancel Choir 
           Cherub Choir 
11:00 WORSHIP  
           Children’s Worship Class (preK-K) 
11:15 Pathways to the Promise Land (gr. 1-5) 

12:15  Coffee and Fellowship 
            Blood Pressure check 
            Sine Nomine Choir (gr. 6-12) 
12:30  Faith Leader 
 
Monday, November 21 
6:00 pm   Progress not Perfection (AA) 
7:00 pm    Al Anon 
7:30 pm    Boy Scout Troop #403 
                   Borton Group (AA) 
 

 

Tuesday, November 22 
12:00 pm Abundance Pantry Lunch 
1:00 pm   Abundance Pantry 
 
Wednesday, November 23 
7:30 am   Bible and Bagels 
12:30 pm Wed. Women’s AA 
 
Thursday,  November 24 
Thanksgiving Day:  office closed 
            
Friday, November 25 
Office closed 
 
Sunday, November 27:  1 Advent 
8:30    Nominating Committee 
9:30    New Members class 
            Descant Choir followed by  
                                 Descant Choir Activity 
            Childcare for children thru Kdg 
10:30  Continental Breakfast 
  Chancel Choir 
11:00 WORSHIP:  Communion 

Pathways children will worship with  
their families 

           Children’s Worship Class (preK-K) 
12:15  Coffee and Fellowship 
12:30  Community Relations Committee   
                  report to congregation   
            (see p.  12 for more information) 
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“The Great Storm Is Over”  

Words and music by Bob Franke 

The thunder and lightning gave voice to the night, 
The little lame child cried aloud in her fright, 
Hush little baby, a story I'll tell, 
Of a love that has conquered the powers of hell. 

CHORUS: 
Alleluia, the great storm is over, 

Lift up your wings and fly! 
Alleluia, the great storm is over, 

Lift up your wings and fly! 
 

Sweetness in the air and justice on the wind 
Laughter in the house where the mourners have been 
The deaf shall have music, the blind have new eyes 
The standards of death taken down by surprise.     CHORUS 
 
Release for the captives, an end to the wars 
New streams in the desert, new hope for the poor, 
The little lame children will dance as they sing, 
And play with the bears and the lions in spring. CHORUS 
 
Hush little baby, let go of your fear, 
The lord loves his own and your mother is here, 
The child fell asleep as the lantern did burn, 
The mother sang on 'til her bridegroom's return. CHORUS 

 
 

©1982 by Telephone Pole Music Pub. Co. (BMI). 
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Confirm not Conform 
While Confirmation is not a sacrament within the Presbyterian Church, 

it can be understood as a continuation of baptism. Through baptism 

our parents say “yes” to Christ on our behalf, but through 

Confirmation, we choose to say “yes” to Christ on our own behalf. 

Youth in grades 7th-9th are encouraged to continue their spiritual 

journey by participating in our Confirmation program, beginning 

January 2017 and culminating on June 4 which is Pentecost. To 

confirm your spot, please see Shannon M. Headen, Director of Youth 

Ministries.  
 

 
 
When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there 
that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy 
Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and 
John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Spirit.      Acts 4:14-17 


