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Service of Worship 
December 3, 2017 at 11:00 am 

First Sunday in the Season of Advent 
Celebration of Holy Communion 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship. 

This morning we celebrate the Eucharist (the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 

or Holy Communion) by intinction (dipping the bread into the cup). 

We also provide a gluten-free alternative.   After receiving the elements 

you may come to the railing to receive a blessing from the pastors. 

Preparation for Worship 

For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 

what is seen?  But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  

Romans 8: 24-25 

Welcome   

 

Greeting Our God with Joy 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle Elder Jennifer Blakeney, leader 

Leader:  On this first Sunday of Advent we watch and wait for Christ's 

coming!  

People: This Advent we will light candles of hope, peace, joy and 

love.   Today we light the candle of hope. 
 

The Advent family – Barbara Cloud, Vincent Taylor, Victoria 

Taylor, and Mariah Shaw –  will enter and light the first 

candle as the congregation sings: 

While we are waiting, come.  While we are waiting, come. 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 
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Leader:  Let us pray  

All:  Christ Jesus, come to us now.  Enter our hearts and our lives once 

more, that we may pay heed to the signs all around us.  Awaken 

us to the reality that time is precious.  Make your ways known 

to us, and lead us in your truth.  Give us hope to see in the 

shadows the dawning light of your coming.   

  

* Processional  Hymn No. 93  “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” 

 
*please stand if able 

 

 
Renewing Our Relationship with God 

Prayer of Confession  

Gracious God, we are often weighed down and impatient with the 

realities of this world. We long for faith to conquer the doubts that 

haunt us. Forgive us when we sleepwalk through life or give in to 

our worst doubts and fears. Wake us up to the many ways you have 

equipped us to do your will.  Open our eyes to see you in the people 

and experiences with which you have blessed us, and grant us grace 

to wait in hope, especially when waiting is hard work. In Jesus’ name 

we pray. Amen. 

 

Time of Silent Confession 

Kyrie eleison  (Lord, have mercy) Ukraine 

 
Affirming the Good News in Our Lives 

Assurance of Pardon 
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* Response “Be Still and Know” 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 

Scripture Lesson  

Mark 13: 24-37 

 “But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power 

and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 

four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 

and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when 

you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 

gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 

things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will not pass away. 

All sing first time.  Second time: low voices, begin; 

high voices enter two measures later. 
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“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know 

when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 

leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 

commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—

for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 

evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find 

you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: 

Keep awake.” 

 After the reading 

 Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon  Rev. Lois Annich 

“Staying Awake” 

Ritual of Friendship   

Offering  

Offertory  Mary Ann Breisch 

“Refugee” 

Text is on p. 16 

* Doxology 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  

 Praise God all creatures here below, 

 Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

* Prayer of Dedication 
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Eucharist 
Invitation 

Great Thanksgiving 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Sanctus John Bell 

Prayers of the People 

Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

Communion of the People 

Music during Communion David Hurd 

“The Word of God is Source and Seed” 

Prayer after Communion  

God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life. 

May this food strengthen us to wait in hope and serve all people 

with energy, intelligence, imagination and love. We ask this in Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 
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Going Forth to Live as God’s People 

* Closing Hymn No. 82  “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

* Commission and Blessing 

*  Choral Benediction 

*  Passing of the Peace 

Postlude J. S. Bach 

“Sleepers Awake” 

 

 

Welcome Visitors! 

We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may 

have. Welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex. Take one 

home with you! Be sure to visit our website, www.fhcpresb.org, for a list 

of upcoming events, education programs for all ages, and past sermon 

texts and audio.  

 

Please join us in wearing a name tag so that we might greet you. Our ushers 

have hearing devices, large print editions of the bulletin, activity bags for 

children staying in worship, and directions to our nursery for babies and 

young children.  

 

Notes & Announcements 
Chancel Flowers: The flowers today are given by Elspeth and Richard 

Peterjohn in memory of Barbara Beasley;  by the Dise family in loving 

memory of their sister Ann Mercer Dise and parents Molly and Ralph Dise; 

and by Bobbi and Peter van Dijk in loving memory of Millie and Ed Skeivis 

and Marilyn Skeivis Dougherty. 
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Prayers are requested this week for the following: Joe and Betsy Andrews, 

Frances Barry, Max Harmon, David Hunter, Florence Klein, Wafa Kuri, 

Krystal Lafontaine, the LaGuardia family, Barb Lind, Jeanette Nemcek, 

George Sentell, Jimmy Strong, Bob and Linda Uhle, and Pat Weissbrod. 

