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Service of Worship
November 12, 2017 at 11:00 am
Welcome! Thank you for joining us today for worship.
Please join us in wearing a name tag so that we might greet you.
Our ushers have hearing devices, large print editions of the bulletin,
activity bags for children staying in worship, and directions to our
nursery for babies and young children.

Prayer of Preparation
Promise of the ages, we come to you this day to choose the way you set before us.
Strengthen our convictions and grant us patience in our waiting, as we watch for
signs of your coming kingdom. Help us teach our children your ways, that we may
pass on a better world to the generations to come. Amen.

Welcome
Prelude

Susan Nipp
“Books of the Old Testament”
Descant Choir

Greeting Our God with Joy
Call to Worship
Elder Rosanna Sprague
Leader: The God of our ancestors has called us here.
People: We are witnesses.
Leader: The wisdom of the ages has called us here.
People: We are witnesses.
Leader: The choice to follow God has called us here.
People: We are witnesses.
Leader: The Lord of life has called us here.
People: We are witnesses.

2

* Processional Hymn No. 401 (Stanzas 1, 2 and 4)

“Here in This Place”

*please stand if able

Renewing Our Relationship with God
Prayer of Confession
Rev. Lois Annich
When our courage wears thin, O God, strengthen our resolve to
choose you each day. When we grow weary in our waiting, steel us
for the long watches of the night – for we long to be found ready
when you appear in your glory. Fill our lamps with your grace, that
we might share your light with our children and with the
generations to follow. Amen.
Time of Silent Confession
Kyrie eleison (Lord, have mercy)
Sine Nomine Choir

Ron Kean

Affirming the Good News in Our Lives
Assurance of Pardon
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* Gloria

Taizé
All sing first time. Second time: low voices, begin;
high voices enter two measures later; children and
youth enter two measures after that.

Anthem

spiritual, arr. André Thomas
“Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”

Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word
* Hymn No. 749
“Come! Live in the Light!”
Prayer requests to be read during the Prayers of the People
may be passed to the ushers during this hymn
Scripture Lessons
Joshua 24: 1-3, 14-25
Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned
the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they
presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people,
“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah
and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates and
served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond the
River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring
many. I gave him Isaac; “Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in
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sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors
served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.
Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the
River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for
me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” Then the people
answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve
other gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors
up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those
great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went,
and among all the peoples through whom we passed; and the LORD drove
out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land.
Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” But Joshua said
to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a
jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you
forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you
harm, and consume you, after having done you good.” And the people
said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the LORD!” Then Joshua said to the
people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen
the LORD, to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” He said,
“Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your
hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” The people said to Joshua,
“The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” So Joshua made
a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances
for them at Shechem.
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Matthew 25: 1-13
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and
five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with
them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom
was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there
was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then
all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to
the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the
wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had
better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went
with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the
other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for
you know neither the day nor the hour.
Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people.
People: Thanks be to God.
Sermon
Lentz, Jr.

Rev. Dr. John C.
“Heading towards Midnight”

Prayers of the People

Shannon Headen

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Ritual of Friendship
Offering
Offertory

arr. Tom Trenney
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
Jack Lentz, soloist

* Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.
* Prayer of Dedication
Going Forth to Live as God’s People
* Closing Hymn
“This Little Light of Mine”
This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine (3x)
Let it shine, Let it shine, Let it shine!
Everywhere I go, I'm gonna let it shine (3x)
Let it shine, Let it shine, Let it shine!
All up in my house, I'm gonna let it shine (3x)
Let it shine, shine, shine, Let it shine!
Out there in the dark, I'm gonna let it shine (3x)
Let it shine, Let it shine, Let it shine.
* Commission and Blessing
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* Choral Benediction

“Sanctuary”

* Passing of the Peace
Postlude

J. S. Bach
“In Thee Is Gladness”

Welcome Visitors!
We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may
have. Welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex. Take one
home with you! Be sure to visit our website, www.fhcpresb.org, for a list
of upcoming events, education programs for all ages, and past sermon
texts and audio.
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Notes & Announcements
Chancel Flowers The flowers are given by Nancy Burcham in honor of
those who lost their lives in this fall’s hurricanes and fires; and by Dave
and Chris Bell in loving memory of Chris’s parents, Bob and Betty Conklin.
Prayers are requested this week for the following: Joe and Betsy Andrews,
Frances Barry, Max Harmon, David Hunter, Florence Klein, Wafa Kuri,
Krystal Lafontaine, Jeanette Nemcek, George Sentell, Carolyn Smith,
Jimmy Strong, Bob and Linda Uhle, and Pat Weissbrod.
The Deacons encourage you to stop by the Greeting Card Table in
Fellowship Hall before or after worship to sign a card for one or more of
our homebound members. We will address and mail the card for you.

