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Discovering God’s call, celebrating the Spirit’s presence
Witnessing to Christ’s transformative power!

The Tower

April 2018
Christ Is Risen! Christ Is Risen indeed!

For over two thousand years Christians have greeted each
other with these words at the dawning of Easter and throughout
the Easter season of the church.
Historians can piece this much together: Easter was not expected. The
disciples and all the others who had followed Jesus thought that everything
they had hoped for was over. Their dreams of Rome leaving the country, of
the Jewish state being re-established, of a cleansing of Temple worship and
the coming of the Kingdom of God had all been dashed.
What they witnessed on the cross on Good Friday was nothing less than an
existential disappointment of everything they had been given to believe and
hope for. It was chaos, it was danger, it was fear.
We know this is true because the disciples scattered after the crucifixion.
Only the women, who were deemed by the Romans as not very dangerous
(what did they know?), came to anoint the dead body of their charismatic
leader.
The disappointed disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13ff) give us a
good sense of what was really going on: “But we had hoped that he was the
one to redeem Israel.” They didn’t know that they were talking to the RISEN
Jesus and that now it wasn’t only about the redemption of Israel but the
salvation of the world.
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Easter is about the most magnificent surprise ever – the greatest April Fools
joke ever! To quote the words of St. Yogi Berra, “It ain’t over till it’s over!”
Or as my mentor Rev. Herb Meza often said: “Nothing is good or bad until
God gets through with it.”
Easter is the declaration that God isn’t
through…yet. Easter is the promise and the hope that death isn’t the final
act, doesn’t get the final say, isn’t the end. There is more on up ahead.
So in the weeks and months ahead in your life, no matter what you are
experiencing: joy or despair, hope or doubt, love or fear - “It ain’t over till its
over!” Keep moving on, keep your hearts, minds and hands open. Keep
serving others and witnessing to what is true, just and pure. Pay attention to
unexpected guests that point you in a direction of a new presence, and a new
hope. Do not give up!
“Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!”
the good news.

It is up to you (and me) to spread

Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr
Senior Pastor

Forest Hill Church is looking for new players to join the recreation
softball team. Starting in late April thru end of July, the team
plays every Sunday afternoon. The team needs around 4-6 new
players to join the team this year. If interested, contact Jason
Hidek at jason.hidek@att.net or 440-264-3296. Spring practices
start mid-April.
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My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me
Love to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be
Oh, who am I that for my sake,
My Lord should take frail flesh and die?
He came from heaven’s throne salvation to bestow
But they refused and none the longed-for Christ would know
This is my friend, my friend indeed,
Who at my need, His life did spend.
(Hymn No. 209)
These first two verses of the beautiful hymn, My Song is Love
Unknown, speak volumes to me as we enter into the mysteries
of Holy Week, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and, of course,
Easter! I am often at a loss for words during this season – the
enormity of Christ’s passion and purpose defies simple explanation. His
unflinching willingness to stand up to the forces of empire that would deny the
image of God in all people brought him into deadly confrontation with those
forces. His choice to take on human flesh and share our lot – sorrow,
suffering, and death – gives all of us a point of reference as we deal with our
sorrows and great vulnerability. But what most leaps out at me as I read these
words is the transforming power of Christ’s love, “love to the loveless shown,
that they might lovely be.”
As we contemplate Christ’s terrible suffering and finally move toward the
mind-blowing, empire upending, dazzling good news of Easter, let us hang
on to love. We talk about love a lot here at Forest Hill Church, and sometimes
I worry that we will become desensitized to the word. Perhaps this Holy Week
we can meditate on it anew, on what it means to be loveless people who are
made lovely by our Savior’s love. May those meditations be humble and
rigorously honest, yet infused with the hope that God is still loving us and this
world into a new way of being!
Rev. Lois H. Annich
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Music Notes
I look forward to leading the music at upcoming Lenten and
Easter services: Palm Sunday (3/25), Maundy Thursday (3/29,
service at 7:30 pm), the Easter Vigil (3/31, service at 7:30 pm)
and our glorious Easter services (April 1, services at 9:00 am in the Chapel
and 11:00 am in the sanctuary).
There are many moments during Holy Week that I find particularly moving.
Palm Sunday: the children waving their palms and singing Hosanna, and the
carrying of the heavy, wooden cross, accompanied by the singing of Ubi
caritas; Maundy Thursday: the gradual extinguishing of the lights and
candles, and the drama of the last reading when the sanctuary is plunged into
darkness amid the stark beating of the drum; Easter Vigil: the solemn
procession from the outdoor fire pit into the darkened sanctuary.
Easter: the throng of singers gathered at the front of the sanctuary to joyfully
sing the Hallelujah Chorus. Please join us during Holy Week as we reenact,
relive, and participate in the passion of Jesus Christ.
Looking forward, please mark your calendars for our family-friendly,
intergenerational May Cabaret which will take place on Sunday, May 6
starting with a pizza supper at 6:15 and the show at 7:00 pm. If you have a
special talent (fire-eating, magic tricks, comedic routines, etc), let me know
so I can sign you up! This year, there will be a lot of audience participation in
such things as the Forest Hill Academy Awards, the Name-That-Tune contest
and the Getting-to-Know-You activity. Hope to see you there!
Soli Deo Gloria~~
Anne Wilson
Organist/Director of Music
annew@fhcpresb.org
216-321-2660, ext. 208
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Adult Education in May
The Adult Ed class will start a new program, "Three Weeks of Shalom," in
May.
May 6 – Kathryn Eloff and Alex Heston will lead bible study at 9:30, and
Jessica Kelley from Justice and Mission, along with a friend from Sanctuary,
will present a program at 12:15.
May 13 – Kathryn Eloff and Alex Heston will lead bible study at 9:30, and Paul
Jennings from Abundance Food Pantry and Jack Breisch from Labre will
speak about their programs at 12:15.
May 20 – Tom Zych will lead the 9:30 bible study, and Ann Williams will share
her experiences with Camp Lilac. We encourage everyone to stay for a light
lunch and an update on how our various ministries are living out scripture in
today's world.