 

Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: Marge 

Drollinger, Emma Jane Gibbs, Iris and Al Gilbert, Ron Klein, Emelia 

McGuire, Joyce Peters, Margie Stauffer, Elaine Tapié, and Lorian Thomas. 

 

 

  

 
 

Care Group:  In December the whole congregation helps care for one 

another!  Robin Mervine is the Deacon in charge – please say YES when 

she calls. 

 

Today Is Hunger Sunday  Cash or checks in envelopes marked Hunger will 

be used 100% for support of Forest Hill Church’s Abundance Pantry.   

 
Coming Up 
TODAY 

Annual Fair Trade and Cleveland Cottage Industry Bazaar:  The bazaar, 

open today until 2 pm,  features  One World Shop of Rocky River,  Canaan 

Fair Trade, Holy Land Handicrafts, Around the World Treasures, and Revy 

Fair Trade.  Local businesses include Golden Goddess, the line of 

sustainable, organic cosmetics produced and sold by Cleveland Heights 

resident and FHC member Ajah Hales. This year we offer special low-cost 

items so children can shop for their friends and family.  Invite your friends 

and spread the word!!  

The Deacons encourage you to stop by the Greeting Card Table in 

Fellowship Hall before or after worship to sign a card for one or more of 

our homebound members. We will address and mail the card for you. 
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The Advent trumpeters are Ahren Stock and Scott Lafferty. 
 

THIS WEEK  

Bible Study:  The lessons for this week are Isaiah 40: 1-11; Psalm 85: 1-2, 

8-13; 2 Peter 3: 8-15a; Mark 1: 1-8.   

Bible and Bagels discusses next Sunday’s text(s) on Wednesday 

mornings from 7:30 to 8:30. All are welcome! 

 

Advent Centering Retreat, Saturday December 9, 9-11:30 am:  Please join 

us for a time of simple music, lectio divina, bodily movement and breath 

work that will bless and ground our Advent journey.  Let us know you are 

coming – use the friendship pad or contact the church office.  Child care 

will be provided. 

 

It’s the Season of Giving!  The Christmas season is a time for showing God’s 

love not just to our close ones, but also to people who are not as fortunate.  

FHC has several ways you can help our siblings in Christ.  All donations can 

be returned at any time to the stage in Fellowship Hall, but no later than 

Sunday, Dec. 17. 

 

Angel Tree Ornaments (available in Fellowship Hall) 

1.  Families at Boulevard Elementary:  Thanks to our partnership with 

Boulevard Elementary, we have adopted five families to provide gifts 

for their children.  These are families where the children likely will not 

have Christmas presents without our help.  Each ornament gives the 

age, clothing size, and toy ideas for a child. 

2.  Labre Ministry:  This year, we are asking for gift bags for boys, girls, 

and adults that we can distribute through Our Family Home Center in 

East Cleveland.  Each ornament has ideas for “stuffing” a gift bag.  
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Direct Donation 

3. Pantry Ministry:  Pantry Ministry offers a Holiday Shop where pantry 

clients can select small gifts for the young people in their lives.  Pantry 

ministry requests any toys or children’s items, no more than $5.00, or 

gently used holiday/household items to stock the Holiday Shop.  

Special Request: Boxes of crayons and activity books.  Place these 

donations any time in the next few weeks on the stage in the 

specially-marked box.  Please bring these donations sooner rather 

than later so clients have the best selection. 

 

Amahl and the Night Visitors will be presented on December 9 at 7 pm 

and December 10 at 4 pm. 

The opera features 10-year-old Henry Dyck 

as Amahl (to whom a miracle happens); 

Lara Troyer as Amahl’s mother;  Mist’a 

Craig, Carl Jenks and Frank Ward as the 

Kings; Jack Lentz as the Page; Devyn Etling 

as the dancer; and the Chancel Choir as the 

local peasants.  The 50-minute program is 

a great family-friendly musical experience.  

Invite friends! 

 

Pacesetters:   Join new and old friends to reconnect and celebrate 

Christmas on Saturday, December 9 at 7 pm at the home of Chris and Dave 

Bell (3040 Scarborough Rd in Cleveland Hts).  We will welcome the season 

and share food and fellowship.  See the December TOWER for additional 

information, or contact Dave or Chris (216-932-6992). 

