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Service of Worship 

November 19, 2017 at 11:00 am 
Welcome!  Thank you for joining us today for worship. 

Please join us in wearing a name tag so that we might greet you. 

Our ushers have hearing devices, large print editions of the bulletin, 

activity bags for children staying in worship, and directions to our 

nursery for babies and young children. 

 

Centering Prayer 
Be still and know that I am God. 

Be still and know that I am. 

Be still and know that I. 

Be still and know that. 

Be still and know. 

Be still and. 

Be still. 

Be. 

Welcome 

Prelude arr. Sandra Eithun 

“Break Thou the Bread of Life” 

Voices in Bronze 

Choral Introit anon. 

“Come into God's Presence” 

Cherub Choir;  Lisa Koops, director 
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Greeting Our God with Joy 

Call to Worship   Elder Elspeth Peterjohn 

Leader: God calls out:  “Come and enter my joy!”  

People:  We gather in thankfulness this day, as servants of God’s 

blessing.  

Leader:  God calls out: “Come, stay awake and be alert!”  

People:  We gather in expectation this day, as children of God’s light 

and love. 

Leader:  God calls out: “Come and share in my happiness!”  

People:  We gather in faith this day to worship our God.  

* Processional  Hymn No. 26   “Earth and All Stars!” 
*please stand if able 

 
Renewing Our Relationship with God 

Prayer of Confession  

Merciful God, we are aware of the ways our faith falls short.  In our 

pride, we wait too long to ask for your help.  In our self-absorption, 

we ask that our will, not your will be done.  Even when you rescue 

us from our misery, we quickly return to our careless ways. Aware 

of these failures, we turn our eyes to you, trusting in your love and 

mercy.    Amen.  

 

Time of Silent Confession 

Kyrie eleison  (Lord, have mercy) John Merbecke 

Affirming the Good News in Our Lives 

Assurance of Pardon 
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* Gloria Taizé 

 

 

 
  

Opening Our Hearts to God’s Word 

Minute for Mission Jennifer Blakeney 

“Fair Trade Market” 

* Hymn  

“Scottish Penny Song”  

Descant Choir; Ryan Hidek and Vaughn Ullom, soloists 

Congregation, please sing the refrain after stanzas 2 and 3 

See p. 5 

All sing first time.  Second time: low voices, begin; 

high voices enter two measures later; children and 

youth enter two measures after that. 
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Children in Pathways may leave following the hymn 

Prayer requests to be read during the Prayers of the People 

may be passed to the ushers during this hymn 

Scripture Lesson  

Matthew 25: 14-30 

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 

entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another 

two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 

The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded 

with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who 

had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had 

received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 

master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and 

settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five 

talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 

handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His 

master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 

been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 
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enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also 

came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I 

have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good 

and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 

put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then 

the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 

‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not 

sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I 

went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But 

his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you,  that I 

reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you 

ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I 

would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent 

from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who 

have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from 

those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for 

this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will 

be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

 Leader: Hear what the Holy Spirit is telling God’s people. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                                                                 Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr. 

“Use It or Lose It” 

Prayers of the People 
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Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread;  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

Ritual of Friendship    

Offering  

Offertory  Mark A. Miller 

“What Does the Lord Require of Us” 

Sine Nomine Choir 

* Doxology 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  

 Praise God all creatures here below, 

 Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 

* Prayer of Dedication 

Going Forth to Live as God’s People 

* Closing Hymn No. 726 “Will You Come and Follow Me” 

Stanza 3, upper register voices 

Stanza 4, lower register voices 

* Commission and Blessing 
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*  Choral Benediction 

 

*  Passing of the Peace 

Postlude C. S. Lang 

“Tuba Tune” 

 

 

 

Welcome Visitors! 
We look forward to greeting you and answering any questions you may 

have. Welcome bags are available in the foyers and the narthex. Take one 

home with you! Be sure to visit our website, www.fhcpresb.org, for a list 

of upcoming events, education programs for all ages, and past sermon 

texts and audio.  
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Notes & Announcements 
Chancel Flowers   The flowers today are given by Richard and Elspeth 

Peterjohn in loving memory of Richard’s parents, Ruth and Carl Peterjohn, 

and Elspeth’s parents, Ina and John Barclay;  and by Patricia Jenkins in 

loving memory of her father Edwin L. Bowman, Sr.  

