
Forest Hill Church seeks to be diverse, inclusive and welcoming. 

All God's children have a place in this choir! 

Forest Hill Church, Presbyterian 

3031 Monticello Blvd, Cleveland Hts OH  44118 

216-321-2660        office@fhcpresb.org       www.fhcpresb.org 

 

 
 

mailto:office@fhcpresb.org
http://www.fhcpresb.org/


 

 
2 

Service of Worship 

December 24, 2017 at 11:00 pm 

Centering Words 
All nights can look the same if we don’t know how to look.  Jesus was born on a night 
not unlike this one.  Love took flesh in the watches of the night. The light of that birth 
continues to shine in the shadows.  All nights can look the same if we don’t know how 
to look.  What do you see on this night?  

 

Music before Worship 
“Carol of the Bells”  Mykila Leontovych 
               Sine Nomine Choir 
“O Holy Night”    Adolphe Adam 
 Beth Zych, soprano  
“Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing”  (sung by Elegie) Michael McElroy 

Welcome                

Choral Introit  plainsong 
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 

Call to Worship Rev. Lois Annich 
Leader:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  
People:  Those who lived in a land of deep shadows, on them light has shined.  
Leader:  We are that people.  Christ is that light.  
People:  For a child has been born for us.  God’s own son has been given to us.  
Leader:  He is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Parent, 

Prince of Peace.  
People: His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 

through his glorious reign.  
Leader:  Let the trees of the forest shout for joy.  
People:  Let heaven and nature sing!  

* Hymn No. 133  
“O Come All Ye Faithful” 

A Christmas Prayer of Reconciliation     Shannon Headen 
We are not always prepared, O God, to receive the Christ child into our 
hearts.  We do not always look to see your light shining in the gloom of 
our world.  We are reluctant to leave our flocks behind and search for the 
glory you reveal.  Overcome our fear, Holy One, and inspire us to sing with 
the heavenly host as we seek the Christ child this night.  Prepare our 
hearts, O God, to behold your precious gift in awe and wonder. Amen. 

     (time of silence) 
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Assurance of God's Blessing and Peace 

Gloria  Pablo Sosa 
Sine Nomine Choir 

Readings  
Psalm 96 Mist’a Craig 

O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the 
peoples. 

For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be revered above 
all gods. 

For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 

Honor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his 
sanctuary. 

Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory 
and strength. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come 
into his courts. 

Worship the LORD in holy splendor; tremble before him, all the earth. 

Say among the nations, “The LORD is king! The world is firmly established; 
it shall never be moved. He will judge the peoples with equity.” 

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all 
that fills it; 

let the field exult, and everything in it. Then shall all the trees of the forest 
sing for joy 

before the LORD; for he is coming, for he is coming to judge the earth. He 
will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with his truth. 

 
* Hymn No. 113 “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
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Titus 2: 11-14 Molly Webster 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives 
that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed 
hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good 
deeds. 

 
* Hymn No. 121 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

The Gospel:  Luke 2: 1-7      Lotus Headen                                                                            
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn.  

 
Anthem Luc Jacobs 

“Dormi Jesu” 

The Gospel:  Luke 2: 8-20     Jack Lentz 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known 
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what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.                                                                                                                  

 
Carol  John Joubert 

“Torches” 
Sine Nomine Choir 

Christmas Eve Homily Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr. 
“Christmas Sanctuary” 

* Hymn No. 134 “Joy to the World” 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread;  and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  
 

Offering     

Offertory   Mary Ann Breisch 
“Refugee” 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

The Ringing in of Christmas and the Changing of the Paraments 
The Lighting of the Christ Candle 

* Hymn No. 122 “Silent Night” 
 
 

We will light the hand-held votive candles. 
 