Please remember these homebound members in your prayers:
Marge Drollinger, Emma Jane Gibbs, Iris and Al Gilbert, Ron Klein, Emelia
McGuire, Joyce Peters, Margie Stauffer, Elaine Tapié, and Lorian Thomas.
Care Group: The Jericho Care Group is responsible for assisting the clergy
in meeting members’ needs during November. Please call the church
office to report an illness, hospitalization, family emergency, birth or
death. Information will then be passed on to the Care Group leaders.
Thank you to head usher Roger Heineman and today’s ushers. Please
contact the church office if you are interested in joining an usher team.
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Coming Up
TODAY
CDs of the service: Although CDs of today’s worship service may still be
ordered, paid for, and picked up in the Volunteer Office, you can now
access and listen to the entire service on our website for free whenever
you'd like!
(https://www.fhcpresb.org/category/worship-music/sermon-archives/)
Compline: Please join us this evening at 7 pm for a special Compline
service. An ancient monastic sung service, Compline consists of mostly
unaccompanied singing in our candle-lit sanctuary. The cantors (Pastor
Lentz and Jack Lentz) and choir will sing from the congregational pews,
allowing the congregation to sit in the choir pews, transepts or front of the
church. It’s particularly nice to be in church at night! The prayers, poems
and music will be from the Iona Community in Scotland.
THIS WEEK
Bible Study: The lessons for this week are: Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123;
1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11; Matthew 25: 14-30
Bible and Bagels discusses next Sunday’s text(s) on Wednesday
mornings from 7:30 to 8:30. All are welcome!
Music: Would you like to join the Chancel Choir for the Advent/Christmas
season? If so, attend rehearsals (every Thursday at 7:30 pm) between now
and December 21. Please contact Anne Wilson for more information
(annew@fhcpresb.org or 216-870-2729).
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Dinner, Drums, and More Darn Singing: Join Anne Wilson and Amanda
Powell at Disciples Church (3663 Mayfield Rd., Cleveland Heights) this
Saturday, November 18, for the third Community Sing. Dinner will be
served at 5:00 pm, followed by a drum circle experience, followed by more
darn singing! All are welcome.
NEXT SUNDAY
Adult Education, 9:30 in South Hall Next Sunday’s class will welcome Paul
V. Murphy, Professor and Director of the Institute of Catholic Studies at
John Carroll University. Professor Murphy is an historian who focuses his
research on the religious and cultural history of 16th and 17th century Italy.
He is the author of Ruling Peacefully: Cardinal Ercole Gonzaga and
Patrician Reform in Sixteenth-Century Italy (CUA Press, 2007). His current
research is on the work of the Jesuits in Italy, particularly at the pilgrimage
site of Loreto. He teaches courses on the Middle Ages, the Renaissance,
the Reformation, and the Jesuits. Professor Murphy will speak to us about
the Counter-Reformation in the 16th century as part of our series on the
Reformation.
LOOKING AHEAD
From Abundance Pantry: Help to set up a holiday gift shop to enable our
pantry guests to give gifts to the youngsters in their lives. Please help us
gather toys, games, stuffed animals, children’s books, wrapping paper, and
Christmas decorations. These can be your own used items, goodwill items,
or dollar store items. This might be a good time to clean out your attic and
closets! We let our pantry guests do the wrapping. Between now and
December 17, please put your items in the box marked “Pantry Gift Items”
on the stage in Fellowship Hall. Thank you.
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Pacesetters: Join new and old friends on Saturday, December 9 at 7 pm
at the home of Chris and Dave Bell (3040 Scarborough Rd in Cleveland Hts).
We will welcome the season and share food and fellowship. Please bring
an appetizer or dessert to share, and an item or two for the food pantry.
Soft drinks and wine will be provided; BYOB if you so choose. All are
welcome, including and especially your adult children. For more

Labre Thanksgiving Meal
FHC will again provide a Thanksgiving meal to our homeless and
economically marginalized friends and neighbors in East
Cleveland. We are in need of volunteers to provide food, cook,
and/or serve turkeys (provided through a generous donation of two
of our members), mashed potatoes, gravy, beans, rolls and butter,
dressing, and pies. To participate, please contact Jeff Smith
(jeffsmith2756@gmail.com or 216-932-2932.
information contact Dave or Chris, 216-932-6992.
Youth News
Every Sunday: Logos (Mid High) meets from 9:30 – 10:30 am in the Ruah
Room.
Today: The Sine Nomine Choir will rehearse in the chapel after worship
today.