 

The Group:  We will meet at Diana Woodbridge’s on Friday, December 8 

at 6:30 pm to collect supplies for a Boulevard School family and celebrate 
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Christmas at the same time!  See the December TOWER for more 

information.  RSVP to Cathy Ghiandoni (ghiandoni.c@gmail.com or  

216 691-1905). 

 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Adult Education, 9:30 in South Hall  This Advent, we will be reading An 

Adult Christ at Christmas by Raymond Brown for our Sunday morning 

Adult Education sessions.  Next week:  Matthew 2: 1-23. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Longest Night Service, Wednesday Dec. 20, 7 pm: Are you dreading 

Christmas because of losses, burdens or disappointments? Pastor Lois and 

the pastoral staff of Church of the Saviour invite you to join our two 

congregations in a worship service that acknowledges human pain and 

God’s consolation. Come to  Church of the Saviour, 2537 Lee Road, 

Cleveland Heights for a service of scripture, song, and communion that will 

remind you of God’s presence and love. The “Longest Night” takes place 

just before the light returns.  We look forward to sharing this time of 

reflection and comfort with you. 

 

Reconnecting with God's Creation in the 21st-century    

A class combining scripture, discussion, field trips and more 

The purpose of this course is to explore the wonder of the natural world 

on a spiritual level, our ongoing connection and relationship with nature, 

an awakening to its power of healing, and our responsibility as Christians 

for its stewardship.  The course will take place over the span of a year and 

consist of twelve sessions:  two classes and one field experience (e.g., to a 

nearby park or nature center) each season.  

Participants will be expected to make every effort to attend each class 

session and field trip.  The first session will be January 14, 4:00-6:00 pm in 

South Hall  



 

 

12

To register, please contact the church office or Kemp Jaycox and 

Stephen Sedam, class leaders. 

Kemp: kempjaycox@yahoo.com or 216-785-5375 

Stephen: goldens101@aol.com or 614-783-4467 

 

Youth News  
Every Sunday  Mid High class meets from 9:30 – 10:30 am in the Ruah 

Room. 

Today  Sine Nomine Choir will rehearse today in the Chapel after worship. 

 

Advent and Christmas at Forest Hill Church 
  Sunday, Dec. 3, 9 am – 2 pm:   

    Fair Trade and Cottage Industry Bazaar 

Saturday, Dec. 9, 9-11 am:  Advent Centering Retreat   

Saturday, Dec. 9, 7 pm:  Amahl and the Night Visitors  

Sunday, Dec. 10, 4 pm:  Amahl and the Night Visitors 

Sunday, Dec. 17, 11 am:  Service of Lessons and Carols 

Weds., Dec. 20, 7 pm: Longest Night service at  

  Church of the Saviour 

Sunday, Dec. 24, 11 am:  Worship and Christmas Pageant   

(note new time for pageant) 

Sunday, Dec. 24, 11 pm:  Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship 
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Calendar:  December 3 - 10, 2017  

Sunday, December 3:  1 Advent 

8:30 am   Nominating Committee 

9:00 am   Child care begins 

9 am – 2 pm   

Fair Trade and Cottage Industry Bazaar 

9:30 am   Adult Education 

              Youth Education:  Logos (Mid Hi) 

                  Descant Choir 

10:15 am Descant Choir activity 

10:30 am Continental Breakfast 

                  Chancel Choir    

11:00 am WORSHIP 

                  Children’s Worship class 

                  Pathways to the Promise Land 

12:15 pm Coffee and Conversation 

                   Sine Nomine Choir 

12:45 pm  Ekklesia (Sr High) 

5:00 pm    Faith Leader 

 

Monday, December 4 

6:00 pm Progress not Perfection (AA) 

7:00 pm Al Anon      

                CPNC meeting       

7:30 pm Boy Scout Troop #403 

                Borton Group (AA) 

 

Tuesday, December 5 

1:00 pm   Abundance Pantry 

5:00 pm   Fitness Fusion 

7:15 pm Black History Team mtg  

 

Wednesday, December 6 

7:30 am   Bible & Bagels 

12:30 pm Wed. Women’s AA 

6:30 pm   Book of Joy:   

