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Service of Worship 
January 8, 2017 at 11:00 am 

Celebration of Holy Communion 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship. 
This morning we celebrate the Eucharist (the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 

or Holy Communion) by intinction (dipping the bread into the cup). 
We also provide a gluten-free alternative.   After receiving the elements 

you may come to the railing to receive a blessing from the pastors. 

Prayer of Preparation 
The light of Christ is shining…shining for all to see.  The light of Christmas is 
glowing …glowing in our homes and in our hearts.  The light of God is guiding 
us…guiding us to follow the light that came to earth at Christmas. 
 

Welcome 

Prelude  Paul Manz 
“How Brightly Shines the Morning Star” 

Choral Introit  

Greeting Our God with Joy 

Call to Worship   Lia Clement 
Leader:  A star shines brightly to bring light for all to see.  
People:  Shine in our world, Christ Jesus. 
Leader:  A star shines brightly to guide our journey. 
People:  Shine in our lives, Christ Jesus.  
Leader:   A star shines bright to call us together this day. 
People:  Shine in our worship, Christ Jesus.  
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* Processional  Hymn No. 147  “The First Nowell” 
 
   

*please stand if able 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stanzas 1, 4, 5 and 6 
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Renewing Our Relationship with God 

Prayer of Confession  
As we kneel at your manger, we acknowledge that we rarely 
humble ourselves before you.  As we meditate upon the Christmas 
star, we confess how seldom we slow down to look for your 
guidance.  Correct our neglectfulness.  Heal our shortcomings, and 
forgive our sins.  As you shine upon us with your mercy and grace, 
guide us back to your path and draw us ever closer to you.  In the 
light of your love, we pray. Amen. 

 

Time of Silent Confession 

Kyrie eleison  (Lord, have mercy)  Craig Phillips 

 

Affirming the Good News in Our Lives 

Assurance of Pardon 
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* Gloria  Taizé 

 

 

 

Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 

Family Meditation  Rachel McDonald 

Scripture Lessons  
Isaiah 60: 1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen 
upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the 
peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over 
you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they 
come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters 
shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall 
be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A 
multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and 
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 
frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.  
 
 

First time:  All sing  
Second time:  Sing in a round starting with men;  
women begin two measures later;   
youth and children two measures after that. 
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Matthew 2: 1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child 
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 
has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you 
shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod 
secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
“Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, 
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”  
 
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, 
they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.  
 
 After the readings 
 Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon  Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr. 
“Starlight” 
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Ritual of Friendship   

Offering  

Offertory   Mary Ann Breisch 
“Refugee” 

                Mary Ann Breisch, vocalist 

* Doxology 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
 Praise God all creatures here below, 
 Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

* Prayer of Dedication 

Eucharist 
Invitation 

Great Thanksgiving 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Sanctus 

Prayers of the People  Rev. Lois Annich 
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Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

Communion of the People 

Music during Communion  Benjamin Britten 
“New Year Carol” 

Prayer after Communion  
Radiant Christ, thank you for sharing your life with us in this 
communion.   May we reflect your light in our lives today and in 
the days to come.   Amen.  
 

Going Forth to Live as God’s People 

* Closing Hymn No. 151  “We Three Kings of Orient Are” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregation sings refrain 
only 



 

 
9 

* Commission and Blessing 

*  Choral Benediction 

*  Passing of the Peace 

Postlude  Johann Pachelbel 

“How Brightly Shines the Morning Star” 
 

 

 

Welcome Visitors! 
We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may 
have. Welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex. Take one 
home with you! Be sure to visit our website, www.fhcpresb.org, for a list 
of upcoming events, education programs for all ages, and past sermon 
texts and audio.  
 
Please join us in wearing a name tag so that we might greet you. Our 
ushers have hearing devices, large print editions of the bulletin, activity 
bags for children staying in worship, and directions to our nursery for 
babies and young children.  
 

Notes & Announcements 
Three Kings:  The kings’ costumes were donated in memory of William 
Tapié. 
 
Chancel Flowers:  Today’s flowers are given by Patricia Jenkins in 
memory of her friend Robert Eaton III;  and by Anne and Jeff Smith in 
memory of their sister-in-law Marcia Smith and brother-in-law Dick 
Breitenstein; and by Sheryl Dugard in memory of her sister Kerima Vega. 
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The Deacons encourage you to stop by the Greeting Card Table in 
Fellowship Hall before or after worship to sign a card for one or more of 
our homebound members. We will address and mail the card for you. 

