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Service of Worship
September 3, 2017 at 10:00 am
Welcome! Thank you for joining us today for worship.
This morning we celebrate the Eucharist (the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, or Holy
Communion). We celebrate the Eucharist by intinction (dipping the bread into the cup).
We also provide a gluten-free alternative, so that all may freely partake. After receiving
the elements you may come to the railing to receive a blessing from the pastors.

Prayer of Preparation
God of grace, you have given us minds to know you,
hearts to love you, and voices to sing your praise.
Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory
and worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Welcome
Yan Tiersen

Prelude
“A Sunday Morning Song”

Greeting Our God with Joy
Call to Worship
Peter Williams
One: Even when we encounter folks who are mean, dishonest, hateful,
All:
we are called to respond with that love which is true and sincere.
One: God calls us to love all people as if they were our sisters and brothers,
All:
for God seeks to weave us into one family, tearing down all the
barriers between us.
One: No matter how weary we become from our loneliness, our struggles,
our service,
All:
God challenges us to be patient, to rejoice, and to never stop praying.
One: Why should we do all things?
All:
Because we are God's people, called to lives which are different, and
which make a difference!
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* Opening Hymn No. 498

“Loaves Were Broken, Word Were Spoken”

* Please stand if you are able
Renewing Our Relationship with God
Prayer of Confession
You know us, Watching God.
You know who we are, people who find it easier to hold on to all we do
that is wrong, rather than clinging to goodness.
You know what we do, when we ignore the poor, when we refuse to live
at peace with others, when we look past the injustices that are so present
in this world;
You know we do all these things and so much more because we continue
to set our minds on all those temptations which insinuate themselves into
our lives.
You know all our limitations yet you continue to be patient with us and
forgiving towards us. You embrace us as we turn towards you in
repentance, rather than washing your hands of us. Even more, you
continue to call us to follow Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, so we might
find our life with you.
Time of Silent Confession
Russian Orthodox chant

Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy)
Affirming the Good News in Our Lives
Assurance of Pardon
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Paul Vasile

* Response
“Glory to God”

Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word
Scripture Lessons
Romans 12: 9-21
9
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good;
10
love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing
honor.
11
Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.
12
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.
13
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
14
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.
15
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.
16
Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are.
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17

Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the
sight of all.
18
If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with everyone.
19
Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God;
for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”
20
No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.”
21
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23
13That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.2Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the
whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables,
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on
the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground,
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had
no depth of soil.6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had
no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears
listen!” 18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word
of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches
away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately
receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while,
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person
immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one
who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the
word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the
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one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields,
in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”
After the readings
Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God.
Rev. Eric Dillenbeck

Sermon
“The Sower”
Ritual of Friendship
Offering
Offertory

spiritual, arr. William Appling
“We Shall Walk through the Valley in Peace”
South African song

* Response
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Eucharist
Invitation
Great Thanksgiving
Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up unto the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Guillermo Cuélar

Sanctus
Prayers of the People

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Communion of the People
Michael Card

Music during Communion
“Barocha”
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Prayer after Communion
Gracious God,
you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth.
You have fed us with the bread of life and renewed us for your service.
Help us who have shared in this feast, to be Christ' faithful disciples
so that our daily living may be part of the life of your kingdom,
and our love be your love reaching out into the life of the world;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Going Forth to Live as God’s People
* Closing Hymn No. 36

“For the Fruit of All Creation”

* Commission and Blessing
* Choral Benediction
“God Be with You till We Meet Again”