Blessings in Abundance
In last month’s TOWER, the Stewardship Ministry began an exploration of our
understanding of the term “stewardship.” Millennial Grace Duddy Pomroy in
Embracing Stewardship defined stewardship as “The way we use the
abundance that God has entrusted to our care to love God and our neighbor.”
The Stewardship Ministry based the last annual campaign on 2 Corinthians
9:8 “God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by
always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good
work.” Members were invited to share where they saw blessings at FHC.
Several of the responses follow:
• In worship that inspires. In relationships that sweeten and ripen with age.
In real learning and service and love shared. In the name of Jesus
Christ. In the sense of joy and privilege that I feel to be a member of this
lively congregation.
• In the singing voices of the choir. Whenever Pastor Lentz preaches of
diversity and inclusion. The graciousness of communion.
5

Check out the website

www.fhcpresb.org

Come and see!

• Being a Sanctuary Church. Our Pantry Mission. Our Pastor and Interim
Pastor.
• My neighbor next to me in the pew. The cross hanging over the altar.
Music that touches the heart.
During the next weeks, we will share more blessings as witnessed by our
members and friends. In addition, the Stewardship Ministry is continuing to
collect and share member stories. We hope that when you are asked to share
the story of what bought you to Forest Hill Church and how the church has
made a difference in your life, you will agree with enthusiasm!
The Stewardship Ministry
Elders Melanie Alban, Leslie Pendleton, Mark Gerteis
Elected Leaders David Burleigh, Bill Ladebue, Peter Williams

Deacons’
Desk

The Last Supper

PART TWO
If you missed PART ONE ….
Please see the March edition of
the Tower on our website
(fhcpresb.org)

In the March TOWER, Deacons’ Desk introduced the idea that the above
pictured seating arangement of the Last Supper most likely was inaccurate –
not only because the Roman design of the “Triclinium” table had been
adopted by the first century Jews, but also because scripture conflicts with
Da Vinci’s vision which has dominated imaginations of the majority for
centuries. (For a more descriptive vision of the Triclinium table, see the
picture that follows.)
It was not a first come, first seated, seating arrangement. The importance of
the assigned seating depended on the importance of the guest to the host.
So why would Peter – whom Jesus called “The Rock” – be seated in the
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servant’s position? My guess is that Jesus is about to have a teaching
moment.
The disciples have just been informed by Jesus that one of them is going to
betray him. (Luke 22:21) They begin to argue amongst themselves as to who
is the greatest among them. Did Peter lose the argument? Or did Peter win
the argument?
SEATING ARRANGEMENT
26