Staff Emails
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Rev. Lois Annich
Becky Austin
Lynda Bernays
Kate Burleigh
Ann Donkin
Stavros Gazis
Shannon Headen
Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.
Peg Weissbrod
Anne Wilson

Interim Assoc. Pastor
Finance
Administration
Children
Building mgr.
Custodial
Youth
Pastor
Outreach
Music

pastorannich@fhcpresb.org
beckya@fhcpresb.org
office@fhcpresb.org
kateb@fhcpresb.org
adonkin@fhcpresb.org
office@fhcpresb.org
shannon@fhcpresb.org
pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org
pegw@fhcpresb.org
annew@fhcpresb.org

Christmas at Forest Hill Church
Saturday, Dec. 9, 7 pm and Sunday, Dec. 10, 4 pm: Amahl and the Night
Visitors
Sunday, Dec. 17, 11 am: Service of Lessons and Carols
Sunday, Dec. 24, 11 am: Christmas Pageant (note new time)
Sunday, Dec. 24, 11 pm: Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship
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Calendar: November 12 - 19, 2017
Sunday, November 12
8:30 am Nominating Committee
9:00 am Child care begins
9:30 am Adult Education
Youth Education: Logos (Mid Hi)
Descant Choir
10:15 am Descant Choir activity
10:30 am Continental Breakfast
Chancel Choir
11:00 am WORSHIP
Children’s Worship class
Pathways to the Promise Land
12:15 pm Coffee and Conversation
Sine Nomine Choir
12:30 pm Long Range Planning mtg
2:00 pm Messiah Chorus rehearsal
5:00 pm Faith Leader
5:30 pm Visitors’ Dinner
7:00 pm Compline
Monday, November 13
5:00 pm Borton Group:
Anniversary Dinner
6:00 pm Progress not Perfection (AA)
Apollo’s Fire rehearsal
7:00 pm CPNC
GCC Housing Team meeting
Al Anon
7:30 pm Boy Scout Troop #403
Tuesday, November 14
11:00 am Iris Circle
1:00 pm Abundance Pantry
5:00 pm Fitness Fusion
6:00 pm Adult Ed Team meeting
7:15 pm Black History Team mtg
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Wednesday, November 15
7:30 am Bible & Bagels
12:00 pm Bullshevicks (at Nighttown)
1:00 pm Hilltop Garden Club
12:30 pm Wed. Women’s AA
7:00 pm TransFamily East mtg
Thursday, November 16
7:00 am TOWER deadline
5:00 pm Fitness Fusion
6:20 pm Voices in Bronze
7:30 pm Chancel Choir rehearsal
Friday, November 17
10:00 am Al Anon meeting
Saturday, November 18
8:00 am Men’s Group
10:00 am Messiah Chorus rehearsal
5:00 pm Dinner, Drums and More Darn
Singing (at Disciples Church)
Sunday, November 19
9:00 am Child care begins
9:30 am Adult Education
Youth Education: Logos (Mid Hi)
Descant Choir
New Member class
10:15 am Descant Choir activity
10:30 am Continental Breakfast
Chancel Choir
Cherub Choir
11:00 am WORSHIP
Children’s Worship class
12:15 pm Coffee and Conversation
Sine Nomine Choir
12:30 pm Black Caucus Potluck
4:00 pm Messiah Chorus program:
Handel’s Messiah
5:00 pm Faith Leader

Let’s Get REAL about Race
One-night Introduction
December 12, 6:00-8:00 pm
Attend this 2-hour event to learn a few simple tools that increase the
likelihood that conversations about race will be productive.
Facilitated by Adele DiMarco Kious and Erica Merritt at
Neighborhood Connections, 5000 Euclid Ave, Suite 310, Agora
Building (parking on Prospect). Registration is required (below) - drop
into the collection plate.
Five-session Prism Racial Equity Leadership Program
Save the Dates: 2/3, 2/4, 2/24, 3/17, and 4/14
Forest Hill Church Prism participants will explore the historic conflict
that continues to shape the United States and determine the fate of all
its people. Racism is examined on four levels: internalized,
interpersonal, institutional and structural. Tools to assess the state of
one’s organization and community are introduced. Leaders leave the
program with greater self-awareness, an individualized plan for
beginning to dismantle racism in their neighborhood or organization
and greater capacity to do so. Space is limited so if you are
interested, please contact:

Leslie Clement clemscomet@sbcglobal.net or (216) 702-9444
Vikki Nowak vikkinowak@gmail.com or (216) 225-1764.

Use the sign-up form on the next page
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NAME:___________________________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________________

O Sign me up for the Dec. 12 Introduction (FREE)
O Sign me up for 5:30 car pool for the Dec. 12 Introduction
O I am interested in learning more about Prism and the program in
February, March and April.
∞∞∞∞

Are you up to the challenge?
With winter approaching quickly, we've been challenged to donate fifty
coats for kids as part of the Labre Project in support of Our Family Home
Center in East Cleveland! We're looking for
donations of new or gently worn winter
coats in the following sizes:
• 15 coats, size small (9 boys/6 girls)
• 15 coats, size medium (9boys/6 girls)
• 20 coats, size large (12 boys/8 girls)
All coats should be brought to the stage in Fellowship Hall by Sunday,
November 19.
To sign up to take part in the challenge, visit bit.ly/50coats
Questions? Contact Christina Hidek at christina.hidek@gmail.com or
216-657-3962
Thanks in advance for your participation and generous support!
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Next Sunday is Scottish Penny Song Sunday! Bring your
change – look on your dresser, behind the couch
cushions, in your car –
empty your change jar –
raid the bottom of your
purse – and bring it all
to church for the
children’s
penny
baskets.
The money
collected
will
be
donated to Abundance
Pantry.
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