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Service of Worship 

July 23, 2017 at 10:00 am 
Welcome! Thank you for joining us today for worship. 

Please join us in wearing a name tag so that we might greet you. 

Our ushers have large print editions of the bulletin, hearing devices, 

activity bags for children staying in worship, and directions to our  

nursery for babies and young children.  

 

Prayer of Preparation 
 The only difference between the saint and the sinner is that every saint has a past, and 

every sinner has a future. ~ Oscar Wilde 

 

The news of the Gospel is that extraordinary things happen. … Lear goes berserk on a 

heath but comes out of it for a few brief hours every inch a king.  Zaccheus climbs up a 

sycamore tree a crook and climbs down a saint. Paul sets out a hatchet man for the 

Pharisees and comes back a fool for Christ. ~ Frederick Buechner, Telling the Truth: The 

Gospel as Tragedy, Comedy, and Fairy Tale 

 

Welcome & Prelude          J. Brahms 

Schmucke Dich 

Fern Jennings, guest organist 

Choral Introit  God Welcomes All        South Africa  

 
 
Greeting Our God with Joy 

Call to Worship  Elder Rosanna Sprague  

One: Welcome this day to the house of our God. 

All: We are greeted in peace and in love. 

One: Welcome this day to the worship of our Creator. 

All: We worship in hope and with grace. 
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One: Welcome this day to our community of faith, 

All: Where we are sisters and brothers in Christ. 

One: Friends, let us worship God. 

 

* Opening Hymn No. 14  “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

* Please stand if you are able 

Renewing Our Relationship with God 

Prayer of Confession  

Holy God, you have showered us with blessings and shown us grace 

beyond our wildest imaginings. Forgive us for giving into fear, playing 

small, and retreating into old, habitual thoughts and actions. Breathe 

your spirit of love and joy into our hearts. Awaken us to the good news 

of your way of life and grant us courage to be the people you have 

created us to be. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Time of Silent Confession 

Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy) John Merbecke 

Assurance of Pardon 

* Response Paul Vasile  

“Glory to God” 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,  

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,  

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.  

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen. 

Anthem                Many and Great, O God, Are Thy Works Dakota melody 

Lisa Koops, soloist 
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Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 

* Hymn No. 435 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 

Prayer requests may be passed to the ushers during this hymn 

Scripture Lessons 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared 

to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, 

an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So 

when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And 

the slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow 

good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” He 

answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do you want 

us to go and gather them?” But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you 

would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until 

the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, ‘Collect the weeds first 

and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached 

him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.’ He answered, 

‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and 

the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the 

evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of 

the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned 

up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his 

angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 

and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom 

of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 
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Romans 8:18-25 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 

the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing 

for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, 

not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the 

creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the 

freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation 

has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we 

ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 

adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope 

that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what 

we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 After the readings 

 Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon  Rev. Lois Annich 

“Wait for It…” 

Prayers of the People 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  

Ritual of Friendship & Offering  

Offertory  All You Works of God, Bless the Lord     Jamaican folk melody 

Soloists: Laura Minder, Seth Ungemach, Beth Garrett 
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* Response South African song 

Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts with gladness are filled.  

Hallelujah! We sing your praises, all our hearts with gladness are filled.  

Now he send us all out, strong in faith, free of doubt, 

strong in faith, free of doubt. Tell to all the joyful Good News. 

* Prayer of Dedication 

Going Forth to Live as God’s People 

* Closing Hymn No. 543 “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me” 

* Commission and Blessing 

* Choral Benediction 

* Passing of the Peace 

Postlude          Hymn of Praise     J. Brahms 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Visitors! 
We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may have. 

Visitor welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex. Take one home 

with you! Our website, www.fhcpresb.org, lists upcoming events, education 

programs for all ages, and texts and audio of past sermons. 

 

Notes & Announcements 
Chancel Flowers: The flowers are given by Rosanna and Chuck Sprague in honor 

of the first wedding anniversary of Christopher and Sarah Sprague Katan. 
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Prayers are requested this week for:  

Leslie Clement, Robyn Hales, Jane Frederick, Max Harmon, Kathryn Himmelsteib, 

Florence Klein, Wafa Kuri, George Sentell, and Dorothy Turick. 

 

Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: Marge 

Drollinger, Emma Jane Gibbs, Iris and Al Gilbert, Ron Klein, Emelia McGuire, Joyce 

Peters, Margie Stauffer, Elaine Tapié, Lorian Thomas, and Pat Weissbrod. 

 

Care Group  

The Corinth Care Group is responsible for meeting members’ needs during July. 

Please call the church office to report an illness, hospitalization, family 

emergency, birth or death. Information will then be passed on to the Care Group 

leaders.  