But among you it will be different. Those who are the greatest
among you should take the lowest rank, and the leader should be like a
servant.27 Who is more important, the one who sits at the table or the
one who serves? The one who sits at the table, of course. But not here!
For I am among you as one who serves.
(Luke 22:26-27)(NLT)
Jesus washes the feet of all the deciples beginning with Peter, seated in the
lowest guest position, placing himself below even the servants’ role. Can you
imagine Jesus under the table in Da Vinci’s interpetation washing feet, or is it
easier to see the diciples lying on their left sides with their feet sticking out
behind them, allowing Jesus access?
For John to be able to lean back in the reclined seating arrangement he would
have to have been in front of Jesus to his right.
The disciple Jesus loved was sitting next to Jesus at the table.
Simon Peter motioned him to ask, “Who’s he talking about? “ So
that disciple leaned over to Jesus and asked, “Lord who is it?”
(John 13: 23 – 25) (NLT)
(The response was probably only heard by John, reclined on the chest
of Jesus)
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In order for Peter to signal John to ask Jesus he would need to get John’s
attention. Sitting across the triclinium table on the other side would make that
possible with even a gesture. Jesus answers John:
Jesus responded, “It is the one to whom I give the bread
I dip in the bowl ….. (John 13:26) (NLT)
For Jesus to be able to give Judas a
“sop” of bread, Judas would have been
in close proximity of the bowl from
which Jesus would dip the bread.

IN SUMMARY:
However you chose to imagine the setting of The
Last Supper, one factor is consistent. At FHC it is
a table of grace and all are welcome.
“Every time you eat this bread and drink this
cup, you proclaim my death until I come
again.”
by John Dugard, Deacon
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Earth Care and Advocacy
To advocate is to speak to or to speak for. Advocacy is
generally a personal choice but it can lead to group action. At
Forest Hill Church we are blessed to have members who are
very active in advocacy, both personally and in groups,
especially on social issues such as race relations, guns, and unreasonable
incarcerations.
For matters involving Earth Care, our advocacy tends to be more private and
personal. We live in a region that does not directly experience drought,
floods, lack of water, incessant air pollution, wildfires, or loss of pristine living
habitats for ourselves or for wildlife. Issues which occur elsewhere do not
move us to action here.
Nevertheless, we need to maintain diligence, for our current national
administration is bent on attacking responsible earth care on several fronts –
dismantling EPA and overturning positive regulations, opening up federal
lands for extractive industry exploitation, denying climate change effects, and
thwarting actions that the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts dictate.
Environmental NGO’s such as Natural Resources Defense Council, Earth
Justice, and Sierra Club continue to deserve our support, as they seem to be
the best group voices to oppose with legal challenges the many governmental
actions which go against protecting our Earth. Often such legal actions have
been successful.
We should also continue to contact our Congressional representatives and
implore them to support Earth Care legislation and oppose those actions
which are counter to responsible Earth Care.
If you want to dig deeper into current federal legislative actions or inaction on
any issue, Earth Care or otherwise, go to www.Congresss.gov. But a word
of warning – there are thousands of bills on many topics that have been
introduced by the current Congress.
Dave Neff, FHC Earth Care Team
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Legislative Advocacy Training
April 15 after worship
Learn how to increase your effectiveness and how to best influence
legislators for change in these methods and issues FHC has taken action on
recently.
Methods:
• Letter/email writing
• Phone calls
• Postcards
• Visit to legislators offices
Issues:
• Immigration/ DACA
• Environmental Issues: EPA — Climate Change — Clean Air —
Clean Water — Great Lakes
• Gun Safety Reform on both the Federal & State of Ohio Level
• Education : Public Education Funding/Charter Schools —
Department of Education —Proposed Bill in the Ohio House dealing
with the Governor taking over decisions that have been made by our
elected Ohio Board of Education
• Healthcare
• Proposed cuts in Medicare, Medicaid & Social Security
• Local Housing Issues
Jennifer Blakeney
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Greater Cleveland Congregations Update
Important dates and events follow. Please join us where you are
interested, particularly the assembly on April 24 where we need to
manifest our collective power.
Criminal Justice Assembly with County Prosecutor Michael O'Malley,
Administrative and Presiding Judge John Russo, and other key Cuyahoga
County criminal justice leaders. We anticipate having major
announcements on establishing new Mental Health Crisis Centers and
increasing opportunities for treatment and support in place of incarceration. It
will be an opportunity to celebrate and begin to chart the way forward towards
greater change.
Please note: this is still in the planning stages, but save the date, April
24, 7 pm. Details will follow.
Listening Training for One to One meetings
Tuesday April 10, 7pm, FHC
Lead Organizer, James Pearlstein will conduct the training.
The One-to-One relational meeting is an intentional, well-framed
conversation between two people. It is the basic building block of all relational
(or community) organizing, a potent tool for community formation and
movement building. It connects head and heart, motivation (why we act) and
strategy (how we act), and requires us to meet The Other with open ears and
hearts, sharing and receiving stories of what matters most. What does a Oneto-One Meeting help us to do?
• form relationships
• welcome people from all ends of the spectrum
• discern where the Spirit is moving
• claim our own callings
• identify our own and others’ gifts and wisdom
• discover shared history, concerns, convictions and passion
• build trust and pathways for working together and trusting each other
• identify areas for community transformation, and celebrate what each
contributes to that change
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Criminal Justice Team Meeting
Monday, March 26th, 7-8:30pm
St. John AME, 2261 E. 40th St, Cleveland
Education Team Meeting
Tuesday, April 3rd, 7-8:30 pm
Fairhill Partners Building12200 Fairhill Rd, Cleveland
Listen. Act. Win. Education Action with CMSD CEO Eric Gordon
Tuesday, May 8th, 6-7:30pm
Location TBD
Jennifer Blakeney, FHC Core Team (jablakeney.13@gmail.com)