                        Dinner and Discussion 

                  Deacons at Chris Bell’s 

7:00 pm   Scouts: Board of Review 

Thursday, December 7 

6:20 pm    Voices in Bronze 

7:30 pm     Chancel Choir:   

                             Amahl dress rehearsal 

 

Friday, December 8 

10:00 am  Al Anon 

6:30 pm    The Group  

                      (at Diana Woodbridge’s) 

 

Saturday, December 9 

9:00 am  Advent Centering Retreat 

2:00 pm  AA Anniversary Dinner 

7:00 pm  Amahl and the Night Visitors 

                 Pacesetters (at Bells’ home) 

 

Sunday, December 10:  2 Advent 

8:30 am   Nominating Committee 

9:00 am   Child care begins 

9:30 am   Adult Education 

              Youth Education:  Logos (Mid Hi) 

                  Descant Choir 

10:15 am Descant Choir activity 

10:30 am Continental Breakfast 

                  Chancel Choir    

                  Cherub Choir 

11:00 am WORSHIP 

                  Children’s Worship class 

12:15 pm Coffee and Conversation 

                   Sine Nomine Choir 

4:00 pm    Amahl and the Night Visitors 

                   Youth:  House Church  

                                     and Christmas party 

5:00 Faith Leader 
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Staff Emails 
Rev. Lois Annich Interim Assoc. Pastor pastorannich@fhcpresb.org 

Becky Austin                    Finance beckya@fhcpresb.org    

Lynda Bernays                  Administration office@fhcpresb.org 

Kate Burleigh Children kateb@fhcpresb.org 

Ann Donkin Building mgr. adonkin@fhcpresb.org 

Stavros Gazis                   Custodial office@fhcpresb.org 

Shannon Headen            Youth shannon@fhcpresb.org      

Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.    Pastor pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org 

Peg Weissbrod                 Outreach pegw@fhcpresb.org 

Anne Wilson                        Music annew@fhcpresb.org   
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Poinsettia orders 
It’s time to order poinsettias for the sanctuary! 

Because the growers were affected by the hurricanes in Texas this fall, 

poinsettias are in short supply and are more expensive. 

 

You may order one or more by providing the following information to the 

office, or using the form that was provided in the Wednesday email news. 

 

Name:______________________________________________________ 

 

Given by (if different)___________________________________________ 

 

How many poinsettias at $17 each?__________________ 

 

Dedication (in honor of, in memory of, in thanksgiving for) 

 

 

 

Amount owed: $_______________ 

 

Do you want to take the poinsettia(s) home or donate it/them to be taken 

to a shut-in?_______________________________ 
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Today’s Offertory:    “Refugee”   by Mary Ann Breisch 

We’ve heard of the refugees Seeking a safe place, 

And the slaughter of the innocents  For someone was afraid. 

See a mother great with child, Tired and displaced. 

See a father pressing on, Desperate to be saved. 

Moving though the darkness, Following the stars. 

Looking for some shelter, Traveling so far. 

  

Who will offer welcome here? Who will make a space? 

Who will offer home and hope? Who will let them stay? 

  

Welcome to you refugees. Come into my place. 

You family of innocents, You must be afraid. 

Welcome is your little child. Welcome, full of grace. 

Welcome said the innkeeper, Hesitant and brave. 

Say, out there in the darkness, Did you see the stars? 

Come in from the night now, For you have traveled far. 

  

I can offer welcome here. I can make a space. 

I can offer home and hope, But can I let you stay? 

  

We can welcome the refugee. We can make a place. 

Innkeepers for innocents, Though we may be afraid. 

We can offer the little child  A home in our heart space. 

For we may be the refugees  This child came to save. 

Moving though the darkness, Looking for a star. 

Shine a light within us   So we see who we are. 

  

I am a poor wayfaring stranger, A-traveling through this world of woe. 

But there’s no sickness, toil or danger  In that bright world to which I go. 

I am a poor wayfaring stranger,  A-traveling through this world of woe. 

I’m just a goin’ over Jordan.  I’m just a goin’ over home. 
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Will we welcome the refugee?  Will we make a place? 

Will we be the innkeepers  Of innocence and grace? 

Will we offer the little child  A home in our heart space? 

For we are the refugees This child came to save. 

Moving though such darkness, Looking for your star. 

Shine your light within us,  So we see who we are. 

  

Will we offer welcome here?  Will we make a space?  

Will we offer home and hope?  Will we ask you to stay? 