 

 

 

Coming Up 

 

 

TODAY 

Music: Today we again welcome Fern Jennings as guest organist. Fern is a 

graduate of the Cleveland Institute of Music and was Director of Music at First 

Unitarian Church in Shaker Heights until she retired. Music Director Anne Wilson 

is worshipping at the Iona Abbey off the west coast of Scotland this morning. 

 

Legislative Action: Look for Roz Peters at the Social Action kiosk in Fellowship 

Hall – advocate this week for just and equitable health care. 

 

 

 

The Deacons encourage you to stop by the Greeting Card Table in 

Fellowship Hall before or after worship to sign a card for any member 

who is ill or homebound. We will address and mail the card for you. 
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Refugee Fundraiser Production of Menotti's The Consul ~ Today at 2:30pm 

The Nightingale Opera Theatre and our own Lara Troyer present Menotti’s The 

Consul at 2:30pm today at the Barlow Community Center in Hudson. It’s a 

powerful story of refugees fleeing political challenges–all proceeds go to support 

refugee children from war torn countries. Tickets $20, students and seniors $15  

  

THIS WEEK 

Bible and Bagels discusses next week’s text on Wednesday mornings from 7:30 

to 8:30. All are welcome! The lessons for this week are: Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 

128; Romans 8: 26-39; Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 

 

Labre Volunteers: Our 5th annual cookout at Our Family Home Center is today 

from 4 - 6 PM. If you’d like to help serve, see Jack Bresisch.  

 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Last Summer Adult Education (9:00am, Jin Rm) and Summer Choir (9:30am)  

 

Youth News 
The Sr. High Youth are on retreat at the Montreat Conference Center this week. 

 

Staff Emails 

Rev. Lois Annich Interim Assoc. Pastor pastorannich@fhcpresb.org 

Becky Austin  Finance beckya@fhcpresb.org  

Lynda Bernays  Administration office@fhcpresb 

Kate Burleigh Children kateb@fhcpresb.org 

Ann Donkin Building mgr. adonkin@fhcpresb.org 

Stavros Gazis  Custodial office@fhcpresb 

Shannon Headen  Youth shannon@fhcpresb.org  

Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr.  Pastor pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org 

Peg Weissbrod  Publicity pegweissbrod@gmail.com 

Anne Wilson  Music annew@fhcpresb.org  
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Calendar: July 23 - 30, 2017 
Sunday, July 23 

9:00 am  Child care begins 

                 Summer Bible Study 

9:30 am  Continental Breakfast 

                 Summer Choir 

10:00 am WORSHIP  

                  Summer Pathways 

11:15 am Coffee and Conversation 

2:30 pm  The Consul refugee fundraiser 

4:00 pm  Labre Cookout   

  

Monday, July 24 

5:00 pm Presbytery meeting at St. Marks 

6:00 pm Progress not Perfection (AA) 

7:00 pm Al Anon  

7:30 pm Borton Group (AA) 

 

Tuesday, July 25 

12:00 pm Abundance Pantry registration 

1:00 pm Abundance Pantry 

5:00 pm Fitness Fusion 

7:00 pm RIC meeting at D. Woodbridge’s 

Wednesday, July 26 

7:30 am Bible & Bagels 

12:30 pm Wed. Women’s AA 

 

Thursday, July 27 

5:00 pm Fitness Fusion  

 

Friday, July 28 

10:00 am Al Anon meeting 

 

Saturday, July 29 

2:00 pm Memorial Service for Donal Grube 

 

Sunday, July 30 

9:00 am Child care begins 

                Summer Bible Study 

9:30 am Continental Breakfast 

                Summer Choir 

10:00 am WORSHIP  

11:15 am Coffee and Conversation  

                  Book Group: Waking Up White 

 

CALLING ALL LINE AND SQUARE DANCERS!  

Get out your boots and ten gallon hats and get ready for the Fall Festival!  

Mark your calendars for September 10!  

This year’s Fall Festival will be a Country Jamboree. We are looking for anyone 

who knows of a DJ or band that can do line or square dancing music. If YOU 

know how to square or line dance and want to be one of the "teachers," please 

contact Jason Hidek (jason.hidek@att.net). 
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OUTDOOR WORSHIP SUNDAY, AUGUST 20, 10:00AM 

If you have a portable awning or dining fly tent you can loan the church 

for extra shade during our outdoor worship service,  

please call the office at 216-321-2660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOKS BOOKS EVERYWHERE!  

 

The Selfish Pastor's Book Club  

Waking Up White: and Finding Myself In the Story of Race by Debby Irving, 

2014. July 30, 11:15 – 12:30  

(Next up: Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth by Reza Aslan) 

  

One Book One Church  

October 31, 1517 by Martin Marty. August 20 Rev. Laury Larson will lead a 

discussion on this book written by one of the giants of religious history. This year 

is the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Books available for $15 through the 

church office.  