Volunteer Opportunities!
from the Community Partnership on Aging
The CARE Program is actively recruiting volunteers to assist senior citizens
with simple assistance in and around their homes in your area! Become a
part of our team, give back to the community, and help make a difference in
the lives of local senior citizens! For more information please contact Eric
McLellan (216-970-0599 or mclellane@communitypartnershiponaging.org).
CARE is a new organization that assists local older adult homeowners with
the completion of service tasks in and around their homes in order to maintain
safety and independence within their residence. CARE offers services such
as yardwork, changing batteries and lightbulbs, kitchen cleaning, first floor
and interior window washing.
For more information, go to:
www.communitypartnershiponaging.org/the-care-program
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Library Reminder
To: Fellow Readers / Fellow FHC Library Patrons
We have a rather long list of books that have been signed out (a couple in
2011!) and not returned. If you know that you have used our library, check
the list below to see if any titles seem familiar and take a look around the
house to see if any turn up. (I suggest your nightstand, desk, bookshelf or
perhaps even under the bed or behind the couch - but you are doubtless
better housekeepers than I!) Absolute amnesty here - no fines, no public
shaming. Just bring them back and put them into the basket by the library
door. Let’s keep what is a really good collection available for all of us.
AWOL LIBRARY BOOKS
Praying in Color
Reflections on the Psalms
Meditations on the Cross
Return of the Prodigal
Awareness
Let Your Life Speak
Book of Confessions
Man’s Search for Meaning
Bird by Bird
Race Matters
New Interpreters Bible VI
The Trial of God
Find Your Way Home
Everything Belongs
Bread and Wine
Gaia and God
God and the Rhetoric of Sexuality
The Case for God
The Prophetic Imagination
Practicing our Faith
The Rational Optimist
Book of Psalms
Water From The Well

MacBeth
Lewis
Bonhoeffer
Nouwen
DeMello
Palmer
Frankel
Lamott
West
Wiesel
Stevens
Rohrer
Plough Publishing House
Ruether
Trible
Armstrong
Brueggemann
Bass
Ridley
Mitchell
Roiphe
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We Belong to the Lord
Biblical Literacy
David and Goliath
Haiti after The Quake
Start Where You Are
Jesus – Uncovering the Life,
Teachings and Relevance
Of a Religious Revolutionary
An Altar in the World

Chacour
Beal
Gladwell
Farmer
Chodron

Thank you for helping
maintain our library!

