John C. Lentz, Pastor
Discovering God’s call, celebrating the Spirit’s presence
Witnessing to Christ’s transformative power!

The Tower

October 2018

“It was a year ago”
Leonor Garcia moved into FHC on September 5. Our press conference was
held on September 12
It was a year ago (9/12/18)
when I stood on the steps of
Forest Hill Church and said:
We are here today to announce that
Forest Hill Church has welcomed
Leonor to live here, at the church, in
Sanctuary until such time when she is
able to return to her home in Akron, her
work, her community and most of all her family.
Leonor’s immigration status was in process … however, she was still going
to be deported.
Leonor came to America from Mexico as a young teenager to escape poverty
and violence and has lived and worked and raised a family in this country and
most recently in the Akron area for over 20 years. Leonor has four children,
all of whom are American citizens.
Separating a mother from her children is not what we, as people of faith do;
It is not what we, as Americans, should do either.
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Rather, giving women shelter is what we do.
Showing hospitality to those in need is what defines us.
Standing with all of God’s children everywhere is who we are.
Being the beloved community is what we will be.
In the Bible it is very clear: From Leviticus 19:34
The alien who resides with you shall be to you as a citizen among you; you
shall love the alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am
the Lord your God.
And in Matthew 25:40, Jesus says:
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members
of my family you did it to me.”
Today we stand on this holy ground asking for God’s blessing upon Leonor,
our community, our nation.
Today is a call to the faith community and all people of good will to be the
leaders in bringing just, rational and fair immigration reform in this nation SO
that immigrants are welcome, and we don’t need to build a wall - and
DREAMERS can stay and we will be a nation that lives its creed: celebrating
the gifts of African, Latino, Asian and Arab, and European: we will celebrate
Jew and Muslim, Christian, Hindu, Sheik, Buddhist, Unitarian, our Native
tribes and indigenous people and those of differing faith traditions or no faith
tradition at all.
Because we believe that we share a common humanity and all God’s children
have a place in the choir and a home in the country that we love.
Today, a year later, Leonor is still in captivity.
Today there is still no compassionate immigration reform.
Today the administration still labels all undocumented people “criminal.”
Today children are separated from their parents.
Today adults and children languish in detention centers.
Today Immigration and Custom Enforcement (ICE) agents entice and trap
workers.
God’s judgment is upon us.
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We have been humbled and disappointed.
And yet, God’s love and joy continue in the midst.
Today we celebrate a year of being blessed by Leonor, a woman of faith,
hope, courage and love. We have laughed until we cried and cried until we
have laughed. We have eaten amazing food!
Today we know and love Margaret and Eric and Luis Mario and Aden.
We have become aware of a thriving Latinex community in NE Ohio.
Today we see God’s compassion, power and love in the tens of volunteers
and hundreds of supporters, and thousands of people of faith and good will
who are standing up to injustice and pointing to a better way.
We have become smarter and more active, wise as serpents and innocent as
doves.
We can talk to reporters and plan vigils and protests.
We have made new friends across the country.
We have rediscovered the power of being connected denominationally.
Our Spanish has improved!
We still believe, as Dr. King said, that “the arc of the moral universe is long,
but it bends toward justice.” But we now know that the arc doesn’t bend
unless WE bend it!
We have deepened our faith and honed our knowledge and been burnished
in the fires of adversity and at times we are shiny!
We will never be the same. Thanks be to God who will give us the victory!
Thank you God for Leonor!
Pastor John Lentz
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Dear Forest Hill Family:
Thank you for the warm send-off you gave me on my last
Sunday at church. I was truly moved (but not surprised!) by
your loving kindness. The reception in Fellowship Hall was great fun. Many
thanks to the Deacons for the delicious and festive cakes.
Thanks also for the gift card to Edwin's and the very generous purse. We will
enjoy dining at Edwin's, one of our favorite causes and restaurants. The purse
helped me significantly with the purchase of a new laptop which I will use in
my coaching and counseling practice. When I use it I will be reminded of you,
so your love is definitely going with me.
Finally, thank you for three years of working together to serve God's people
with "energy, intelligence, imagination and love." I can't wait to see what God
will do in and through Forest Hill Church in the years to come!
With love and gratitude,
Lois

