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Service of Worship 

October 8, 2017 at 11:00 am 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship. 

Please join us in wearing a name tag so that we might greet you. 

Our ushers have hearing devices, large print editions of the bulletin, 

activity bags for children staying in worship, and directions to our 

nursery for babies and young children. 

 

Thought for Preparation 
Long ago our sovereign God brought the Israelite slaves out of the house of bondage.  

Today, do we dwell in a house of defeat and despair, or do we dwell with our redeemer 

and liberator in a house of freedom?  

Welcome  

Choral Introit  Kenya 

“O Who Will Build the Church Now” 

Sine Nomine Choir 

Greeting Our God with Joy 

Call to Worship   Dean Sieck 

Leader: Brothers and sisters, we come from many houses. Welcome to this 

household, the house of God. 

People:  Here we hear words that revive. Here we experience grace that makes 

our heart glad.  

Leader:  God offers light to our eyes. 

People:  Christ brings wisdom to our hearts and minds. 

Leader:  God’s teachings are sweeter than honey –  

People:  Even honey dripping off the honeycombs! 

Leader:   They are more precious than gold –  

People:  Even tons of pure gold!  

Leader:  Sisters and brothers, welcome to the house of God!  
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* Processional  Hymn No. 12   “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 

 

*please stand if able 

 
Renewing Our Relationship with God 

Prayer of Confession  

Redeemer God, forgive our failings and our sins – committed both 

knowingly and unknowingly.  May we not be ruled by sin, and may it have 

no power over us. Raise us from wrongdoing that we may share in the 

righteousness of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Time of Silent Confession 

Kyrie eleison  (Lord, have mercy) John Merbecke 

Affirming the Good News in Our Lives 

Assurance of Pardon 

* Gloria Taizé 

 

 

  

All sing first time.  Second time: low voices, begin; 

high voices enter two measures later; children and 

youth enter two measures after that. 
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Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 
Minute for Mission Paul Jennings 

“Abundance Pantry” 

Sacrament of Baptism for Gavin Bruce Strachan 

Congregational Welcome 

Gavin Bruce, we welcome you into the household of the living God.  You 

are part of the body of Christ.  Wherever you go, whatever you become, 

you are a beloved child of God.   Amen.  

 

* Hymn No. 486 “Child of Blessing, Child of Promise” 

Prayer requests to be read during the Prayers of the People 

may be passed to the ushers during this hymn 

Scripture Lessons  

Exodus 20: 1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, who brought you out 

of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods 

before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of 

anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in 

the water under the earth. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of 

the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his 

name. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor 

and do all your work. 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 

that the LORD your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not 

commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against 

your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet 

your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything 

that belongs to your neighbor. 
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When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the 

trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood 

at a distance, and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do 

not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be 

afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you 

so that you do not sin.” 

Philippians 3: 4b-14 

I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If anyone else has reason to be 

confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of 

the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to 

the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 

under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to 

regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss 

because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I 

have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I 

may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 

that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of 

his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 

death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have 

already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make 

it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not 

consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what 

lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal 

for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon  Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr. 

“House Rules” 
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Prayers of the People 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread;  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

Ritual of Friendship    

Offering  

Offertory  Anne Wilson 

poem by Dan Rourke 

“Love Is the Only Response” 

Laura Minder, soloist 

* Doxology 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  

 Praise God all creatures here below, 

 Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

* Prayer of Dedication 

Going Forth to Live as God’s People 

* Closing Hymn No. 301   “Let Us Build a House” (All Are Welcome) 

Stanzas 1, 3 and 5 

* Commission and Blessing 
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*  Choral Benediction “Sanctuary” 

 

*  Passing of the Peace 

Postlude J. S. Bach 

“Prelude in F Minor” 

 

 
Welcome Visitors! 

We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may have. 

Welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex. Take one home with 

you! Be sure to visit our website, www.fhcpresb.org, for a list of upcoming 

events, education programs for all ages, and past sermon texts and audio.  
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Notes & Announcements 
Chancel Flowers Today’s flowers are given by Jon Newton in memory of his son 

Jeffrey Robert Newton, his father John A. “Pa” Newton, and his mother Nora L. 