Borg
Taylor
Elspeth Peterjohn

News of Our Church Family
In Memoriam We Remember
Diona Mae Johnson Shaw, who died March 4, 2018.
Please remember these homebound members in your prayers:
Marge Drollinger, Al and Iris Gilbert, Ron Klein, Emelia McGuire, Joyce
Peters, Margie Stauffer, Elaine Tapié, Lorian Thomas, Beryl and Henrietta
Williams
Volunteer Hours in February
The office volunteers and TOWER assembly team– Nancy Grube, Ellen
McChesney, Jane and Chuck Ishler, Cathy Ghiandoni, Anne Smith, Elspeth
Peterjohn, Pat Jenkins, and Betty Clark – worked a lot of hours in February
but I don’t have a total! All of us who are here during the week greatly
appreciate the time you spend with us. Thank you all!
Hunger Sunday: April 1
Any cash or checks in envelopes marked Hunger will be used 100% for
support of hunger programs. Each month the money collected helps support
Forest Hill Church’s Abundance Pantry.
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Care Group
The Canaan CARE Group will be responsible for assisting the pastors in
meeting members’ needs during April. Please contact the church office in
case of illness, hospitalizations, births or deaths (or other family emergencies)
in any FHC family.
Members of the Canaan CARE Group are:
Rob Reynolds, Deacon leader
Cheryl Anderson
Mark Chupp & Sharon Shumaker
Lisa Chuppa
Leslie Clement
Bob & Joanne Dawson
Muriel Dean
Libby & Andy Dolan & family
Beth & Bill Forsythe & family
Carol Hopkins-Lutz
Allan & Zivile Khoury
Lisa & Jed Koops & family

Laurie & Keith Logan
Ginie Mast
Laurie & Eric Muller-Girard
John Prentice
Margaret Sentell
Franklin & Naana Soadwa
Chuck & Rosanna Sprague
Joy Stang
Don Ungemach
Todd Webster, Vikki Nowak & family
LeAnn West
Peggy Yeager

Dear Friends,
Thank you SO much for the lovely goodbye and generous gift
last month.
It has been my honor and privilege to work for Forest Hill
Church and for you all these past years.
It’s hard to leave such a wonderful place but I am looking
forward to retirement and celebrating springtime in my new
home!
Fondly,
Becky Austin
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Celebration of Science and Invention
Did you know that Forest Hill Church member
Peter Williams, who has served on Stewardship
for many years, is also an accomplished
inventor? In fact, he now has his name on 100
patents! In his honor, we, his family, are planning
a Celebration of Science and Invention over Earth
Day Weekend. We invite anyone and everyone
from the Forest Hill Church Congregation
(including visitors) to join us in the events on Saturday, April 21.
Saturday, April 21, during the day – Science and Invention in Cleveland
We encourage you to explore the history of science and invention in our
beautiful city. We will provide a list of places in greater Cleveland that are
connected in some way to Science and Invention. We have some out of town
guests coming; if you would like to join us, you are welcome to meet up at our
home at about 10:00 am.
Start at: 3495 Edison Road, Cleveland Heights, OH 44121.
Saturday, April 21, 6:00-10:00 pm – “Come as your Nerdy Self” Party
A big all-ages-included game night. These are Games for Very Nerdy People:
card games, building marble chutes, board games, etc. We encourage people
to dress as nerdy scientists & engineers for the occasion. For our generation
that means pocket protectors, glasses held together with duck tape or bandaids, and slide rules. Other generations of nerdy people have other fashions
(or lack of fashion). We will serve nerd food, such as pizza & tacos.
In Fellowship Hall, Forest Hill Church.
If you plan to come, RSVP to Ann Williams (216-470-0074 or
asw1217@gmail.com) so I can plan games & food for all!