 

Prayers are requested this week for: Joe and Betsy Andrews, Frances 

Barry, Max Harmon, David Hunter, Florence Klein, Wafa Kuri, Krystal 

Lafontaine, the LaGuardia family, Jeanette Nemcek, George Sentell, Jimmy 

Strong, Bob and Linda Uhle, and Pat Weissbrod. 

 

Please pray for Kara Schellenberg and her family;  Kara’s father died 

recently. 

 

Please remember these homebound members in your prayers: Marge 

Drollinger, Emma Jane Gibbs, Iris and Al Gilbert, Ron Klein, Emelia 

McGuire, Joyce Peters, Margie Stauffer, Elaine Tapié, and Lorian Thomas. 

 

 

  

 
 

Care Group:  The Jericho Care Group is responsible for assisting the clergy 

in meeting members’ needs during November.  Please call the church 

office to report an illness, hospitalization, family emergency, birth or 

death.  Information will then be passed on to the Care Group leaders.  

 

 

 

The Deacons encourage you to stop by the Greeting Card Table in 

Fellowship Hall before or after worship to sign a card for one or more of 

our homebound members. We will address and mail the card for you. 
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Thank you to head usher Roger Heineman and today’s ushers.  Please 

contact the church office if you are interested in joining an usher team.  

 

Coming Up 

TODAY 

Handel’s Messiah:  The Cleveland Messiah Chorus will present Handel’s 

Messiah this afternoon at 4 pm in the Sanctuary.  A reception will follow. 

 

THIS WEEK 

Action Alert!  Join Pastors Lois and John tomorrow morning at the ICE 

office (Immigration and Customs Enforcement) at 925 Keynote Circle in 

Brooklyn Hts. We will be asking for a "stay of removal" for Leonor, which 

means that she can go home in safety while her visa application is in 

process.   We will leave the FHC parking lot at 8:15 am.   

 

Bible Study:  The lessons for this week are: Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24;  Psalm 

100;  Ephesians 1: 15-23; Matthew 23: 31-46 

Bible and Bagels discusses next Sunday’s text(s) on Wednesday 

mornings from 7:30 to 8:30. All are welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Labre Thanksgiving Meal 

FHC will again provide a Thanksgiving meal to our homeless and 

economically marginalized friends and neighbors in East 

Cleveland.  Thanks to everyone who has volunteered to help!  We 

need volunteers to prepare mashed potatoes and dressing.  Please 

contact Jeff Smith (jeffsmith2756@gmail.com or 216-932-2932). 
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NEXT SUNDAY 

Adult Education, 9:30 in South Hall  

The Protestant Reformation led to not only numerous denominations, but 

also a Catholic counter reformation and the creation of a new order, the 

Jesuits.   The Jesuit movement was founded by Ignatius de 

Loyola, a Spanish soldier turned priest, in August 1534.  

Their symbol is shown below.   The Christogram IHS is a 

monogram symbolizing Jesus Christ. From Greek, it is an 

abbreviation of the name IHΣΟΥΣ (Jesus). 

• We will be wrapping up our series on the 500th 

anniversary of the Protestant reformation on November 26th with a 

look at the 2017 Reformation at Forest Hill Church 

• This Advent, we will be reading An Adult Christ at Christmas by 

Raymond Brown for our Sunday morning Adult Education session 

beginning on December 3rd.  Join us in South Hall at 9:30 am. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Pacesetters:   Join new and old friends to reconnect and celebrate 

Christmas on Saturday, December 9 at 7 pm at the home of Chris and Dave 

Bell (3040 Scarborough Rd in Cleveland Hts).  We will welcome the season 

and share food and fellowship.  See the December TOWER for additional 

information, or contact Dave or Chris, 216-932-6992. 