Newton;  and by the Heineman family in honor of John Lennon’s 77th birthday. 

 

Prayers are requested this week for the following:  

Joe and Betsy Andrews, Max Harmon, David Hunter, Florence Klein, Wafa Kuri, 

Krystal Lafontaine, Jeanette Nemcek, George Sentell, Carolyn Smith, Dorothy 

Turick, Grace Uhle, and Pat Weissbrod. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: 

Marge Drollinger, Emma Jane Gibbs, Iris and Al Gilbert, Ron Klein, Emelia 

McGuire, Joyce Peters, Margie Stauffer, Elaine Tapié, and Lorian Thomas. 

 

Care Group:  The Nazareth Care Group is 

responsible for assisting the clergy in meeting 

members’ needs during October.  Please call 

the church office to report an illness, 

hospitalization, family emergency, birth or 

death.  Information will then be passed on to 

the Care Group leaders.  

 

Today we celebrate the baptism of Gavin Bruce Strachan, son of Leslie and 

Robert Strachan and brother of Carter.  Deanne Lentz is the attending Elder.  

Carol Leslie is Gavin’s great-aunt. 

The Deacons encourage you 

to stop by the Greeting Card 

Table in Fellowship Hall 

before or after worship to sign 

a card for one or more of our 

homebound members. We 

will address and mail the card 

for you. 

In Memoriam We Remember 

Donna Frey 

Who died September 25, 2017 

I am the resurrection and I am the life, says the Lord 
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Coming Up 

TODAY 

Help Support our Senior High Youth Mission Trip!   When you purchase a $25 or 

$100 grocery gift card through Forest Hill Church, you get the full amount to 

spend at the store and you support the youth mission trip as well! Gift cards are 

available for Giant Eagle, Dave's, Zagara's and Heinen's.  Please bring cash or 

check to Fellowship Hall following any church service to purchase your gift 

card.  Your groceries can help our youth reach their mission goal! 

 

THIS WEEK 

Bible Study:  The lessons for this week are: Exodus 32: 1-14; Psalm 106: 1-6, 19-

23; Philippians 4: 1-9; and Matthew 22: 1-14  

Bible and Bagels discusses next Sunday’s text(s) on Wednesday mornings 

from 7:30 to 8:30. All are welcome! 

 

October 10:  Iris Circle and Hilltoppers invite you to join them at 11:30 am in 

Bodwell Hall for a potluck lunch and a presentation by Rev. Lois Annich of her 

Ireland pilgrimage.  RSVP to Nancy Burcham (burcham@roadrunner.com or 216-

233-8864).  All are welcome! 

 

October 14, 9-11:30 am:  Retreat:  “The Pause that Refreshes” – see p. 11 

 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Adult Education, 9:30 in South Hall:  The Reformation Continues 

Next Sunday:  John Calvin and his role in the Reformation.  Why do people see 

his significance as a Reformer greater than anyone else’s?  What does his 

theology mean to our congregation?  Kermit Lind unlocks more secrets for you. 

  

Come for Cake!  Capri Gerteis will be baptized next Sunday.  All are invited for 

cake in the courtyard (weather permitting) after worship. 



 

 

 

10

Stewardship Campaign Packet Pick-up  The Fall Stewardship Campaign officially 

kicks off on Sunday, October 22.  Campaign packets will be distributed following 

worship next Sunday, October 15.  Please remember to pick yours up! 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Beer ‘n Hymns Returns!  Join us at the BottleHouse (2050 Lee) for an old-

fashioned hymn sing in an unlikely location on Sunday, October 22 at 6:30 pm. 

The BottleHouse is family-friendly with games and space to play;  seating is at 

long tables; beer, wine, mead and root beer are sold.  You may bring food or 

enjoy pizza and cookies provided by the church. 

 

News from The Group: On November 5 we’ll go see the musical Shrek at Heights 

High at 4 pm, followed by dinner at Anatolia Café on Lee Rd. 