Silent night, Holy night   All is calm, all is bright   
Round yon Virgin, mother and child,  Holy infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Benediction 

Postlude Louis Daquin 
“Noel No. 10” 

St. 1:  All sing 
St. 2:  Sine Nomine Choir 
St. 3:  Chancel Choir (in German) 
St. 4:  Ellie and David Vahey, duet 
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All are invited to a milk-and-cookies reception 
 in Fellowship Hall following the service 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

The poinsettias are given by 

Betsy and Joe Andrews in honor of Cooper, Cameron and Lexi Andrews and in 
memory of Martin Bradley Andrews 

Lois Annich in loving memory of Rev. Dr. Russell W. Annich and  
 Elizabeth Johnson Annich 
Debbie Chapman and Lyn Hale in loving memory of Bill, Helen and  
 Paul Chapman, and Marie Hale 
Betty Clark in memory of Donald Clark and their parents 
The Gifford-Pollack family:  Merry Christmas! 
Nancy Grube in memory of Donal T. Grube 
Barbara Hansen in memory of Lamont Hansen and Ethel Van Fleet 
Jenny & Caty Himmelman in memory of dear aunts Joanne Roliff and  
 Barb Rothwell 
Patricia Jenkins in thanksgiving for God’s abundant gifts in 2016-2017 
Cliff and Jane Kowall in memory of parents Walter and Elaine Grasson and  
 Paul and Dorothy Kowall 
Carol Leslie  in honor of good friends and families 
Sue and Kerri McCauley in memory of Sue’s fiancé John Allen, her sister  
 Joanne Gorecki, and her parents Dale and Eloise Wint 
Robin Mervine in memory of Mel Mervine 
Billie Little in memory of Verna and Bill Bidelman 
Clyde and Karen Loughridge in honor of their families 
Charlotte and John McCumber in memory of Bill and Kay Currie 
Linda and David Rainey in memory of Marjorie Rainey, Erma and Daryl 

Knepper, and Sandra Draughon 
Marjorie Ravas in memory of Dorothy Turick 

Regular classes and choirs resume on January 7 
 

See our website, www.fhcpresb.org, for more 
information about schedules and programs. 

 

http://www.fhcpresb.org/
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Anne and Jeff Smith in honor of our dear friend Leonor  
 for her courage and love 
Carolyn Smith in memory of her parents Robert and Grace Sloan and  
 Dr. Dwight and Josephine Smith 
Kathy and Derry Stauffer 
Eileen Vizcaino in honor of the Forest Hill Church Sanctuary movement 
Virginia Weiss and Stephen Sedam, in honor of Leonor Garcia and her family, 

and in memory of Erica Weiss 
The Weissbrod – Marunowski families in thanksgiving for the life and ministry 

of Forest Hill Church and in memory of Ray Weissbrod 
Michael and Sharon Wiggins and family, in memory of parents the Rev. Robert 

and Cecelia Nelson 
The Wollaeger family in memory of Bill and Nancy  Olson 
Dene Young in memory of loved ones 

The wreaths on the front doors are a gift from the Hilltop Garden Club 
 
 
 
 
 

“When the Song of the Angels Is Stilled” 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 
when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins: 
to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 
to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 
to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among the people, 
to make music in the heart. 

Howard Thurman 
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The Christmas Joy Offering celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, the truly 

“indescribable gift,” as well as the gifts of church leaders—past, present, 

and future.  

 

50% provides critical financial assistance to church leaders in need  

• Support grants that help retired church workers and their families with 

financial and housing needs  

• Provide aid to church workers with urgent financial and medical needs  

 

50% supports opportunities for future leaders at Presbyterian racial ethnic 

schools  

• Give scholarships for racial ethnic students and future church leaders 

• Equip racial ethnic leaders for ministry  

• Support vital ministries in Presbyterian-related schools 

 

Ways to give: 

1. Give to the offering at Forest Hill Church (envelopes provided in the 

pews) 

2. Text JOY to 20222 to give $10 

3. presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy 
 

 
Cover image: "Starry Night" by the crayon and digital artist, Stushie, whose art 
has appeared on the front covers of national and international religious magazines. View 
his latest works at StushieArt.com . Used with permission. 

http://presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy
http://www.stushieart.com/