 

The Group:  We will meet at Diana Woodbridge’s on Friday, December 8 

at 6:30 pm to collect supplies for a Boulevard School family and celebrate 

Christmas at the same time!  See the December TOWER for more 

information.  RSVP to Cathy Ghiandoni (ghiandoni.c@gmail.com or 

216 691-1905). 
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From Abundance Pantry: Help to set up a holiday gift shop to enable our 

pantry guests to give gifts to the youngsters in their lives.  Please help us 

gather toys, games, stuffed animals, children’s books, wrapping paper, and 

Christmas decorations.  These can be your own used items, goodwill items, 

or dollar store items.  This might be a good time to clean out your attic and 

closets!  We let our pantry guests do the wrapping.   Between now and 

December 17, please put your items in the box marked “Pantry Gift Items” 

on the stage in Fellowship Hall.  Thank you. 

 

Youth News 
Every Sunday:  Logos (Mid High) meets from 9:30 – 10:30 am in the Ruah 

Room. 

 

Staff Emails 

Rev. Lois Annich  Interim Assoc. Pastor pastorannich@fhcpresb.org 

Becky Austin                    Finance  beckya@fhcpresb.org    

Lynda Bernays                  Administration  office@fhcpresb.org  

Kate Burleigh Children kateb@fhcpresb.org 

Ann Donkin Building mgr. adonkin@fhcpresb.org 

Stavros Gazis                   Custodial office@fhcpresb.org 

Shannon Headen            Youth shannon@fhcpresb.org      

Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.    Pastor pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org 

Peg Weissbrod                 Outreach pegw@fhcpresb.org 

Anne Wilson                        Music annew@fhcpresb.org   
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Christmas at Forest Hill Church 
Saturday, Dec. 9, 9-11 am:  Advent Retreat:  Centering 

Saturday, Dec. 9, 7 pm:  Amahl and the Night Visitors  

Sunday, Dec. 10, 4 pm:  Amahl and the Night Visitors 

Sunday, Dec. 17, 11 am:  Service of Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, Dec. 24, 11 am:  Worship and Christmas Pageant   

(note new time for pageant) 

Sunday, Dec. 24, 11 pm:  Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship 
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Calendar:  November 19 - 26, 2017  
Sunday, November 19 

9:00 am   Child care begins 

9:30 am   Adult Education 

              Youth Education:  Logos (Mid Hi) 

                  Descant Choir 

                  Exploring Membership class 

10:15 am Descant Choir activity 

10:30 am Continental Breakfast 

                  Chancel Choir  

                  Cherub Choir             

11:00 am WORSHIP 

                  Children’s Worship class 

11:15 am Pathways to the Promise Land 

12:15 pm Coffee and Conversation 

12:30 pm Black Caucus potluck 

4:00 pm   Messiah Chorus program: 

              Handel’s Messiah    

                  Reception following 

5:00 pm   Faith Leader 

 

Monday, November 20 

6:00 pm Progress not Perfection (AA) 

                Apollo’s Fire rehearsal 

7:00 pm CPNC 

                Al Anon            

7:15 pm Black History Team mtg  

7:30 pm Boy Scout Troop #403 

                Borton Group (AA) 

 

 

Tuesday, November 21 

1:00 pm   Abundance Pantry 

5:00 pm   Fitness Fusion 

 

Wednesday, November 22 

7:30 am   Bible & Bagels 

10:00 pm TOWER assembly 

12:30 pm Wed. Women’s AA 

 

Thursday, November 23:  THANKSGIVING 

and 

Friday, November 24:  The day after 

Office closed 

 