Social Groups and Circles
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The Group (60s – 70s – 80s): Planning Dinner
It’s time for the annual potluck dinner at the Khourys’ to plan next year’s
activities. Bring an appetizer or dessert to share, as well as brochures or ideas
for events. Contact Zivile Khoury for a food assignment (440-461-8235 or
zivile@gmail.com ). If you have an idea for an event but can’t come to the
dinner, let Zivile know. We would welcome some new ideas.
April 14, Khourys’, 930 Worton Park Dr., Mayfield Vil., 6:30pm
Iris Circle (all women of the church):
Iris Circle and women of Forest Hill Church are invited to come and learn
about the Bell Tower and Carillon at Church of the Saviour, 2527 Lee Rd,
Cleveland Hts on April 17. We will meet in the Library of Church of the
Saviour. After a presentation about the carillon, any who are interested and
able may go up into the bell tower and see the carillon first hand and play this
beautiful instrument. Afterwards we will go to Nighttown for lunch. Please
contact
Cathy
Ghiandoni
(ghiandoni.c@gmail.com or 216
6911905) by Friday, April13 for lunch reservations.
April 17, the Library of the Church of the Saviour, 11:00 am
Pacesetters (60s-70s-ish): Cooking Class with Leonor Garcia
Watch for information
April 18, FHC Kitchen, time tba
Hilltoppers (retired):
Dave Neff will present a program with his photos entitled "Yellowstone Park
in Wintertime" on Friday, April 20.
April 20, FHC South Hall, 1:00 pm

Announcements! Announcements!
17

Check out the website

www.fhcpresb.org

Come and see!

Interested in FHC membership?
Come to the Exploring Membership
classes on April 15 and 22 at 9 am.

The May Cabaret is
May 6

TOWER deadlines: 7 am April 12, May
17, June 14 (for July-August issue)

The church phone number is 216-321-2660. Our website is
www.fhcpresb.org
Emails for the staff are as follows:
Rev. Lois Annich
Interim Assoc. Pastor
Financial Office
Finance
Lynda Bernays
Administration
Kate Burleigh
Children
Ann Donkin
Building mgr.
Stavros Gazis
Custodial
Shannon Headen
Youth
Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr. Pastor
Peg Weissbrod
Outreach
Anne Wilson
Music

pastorannich@fhcpresb.org
finance@fhcpresb.org
office@fhcpresb.org
kateb@fhcpresb.org
adonkin@fhcpresb.org
office@fhcpresb.org
shannon@fhcpresb.org
pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org
pegw@fhcpresb.org
annew@fhcpresb.org

Custodians’ cell phone: 216-217-5257
The Sanctuary Coordinators may be reached at sanctuary@fhcpresb.org
The CoPastor Nominating Committee may be reached at
fhccpnc@gmail.com

Sundays in April
9:00

Child care begins
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9:30
10:15
10:30
11:00
11:00
12:15
4:00
5:00

Adult education
Youth education (gr. 6-12)
Descant Choir (gr. 1-5)
Descant Choir activity
Continental Breakfast
Chancel Choir
WORSHIP
Children’s Worship class (preK, K)
Pathways to the Promise Land
April 1: Children stay in worship
Coffee & conversation
Labre Project (2nd, 4th)
Faith Leader (no class on April 29)

See below for the
Easter schedule

April 1: Easter
Classes and children’s choir will not meet
9:00 Worship: Communion (chapel)
11:00 Worship: Communion
(Sanctuary)
12:15 Coffee and Conversation
April 8
12:15 Sine Nomine Choir

Acts 10: 34-43
Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15: 1-11
John 20: 1-18

April 15
9:00 Exploring Membership class
12:15 Blood Pressure check
Advocacy training

Acts 3: 12-19
Psalm 4
1 John 3: 1-7
Luke 24: 36b-48

April 22
9:00 Exploring Membership class
10:30 Cherub Choir
12:15 Sine Nomine Choir

Acts 4: 5-12
Psalm 23
1 John 3: 16-24
John 10: 11-18

April 29
1:00 Apollo’s Fire rehearsal

Acts 8: 26-40
Psalm 22: 25-31
1 John 4: 7-12
John 15: 1-8

Acts 4: 32-35
Psalm 133
1 John 1:1 – 2:2
John 20: 19-31
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