 

Sanctuary Project:  Want to get involved in the Sanctuary Project?  We welcome 

new volunteers who would like to spend a few hours with Leonor during the day, 

and women who are available to spend the night.  You can also sign up for a meal 

that Leonor cooks and shares with you (or that you cook and share with her)!  

Email the coordinators at sanctuary@fhcpresb.org . 

You can support the sanctuary project by joining a Thursday evening yoga class.  

Free will donations will help support the project. You may also donate to the 

church by cash or check;  specify that it is for the sanctuary project. 

 

Dougbe River School Gala:  Join your friends for fellowship, delicious food and 

the latest news from the Dougbe River School in Liberia. In addition to funds 

raised from ticket sales, there will be a silent auction and wine pull. 

Tickets are $50 each or $350 for a table of eight. The event is at 5:00 

pm on Sunday, October 22 at the Banquet Center at St. Noel, 35200 Chardon 

Road, Willoughby Hills, OH 44094. Email dougberiverschool@gmail.com for 

reservations or visit www.DRPSL.com to purchase tickets online. 
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Youth News 
Every Sunday:  Logos (Mid High) meets from 9:30 – 10:30 am in the Ruah Room. 

October 14, 9:00 am:   Shane Claiborne, theologian will speak at at Pilgrim UCC 

in Tremont.  All are welcome (you don’t have to be a youth).  Contact Shannon 

Headen (shannon@fhcpresb.org, 216-496-6462) for more information. 

 

Staff Emails 
Rev. Lois Annich  Interim Assoc. Pastor pastorannich@fhcpresb.org 

Becky Austin                    Finance  beckya@fhcpresb.org    

Lynda Bernays                  Administration  office@fhcpresb.org  

Kate Burleigh Children kateb@fhcpresb.org 

Ann Donkin Building mgr. adonkin@fhcpresb.org 

Stavros Gazis                   Custodial office@fhcpresb.org 

Shannon Headen            Youth shannon@fhcpresb.org      

Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.    Pastor pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org 

Peg Weissbrod                 Outreach pegw@fhcpresb.org 

Anne Wilson                        Music annew@fhcpresb.org   
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FHC Stories Project 

Forest Hill Church – Empowering individuals to live into their call 
by Jean Reinhold 

Many of you may not know this, but I spent about fifteen years regularly 

attending worship without joining.  I helped out a bit with youth ministry, but 

basically, I came to services and left.  I got my God-fix - one stop shopping, 

Sundays from 11-12.  

  

I thought being an active member would mean I would have to make meals, 

attend marches, host homeless families, none of which really drew me 

in.  (Thank God, however, others are moved to take profound actions for justice 

and mission).  

  

I became more involved as soon as John and Clover caught wind of my 

particular strengths and passions: retreat leading, worship planning, small 

group participation and facilitation, task force assignments, writing and 

delivering sermons.  I was even so finicky about wanting to do exactly what I 

wanted to do that I demanded that I get a single room for Faith Leader 

retreats.  Selfish, I know, but my wish was granted… 

  

Go to the Forest Hill Church home page to read the full story! Copies are 

available in both foyers. 
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Calendar:  October 8 - 15, 2017  
Sunday, October 8 

8:30 am   Nominating committee 

9:00 am   Child care begins 

9:30 am   Adult Education 

                  Youth Education:  Logos (Mid Hi) 

                  Descant Choir 

10:15 am Descant Choir activity 

10:30 am Continental Breakfast 

                  Chancel Choir 

11:00 am WORSHIP:  Baptism 

                  Children’s Worship class 

                  Pathways to the Promise Land 

12:15 pm Coffee and Conversation 

2:00 pm   Messiah Chorus rehearsal     

2:30 pm   Apollo’s Fire rehearsal       

 

Monday, October 9 

6:00 pm Progress not Perfection (AA) 

7:00 pm Al Anon  

7:30 pm Borton Group (AA) 

                Boy Scout Troop #403 

 

Tuesday, October 10 

11:30 am  Iris Circle/Hilltoppers program 

12:00 pm Abundance Pantry registration 

1:00 pm Abundance Pantry 

5:00 pm Fitness Fusion 

7:15 pm Black History Team mtg 

 