Music Notes
The choirs are off to a fine start! I’d like to congratulate the new Chancel
Choir officers: Ralph Dise, President; Peter Eloff, Vice President and Social
Chair; Carolyn Smith, Secretary; Bob Jeffreys, Treasurer; Nancy Grube,
Librarian; Pat Musick, Sergeant-at-Arms; and Carl Jenks, Poetry Corner
Coordinator.
The new Descant Choir officers are: Sarah Dillenbeck and Henry Dyck, CoPresidents; Capri Gerteis, Vice President. Our Voices in Bronze President
is Carol Gifford. Elections for the Sine Nomine Choir have not yet taken
place at this writing, so I’ll announce them next month.
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I’d like to welcome all our new choir members (as of September 13): In the
Chancel Choir, we welcome Emily Abel and John Clark. We are also thrilled
to have Jeanette Nemcek and Elizabeth Shaw back after their sabbaticals.
The Descant Choir welcomes new members Sadie Castillo-Keefe and
William Janssen. New members of the Sine Nomine Choir will be announced
next month.
On Sunday, October 7, we’ll celebrate World Communion Sunday with
global music and visual arts as we are mindful of the great world-wide
community of saints. Renowned African drummer Mama Fasi will enhance
the service music; she will also give a workshop afterwards.
I was looking forward to our third Beer-‘n-Hymns evening at the Bottlehouse,
but sadly they’ve decided not to provide us that venue for this event anymore.
But we’ll have some lively music on Sunday, October 21 when local jazz
musicians will help us “Swing” to the Lord a New Song. And then on
Sunday, October 28, Reformation Sunday, we’ll revive the Orcha-Band! If
you’d like to play your instrument that morning, kindly let me know and I will
send you the music to practice.
I would like to thank our generous donors to the Friends of Music Fund.
This fund makes it possible to put on special events like our AWE services
and concerts, and it covers the costs of guest instrumentalists and singers. If
you would like to support this fund, I and those who love the role of sacred
music in our worship experiences would be most grateful!
Soli Deo Gloria
Anne Wilson
216-870-2729

annew@fhcpresb.org
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October Theme: Esther and Women of Resistance
In October, we will be studying the book of Esther, as well as other Women
of Resistance from the Hebrew Bible and today.
Pathways (Grades 1-5)
Eric and Amy Dillenbeck will be leading Pathways in October. The class will
be taking an in-depth look at the book of Esther. Thanks to Eric and Amy for
leading this month!
Youth Education (Grades 6-12)
Mid/Senior High will begin together and then break apart for separate
discussions. In October, the youth will be comparing the book of Esther to the
book The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas. We will be exploring topics like
injustice, oppression, race, and speaking-out. The class will be led by the
youth team with support from volunteers from the Black History Team, Race
and Inclusion Committee, and PRISM. We will end this study by taking a trip
to see the film adaptation of THUG on October 21.
Youth Group Events
 October 7: Sine Nomine Choir
 October 7: Worship: House Church
o Watch for a follow-up email from David with details
 October 14: TBD (possible service project)
 October 14 and 21: Sine Nomine Choir
 October 21: Fellowship: The Hate U Give Movie Trip (after choir)
Family Events:
 Blessing of the Animals: Saturday, October 6, 5-5:30pm We will be
offering a short Blessing of the Animals in honor of St Francis on the
front steps of Forest Hill Church. All animals that are under family control
(leased, in a carrier, etc.) are welcome. Fairmount and Covenant have
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been invited to join us.
weather.

Event will be canceled in the case of poor

 Trunk or Treat at the Church of the Covenant: Friday, October 26,
6-8pm The Church of the Covenant has invited us to join their Trunk or
Treat. We will help pass out candy from the Covenant parking lot to
neighborhood kids. Church of the Covenant is located near Case
Western Reserve University and University Hospitals, at 11205 Euclid
Ave, Cleveland, OH 44106. If you would like to carpool, please meet in
the Forest Hill Church parking lot at 5:30pm.
Save the Date: Christmas Cookie Carnival:
Saturday, December 1, 5-8pm
Mark your calendars, and watch for details
Christian Ed Google Calendar
To stay up-to-date check out the CE Calendar: bit.ly/ceCalendar
Rev. David Wigger
Interim Director of Children Youth and Family Ministries

Forest Hill’s Greater Cleveland Congregations core team
invites you to explore how passion can move to action
October 21, after worship
 Come share your passions and envision how you might “create a
new thing.”
 Hear how GCC has done social justice work with highlights of
GCC successes.
 Celebrate the GCC CH Housing Team’s local action
accomplishments.
 Light lunch will be provided.
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2019 Stewardship Campaign
These are exciting times at Forest Hill Church
as we renew our vision for the future. We
encourage you to be inspired to enable us to
continue living into our mission by supporting
this year’s aspirational budget. The bulk of our
annual income comes from the financial commitment of members and friends.
It is the one source of income we truly rely on. It is the money we use to
provide food to hungry neighbors, provide Christian education for our families,
pay our staff, and maintain our buildings.
This year’s Stewardship Campaign will kick off on Sunday, October 14. The
theme is “See, I Am Doing a New Thing,” based on Isaiah 43:19. The
campaign will end on Recommitment Sunday, October 28, with the traditional
celebratory luncheon after worship.
Whether you receive your campaign materials at church on Sunday, October
7 or in the mail during the week of October 8, please read them carefully. This
year’s packet includes:
 Stewardship letter from Pastor John Lentz
 Personal note from a fellow member
 Narrative Budget that tells the story of how your gifts transformed lives
in the past year, our aspirations for the coming year and long-range
plans
 Confirmation of Pledge/Gift card to be completed and returned to the
church.
We encourage you to pray and then act as you feel guided whether it is to
increase your current pledge or to pledge for the first time. We are all called
to commit to continuing God’s work as we build the Beloved Community.
Thank you.
The Ministry of Stewardship
Elders Melanie Alban, Leslie Pendleton, Mark Gerteis
Leaders Dave Burleigh, Bill Ladebue, Peter Williams
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Take Me Out to the Ball Game
Deacon’s Desk