Saturday, November 25 

1:00 pm  Amahl rehearsal 

 

Sunday, November 26:  Reign of Christ 

9:00 am   Child care begins 

9:30 am   Adult Education 

              Youth Education:  Logos (Mid Hi) 

                  Descant Choir 

                  New Member class 

10:15 am Descant Choir activity 

10:30 am Continental Breakfast 

                  Chancel Choir    

11:00 am WORSHIP 

                  Children’s Worship class 

12:15 pm Coffee and Conversation 

2:45 pm    Apollo’s Fire rehearsal 
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Let’s Get REAL about Race 

One-night Introduction:  December 12, 6:00-8:00 pm 

Attend this 2-hour event to learn a few simple tools that increase the 

likelihood that conversations about race will be productive. 

Facilitated by Adele DiMarco Kious and Erica Merritt at 

Neighborhood Connections, 5000 Euclid Ave, Suite 310, Agora 

Building (parking on Prospect). Registration is required (below) -  drop 

into the collection plate. 

 

Five-session Prism Racial Equity Leadership Program 

Save the Dates: 2/3, 2/4, 2/24, 3/17, and 4/14 

Forest Hill Church Prism participants will explore the historic conflict 

that continues to shape the United States and determine the fate of all 

its people. Racism is examined on four levels: internalized, 

interpersonal, institutional and structural. Tools to assess the state of 

one’s organization and community are introduced. Leaders leave the 

program with greater self-awareness, an individualized plan for 

beginning to dismantle racism in their neighborhood or organization 

and greater capacity to do so. Space is limited so if you are 

interested, please contact:  

Leslie Clement  clemscomet@sbcglobal.net or (216) 702-9444 

Vikki Nowak  vikkinowak@gmail.com or (216) 225-1764. 
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Reconnecting with God's Creation in the 21st-century 

A class combining scripture, discussion, field trips and more 

The purpose of this course is to explore the wonder of the natural world 

on a spiritual level, our ongoing connection and relationship with nature, 

an awakening to its power of healing, and our responsibility as Christians 

for its stewardship.   

 

The course will include examination of scripture, small group discussions, 

field experiences, journaling, and the development of a Personal Plan of 

Reconnection for each participant.   The course will take place over the 

span of a year and consist of twelve sessions:  two classes and one field 

experience (e.g., to a nearby park or nature center) each season.  

 

We will look at how political, behavioral, economic and social dimensions 

affect our relationship with nature. By the conclusion of the course, 

participants will develop a plan by which they will intentionally draw closer 

to, learn from, and be empowered to better serve God’s creation.                      
Continued on p 12 

Participants will be expected to make every effort to attend each class 

session and field trip.  The first session will be January 14, 4:00-6:00 pm in 

South Hall  

To register, please contact the church office or Kemp Jaycox and Stephen 

Sedam, class leaders. 

Kemp: kempjaycox@yahoo.com or 216-785-5375 

Stephen: goldens101@aol.com or 614-783-4467 
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Poinsettia orders 
It’s time to order poinsettias for the sanctuary! 

Because the growers were affected by the hurricanes in Texas this fall, 

poinsettias are in short supply and are more expensive. 

 

You may order one or more by providing the following information to the 

office, or using the form that was provided in the Wednesday email news. 

 

Name:______________________________________________________ 

 

Given by (if different)__________________________________________ 

 

How many poinsettias at $17 each?__________________ 

 

Dedication (in honor of, in memory of, in thanksgiving for) 

 

 

 

Amount owed: _$_______________ 

 

Do you want to take the poinsettia(s) home or donate it/them to be taken 

to a shut-in?_______________________________ 

 

 
Cover image: From a slide created by Richmond Hills Community Church (Ontario, Canada) and 

shared on Slideshare   www.slideshare.net/rhcconlineslides/the-parable-of-the-talents-

28327670 