Wednesday, October 11 

7:30 am   Bible & Bagels 

12:30 pm Wed. Women’s AA 

7:00 pm   Ministry meetings 

Thursday, October 12 

7:00 am  TOWER deadline 

5:00 pm  Fitness Fusion  

6:20 pm  Voices in Bronze rehearsal 

7:00 pm  Yoga 

7:30 pm  Chancel Choir rehearsal 

                 FH Swim Club mtg 

 

Friday, October 13 

10:00 am Al Anon meeting 

2:00 pm   Meditation group 

 

Saturday, October 14 

9:00 am  Spiritual Growth Centering  

                       Practices 

 

Sunday, October 15 

9:00 am   Child care begins 

9:30 am   Adult Education 

                  Youth Education:  Logos (Mid Hi) 

                  Descant Choir 

10:15 am Descant Choir activity 

10:30 am Continental Breakfast 

                  Chancel Choir 

11:00 am WORSHIP:  Baptism 

                  Children’s Worship class 

12:15 pm Coffee and Conversation 

                  Mission Fair 

                  Blood Pressure check 

                  Sine Nomine Choir rehearsal 

1:00 pm   Ekklesia (Sr High) at First Watch 

2:00 pm   Messiah Chorus rehearsal     

5:00 pm   Faith Leader 
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The Pause That Refreshes 

Rev. Lois Annich 

Hurricanes, floods, earthquakes and wildfires! Never-ending political strife! A data breach 

affecting millions of Americans! A mass shooting affecting thousands… Are we stressed 

yet?  

 

Maybe, yes… and ultimately no.  

 

Let’s be honest, our global and personal challenges can often feel overwhelming. It’s okay 

to admit that! Even better, it’s a great idea to seek out people with whom we can safely 

share our feelings.     

 

As people of faith we also can express our deepest feelings and needs in prayer. I cannot 

do without my morning quiet time with God.  I lift up this hurting world and ask for the 

compassion and wisdom to love and serve whomever God puts in my path that day. The 

good news is that I truly feel God’s peace when I am finished and am empowered to carry 

on with whatever arises. How and where do you find solace and strength? 

 

On Saturday, October 14, from 9:00-11:30 am Leslie Clement, Angela Sanders Boland and 

I will host a gathering in which we will present various centering practices that can be of 

help in our daily walk of faith. Some of you may be old enough to remember Coca Cola’s 

tag line, “The Pause That Refreshes!” We are hoping to introduce you to simple practices 

that will refresh and renew you as you seek to remain faithful in the midst of life’s storms. 

 

Please let us know that you plan to join us by registering with the church office by phone 

or email, or by noting on the friendship pad that you plan to come. We look forward to the 

joy of fellowship and a pause that refreshes!   

Child care will be available. 

 

Sabbath is not simply the pause that refreshes. 

It is the pause that transforms. 

Walter Brueggemann 
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Reformation Puzzler: Match the quote to the Reformer 

I will cause a boy who drives a plow to know more 

of the scriptures than the pope. 

 

John Calvin 

We must remember that Satan has his miracles, too. 

 

Menno Simons 

If magistrates go against the rule of Christ they may 

be deposed. 

 

Desiderius Erasmus 

Lord of hosts! When I swim in the merciful waters of 

your grace I find that I can neither plumb nor 

measure the depths. 

 

Martin Luther 

Let the wife make the husband glad to come home, 

and let him make her sorry to see him leave. 

 

William Tyndale 

He who allows oppression shares the crime. 

 

Ulrich Zwingli 

 

Answers to last week’s puzzle: Erasmus, Bucer, Zwingli, Simons, Tyndale, Hus –  

By Grace Alone, Luther  

 

Come join us in the South Hall next Sunday to learn about John Calvin.    

Alex Heston 
 

Not all the reformers were as lucky as Martin Luther, who was protected by his 

local government.  Michael Servatus (founder of the Unitarian church), William 

Tyndale and Michael Sattler were among those martyred while Ulrich Zwingli 

died in the battle of Kappel. 
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