William Tomer

* Passing of the Peace
Postlude

W. A. Mozart
“Rondo in C”

Welcome Visitors!
We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may have.
Visitor welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex. Take one home
with you! Our website, www.fhcpresb.org, lists upcoming events, education
programs for all ages, and texts and audio of past sermons.
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Notes & Announcements
Please welcome Rev. Eric Dillenbeck at today’s preacher. Eric writes: I have
been a pastor in this Presbytery for 9 years. After leaving my previous call I began
working as the Coordinator of Community Partnerships at Youth Opportunities
Unlimited where I help nonprofits in Cleveland provide workforce readiness
training for youth and young adults. My family joined Forest Hill earlier this
summer; we have been big fans of the Forest Hill community for many years.
Chancel Flowers: Today’s flowers are given by Barbara Cloud in memory of her
parents, Marguerite and Thomas Usher; and by Jim Manista in memory of all the
war dead.
Prayers are requested this week for:
Joe and Betsy Andrews, Max Harmon, Joie Hill, Kathryn Himmelsteib, Florence
Klein, Wafa Kuri, Krystal Lafontaine, Jeanette Nemcek, Ron Register, George
Sentell, Dorothy Turick, and Jim of Friends Ornamental Iron.
Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: Marge
Drollinger, Emma Jane Gibbs, Iris and Al Gilbert, Ron Klein, Emelia McGuire, Joyce
Peters, Margie Stauffer, Elaine Tapié, Lorian Thomas, and Pat Weissbrod.
Prayers: Neighborhood guests who help set up and host tables at the
Abundance Lunch were asked what motivates them to keep coming. The first
reply was "prayer requests" and they described answered prayers. Requests will
be available as you exit the sanctuary today. Take one and keep that person in
your prayers for the week.
Nursery care for babies and young children is available on the second floor of
the Monticello Wing.
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The Deacons encourage you to stop by the Greeting Card Table in
Fellowship Hall before or after worship to sign a card for any member
who is ill or homebound. We will address and mail the card for you.

Care Group: The Bethlehem Care Group is responsible for meeting members’
needs during September. Please call the church office to report an illness,
hospitalization, family emergency, birth or death. Information will then be
passed on to the Care Group leaders.
Members of this month’s Care Group are:
Sally Davis, Deacon leader
Jon Adams & Pam Conover
Megan Allen
Clarence & Elsie Boyd
Margaret Brouwer
Chris & Rhonda Chapman
Peter & Kathryn Eloff
Sharon Hansen
Shannon & LaDon Headen & family
Kemp Jaycox & Cindy Fink & family
Joan Kandare
Morag & Tom Keefe

Sherry Leinweber
Karen & Clyde Loughridge
Bethany & Joe Pinzone
Ron Register
Jean Reinhold
Baldwin Sawyer
Mollie & Dick Secor
Doug & Lisa Vahey
Carolyn Vrtunski
Amy Wadsworth & David Wigger
Beth, Tom & Ian Zych

Coming Up
TODAY
Today is Hunger Sunday: 100% of the special hunger offering collected on the
first Sunday of each month will be used for FHC’s Abundance Food Pantry.
Music: We thank today’s music leaders: Grant Heineman, Seth Ungemach, Jed
Koops and Carl Jenks.
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Choir rehearsals: The choir season starts up this week! First rehearsals: Chancel
Choir – Thursday, Sept. 14; Descant Choir – Sunday, Sept. 10; Voices in Bronze
– Thursday, Sept. 14; Sine Nomine Choir – Sunday, Sept. 17. You may contact
Anne Wilson for more information (speak to her after church, call 216-870-2729,
or email annew@fhcpresb.org).
Welcome Signs: Sharon Shumaker has welcome yard signs available for $10. "No
matter where you are from, we're glad you're our neighbor" in three languages.
They were designed by a pastor in Harrisonburg, VA and are spreading across the
country. Contact Sharon (sms2924@gmail.com or 216-659-4114).
THIS WEEK
Bible Study: The lessons for this week are: Exodus 12: 1-14; Psalm 149; Romans
13: 8-14; Matthew 18: 15-20.
Bible and Bagels discusses next week’s text on Wednesday mornings from
7:30 to 8:30. All are welcome!
NEXT SUNDAY
The regular schedule begins next Sunday! Worship is at 11 am and the Fall
Festival follows. See the calendar on p. 13 for details of the day.
Adult Education, Sunday at 9:30, South Hall: The fall Adult Education series will
focus on the Reformation with a series of classes taught by Kermit Lind,
beginning next Sunday.
Labre Project
Warm, gently-used clothing and accessories – coats, sweaters, hats, gloves,
blankets for men, women and children – are appreciated for the Labre Project in
East Cleveland. Please leave donations in the bin in Fellowship Hall.
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LOOKING AHEAD
Youth News
High School Unwind: September 17, 12:30-2:00. Youth in grades 9-12. Plan to
stay after Sine Nomine rehearsal for our first official “High School Unwind”. We
will eat, hang out, and catch up. We will also make plans for our incredible year
together – we have so much to talk about!
Staff Emails
Rev. Lois Annich
Becky Austin
Lynda Bernays
Kate Burleigh
Ann Donkin
Stavros Gazis
Shannon Headen
Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr.
Peg Weissbrod
Anne Wilson