 
Prayers are requested this week for: Max Harmon, Patricia Jenkins, 
Robin Richards, Robert Ruggeri, George Sentell, and Joy Stang.  
 
Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: Marge 
Drollinger, Emma Jane Gibbs, Iris and Al Gilbert, Ron Klein, Emelia 
McGuire, Joyce Peters, Jack Quinn, Margie Stauffer, Elaine Tapié, Lorian 
Thomas. 
 
 
  

 
 
Care Group: The Mt Sinai Care Group is responsible for assisting the 
clergy in meeting members’ needs during January.    Please call the 
church office to report an illness, hospitalization, family emergency, birth 
or death.  Information will then be passed on to the Care Group leaders. 
 
Today Is Hunger Sunday  Any cash or checks in envelopes marked Hunger 
will be used 100% for support of hunger programs.  Each month we send 
the money to the Hts. Emergency Food Cupboard (Disciples Church, 
Cleveland Hts.), the New Covenant Lutheran Church Hunger Center (East 
Cleveland), the Presbyterian Hunger Program in Haiti, and Forest Hill 
Church’s Abundance Pantry.   
 
This Month’s Ushers Thank you to head usher Roger Heineman  and 
today’s ushers.  Please contact the church office if you are interested in 
joining an usher team. 
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Grocery Certificates:  Support FHC Youth Ministry and buy groceries at 
the same time!  Buy a grocery card ($25 or $100) for Dave’s, Heinen’s, 
Zagara’s or Giant Eagle (they are sold in Fellowship Hall after worship 
nearly every Sunday).  The church gets a percentage of your purchase, 
and you get the full amount for groceries. 
 

Coming Up 
THIS WEEK  
Bible Study:  The lessons for this week are: Isaiah 49: 1-7; Psalm 40: 1-
11; 1 Corinthians 1: 1-9; John 1: 29-42. 

Bible and Bagels discusses next Sunday’s text(s) on Wednesday 
mornings from 7:30 to 8:30. All are welcome! 

 
The Homeless Stand Down:  The Stand Down is Saturday, January 14.  
See Jack Breisch (jbrei@hawken.edu or 440-423-2101) for details. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY 
Adult Education, 9:30 :  The Kerygma study of John’s Gospel continues. 
 
Labre Project  
Warm, gently-used clothing and accessories – coats, sweaters, hats, 
gloves, blankets for men, women and children – are appreciated for the 
Labre Project in East Cleveland.  Please leave donations in the bin in 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD 
Young Families –  Sandwiches and Service:  Join our new young families 
group for a potluck meal and card-making for homebound members on 
January 14 at 4pm in Fellowship Hall.  Hot ham and cheese sandwiches 
will be provided; please bring a side or dessert to share.  Young children 
(and their parents!) are especially welcome. 

mailto:jbrei@hawken.edu
tel:%28440%29%20423-2101
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Family Promise Move-Out Bags:  We are again collecting household 
items to assemble Move-Out bags for families moving into permanent 
housing.  The following items are needed:  
Paper towels 
Dish soap 
sponges 

Toilet bowl cleaner & brushes 
All-purpose cleaner 
Shower curtain & rings 

Laundry soap 
Cash donations are also 
appreciated! 

 Items may be dropped off on the stage in Fellowship hall through 
Sunday, January 22.  Please contact Anne Smith, Deanne Lentz or Sue 
Lafferty for more information. 
 

Youth News  
Every Sunday:  Mid and Sr High classes meet from 9:30 – 10:30 am. 
Today:  Sine Nomine Choir will meet in the chapel after worship 
              Confirmation meeting: Students and parents, 12:15  
Friday:  Confirmation class, 6-7:30 pm. 
 
 
 

Staff Emails 
Rev. Lois Annich Interim Assoc. Pastor pastorannich@fhcpresb.org 
Becky Austin                    Finance beckya@fhcpresb.org    
Lynda Bernays                  Administration office@fhcpresb.org 
Kate Burleigh Children kateb@fhcpresb.org 
Ann Donkin Building mgr. adonkin@fhcpresb.org 
Stavros Gazis                   Custodial office@fhcpresb.org 
Shannon Headen            Youth shannon@fhcpresb.org      
Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.    Pastor pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org 
Rachel McDonald Interim Assoc. Pastor RachelM@fhcpresb.org 
Peg Weissbrod                 Outreach pegw@fhcpresb.org 
Anne Wilson                        Music annew@fhcpresb.org   

mailto:webeditor@fhcpresb.org
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Calendar:  January 8 - 15, 2017  
Sunday, January 8 
9:30   Adult and Youth Education 
 Descant Choir followed by  
                                 Descant Choir Activity 
          Childcare for children thru Kdg 
10:30 Continental Breakfast 
 Chancel Choir 
11:00 WORSHIP  
           Children’s Worship Class (preK-K) 
 Pathways children will worship with their 
families 
12:15 Coffee and Fellowship 
           Confirmation meeting:   
                     Parents, youth and mentors 
           Sine Nomine Choir 
4:00   Labre 
 
Monday, January 9 
6:00          Progress not Perfection (AA) 
7:00 pm    Al Anon 
7:30 pm    Boy Scout Troop #403 
                   Borton Group (AA) 
 
Tuesday, January 10 
1:00 pm   Abundance Pantry 
5:00 pm   Fitness Fusion exercise class 
7:00 pm   Black History Month  
                                 Coordinators 
 
Wednesday, January 11 
7:30 am   Bible and Bagels 
12:30 pm Wed. Women’s AA 
7:00 pm    Ministries meet 

Thursday,  January 12 
5:00 pm   Fitness Fusion exercise class 
6:20 pm   Voices in Bronze 
7:30 pm   Chancel Choir 
                   Forest Hill Swim Club mtg 
 
Friday, January 13 
7:00 am     TOWER deadline 
10:00 am  Al Anon 
12:00 pm  Pantry Volunteers Lunch 
6:00 pm    Confirmation class 
 
Saturday, January 14 
9:00 am    CEIRS class 
11:00 am  BHM work day 
4:00 pm    Young Families Get-together 
 
Sunday, January 15 
9:30   Adult and Youth Education 
 Descant Choir followed by  
                                 Descant Choir Activity 
          Childcare for children thru Kdg 
10:30 Continental Breakfast 
 Chancel Choir 
11:00 WORSHIP  
           Children’s Worship Class (preK-K) 
12:15 Coffee and Fellowship 
            Blood Pressure check 
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You are invited to an Epiphany Party 

Sunday, January 8, 3 – 10 pm 
At the home of Carolyn Smith 

1867 Cumberland Rd, CH             216-509-3928 

 
Since 2004, the Smith family has celebrated the tradition of hosting an 
Epiphany Party for family and friends.  We ask that you bring a bag of 
non-perishable food (or paper products or toiletries) to be donated to 
Abundance Pantry.  We also ask that you bring a favorite potluck recipe 
to share.  We’ll provide coffee, punch and eggnog (high- and low-test) 
as well as a variety of delicious goodies. 
 
Bring voices and instruments to join the annual song circle/ acoustic 
jam.  Bring good holiday wishes and prayers for peace in this troubled 
world.  Bring yourselves! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover image: Creation of Light, in the public domain, available at 
http://powerlisting.wikia.com/wiki/File:Creation-of-light-create-the-reality-36860834-570-
336.jpg 

 

http://powerlisting.wikia.com/wiki/File:Creation-of-light-create-the-reality-36860834-570-336.jpg
http://powerlisting.wikia.com/wiki/File:Creation-of-light-create-the-reality-36860834-570-336.jpg
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A Soul Food Pot Luck 

 
 
 

Save February Sundays for Black History Month activities! 
 
Watch for details about – 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to the Black History Month committee, 
hard at work planning an event-filled month 

at Forest Hill Church! 
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  The Journey    
One day you finally knew 
what you had to do, and 
began, 
though the voices around you 
kept shouting 
their bad advice –  
though the whole house 
began to tremble 
and you felt the old tug 
at your ankles. 
“Mend my life!” 
each voice cried. 
But you didn’t stop. 
You knew what you had to  
do, 
though the wind pried 
with its stiff fingers 
at the very foundations, 
though their melancholy 
was terrible. 
It was already late 
enough, and a wild night, 
and the road full of fallen  
branches and stones. 
But little by little, 
as you left their voice behind, 
the stars began to burn 
through the sheets of clouds, 
and there was a new voice 
which you slowly  
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recognized as your own, that kept you company 
as you strode deeper and 
deeper 
into the world, 
determined to do 
the only thing you could do – 
determined to save 
the only life you could 
save. 

by Mary Oliver 