Interim Assoc. Pastor
Finance
Administration
Children
Building mgr.
Custodial
Youth
Pastor
Publicity
Music

pastorannich@fhcpresb.org
beckya@fhcpresb.org
office@fhcpresb
kateb@fhcpresb.org
adonkin@fhcpresb.org
office@fhcpresb
shannon@fhcpresb.org
pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org
pegw@fhcpresb.org
annew@fhcpresb.org

Farewell Concert for Caleb A. Wright
Friday September 8, 2017, 7:30 PM
10723 Magnolia Blvd.
Cleveland, OH 44106
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Calendar: September 3 - 10, 2017
Sunday, September 3
9:30 am Child care begins
Continental Breakfast
10:00 am Worship: Communion
11:15 am Coffee & Conversation
Monday, September 4: Labor Day
Office closed
6:00 pm Progress not Perfection (AA)
7:00 pm Al Anon
7:30 pm Borton Group (AA)
Boy Scout Troop #403
Tuesday, September 5
12:00 pm Abundance Pantry registration
1:00 pm Abundance Pantry
5:00 pm Fitness Fusion
5:45 pm HCC Board meeting
6:00 pm Meditation group
Wednesday, September 6
7:30 am Bible & Bagels
12:30 pm Wed. Women’s AA
7:00 pm Deacons’ meeting
CPNC meeting

Thursday, September 7
8:00 am Trustee meeting
5:00 pm Fitness Fusion
Theology on Tap at The Jolly
Scholar (11111 Euclid in the Thwing Ctr)
6:45 pm Choir potluck
7:30 pm Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, September 8
10:00 am Al Anon meeting
Saturday, September 9
10:00 am Memorial Service for Carol Sims
12:00 pm Mid Hi Youth
6:00 pm The Group picnic (at Seeders’)
Sunday, September 10
9:00 am Child care begins
9:30 am Adult Education
Youth Education: Logos (Mid Hi)
Descant Choir
10:15 am Descant Choir activity
10:30 am Continental Breakfast
Chancel Choir
11:00 am WORSHIP
Children’s Worship class
11:15 am Pathways to the Promise Land
12:15 pm Fall Festival
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Fall Festival, September 10
Get out your ten-gallon hats and boots – The Forest Hill Church country
jamboree is coming! September 10, after worship, join us for food, dancing and
fun. Have some great grub, round up your partner, and hit the dance floor with
music from a live band and a caller! We will have games for young and old in the
courtyard, story-time by the fire and the ever popular cookie walk. Remember
the Pie Baking Contest – start experimenting with recipes now!
Youth volunteers need to run games for the Fall Festival - Sept 10.
First 5 youth to respond will receive a gift card to Amazon, Target or Chipotle.
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The Reformation (born 1517)
Five hundred years ago, a few Bible-reading monks and priests in Germany,
France and Switzerland started protesting certain doctrines and practices of the
Catholic church that they believed were non-scriptural—and ended up splitting
Christianity into multiple warring denominations.
Yes, it really did start with reading the Bible 500 years ago.
The impact of that historic Reformation can be visualized in the pews and the
practices of this congregation, often without our being aware of it. Our
worship, work, vision, and convictions today are a legacy from those long gone
Europeans and their interpreters over the centuries. Even our revolt against
parts of what they said and did is part of that legacy. We cannot completely
understand ourselves without recognizing the Reformation and its echoes in
our lives, our congregation and our civilization.
The Adult Education Committee is presenting a series of classes led by Kermit
Lind. It will be an introductory level survey course organized around the life
and times of eight significant 16th Century Reformers. In
addition, there will be discussions on the impact of the
Reformation in our own age and on reform in Forest Hill
Church—past, present and future.
Look for further announcements of ways to explore our
Reformation heritage in this 500th anniversary of Luther’s
posting of 95 Theses.
Jesus washing feet
16th Century woodcut by Lucas Cranach
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Which historic person wrote “Man's mind is so formed that it is far more
susceptible to falsehood than to truth”?
A)
Thelonius Monk
B)
Michael Servatus
C)
Søren Kierkegaard
D)
Sigmund Freud
E)
Desiderius Erasmus
F)
Benjamin Franklin
Come join us at 9:30 am Sundays in the South Hall for a series led by Kermit
Lind commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation.
The series begins on 9/10/2017.

For more information about the Reformation,
Google “Protestant Reformation” or “Martin Luther”
Or plan to attend the Sunday series at FHC!
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