I wonder how many of our children can sing this
song – or how many of our adults can. Take a
moment and stop reading, and see if you can get
all the way to “One – Two – Three strikes you’re
OUT, at the old ball game.” I love singing this song;
it takes me back to my childhood and the joy of baseball. On Friday, August
26, 1960, lower box 1212 seat 2 only cost $2.00. It doesn’t take much effort
to imagine the taste of a “ballpark frank with stadium mustard” either.
Yummmmm… Childhood memories are forever. Today a hot dog cost
between $5 and $6 (and tickets are a lot more!) but then….everything must
change.
As an avid Cleveland Indians fan, I grew up loving “Chief Wahoo.” I wish I
had a dollar for every cap, tee-shirt, pennant, and miscellaneous object I
owned with his broad happy smile. I never realized that Chief Wahoo would
be to the Native Americans what Black Sambo is to African Americans. When
this awareness became a reality, my naive acceptance for the logo began to
erode. Erosion is a slow process; change of heart and mind often comes
slowly as well.
In early September when the Indians played the Toronto Blue Jays, Chief
Wahoo was absent from all team uniforms and caps. MLB had said the
decision to scrap the logo came from the league's commitment to "building a
culture of diversity and inclusion throughout the game."
Chief Wahoo returned to the Indians' uniforms the following week at Tampa
Bay and will remain for the rest of the 2018 season. The logo was only
removed in response to Toronto’s request and out of respect. However, the
Indians and MLB announced plans last January to remove the logo from their
uniforms completely beginning in 2019.
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Major League Baseball’s mission of “building a culture of diversity and
inclusion throughout” compares to the mission statement of Forest Hill
Church. The operative word here is “building.”
Change does not usually come overnight. It is a process and it is painful
sometimes, but necessary for growth.
Recently, the Deacons, under the direction of Pastor Lentz, had to make a
decision that we knew would disappoint many. We had to scrap the “Rocket
Car” scheduled for our annual Fall Fellowship celebration because we
learned that the music that plays during the ride includes the song “Dixie,”
and would most likely be offensive to some folks, regardless of the color of
their skin. This familiar tune, which most of us (including African Americans)
grew up with, took on a different light when the lyrics were studied. (Google:
lyrics to Dixie). This song today has become the anthem for institutions that
long for the “Old times that are not forgotten…in the land of cotton.” However,
at FHC we attempt to denounce representations that are contrary to our
mission of building a culture of diversity and inclusion. After all, “We are doing
a new thing.”
We knew this decision would disappoint some, especially our beautiful FHC
children – those we have committed to cherish, love, and teach. The decision
to cancel the “Rocket Car” became a no- brainer when the question “What
shall we teach our children?” was considered alongside the idea of “building
a culture of diversity and inclusion throughout.” Once again, “We are doing a
new thing” here at FHC.
John Dugard, Deacon
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The Unexpected Guest Dinner Party
Saturday, October 27, 2018
6:30 pm
Mark your calendar now and make plans to be a guest or a host at this year’s
Unexpected Guest event. Guests show up and bring their beverage of
choice. Hosts plan and present a meal for 8 to 10
people. No one knows their dinner partners until
they arrive!
Children are welcome this year as we’ll have some
dinner groups planned around families with children
of similar ages. No need to get a babysitter – bring
the whole family!
To sign up for this year’s party, use the link in the
weekly email or contact Cindy Fink (216-571-7060). To offer to host, contact
Cindy directly by phone or email (finkcindy@gmail.com).

News of Our Church Family
New Contact Information
Megan and Jamie Allen
2332 Ashurst, University Hts OH 44118
Nancy Grube
23600 Village Lane #306, Beachwood, OH 44122
Phuong Huynh
7162 Mojave St, Dublin OH 43017
Josh and Pam Webster (Cassie, Gavin, Colin)
22975 Fairmount Blvd., Shaker Hts. OH 44118
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Care Group
The Nazareth CARE Group will be responsible for assisting the pastors in
meeting members’ needs during October. Please contact the church office
in case of illness, hospitalizations, births or deaths (or other family
emergencies) in any FHC family.
Members of the Nazareth CARE Group are:
Chris Bell, Deacon leader
Laura Minder
Melanie Alban
Sandy Moran
Doris Bartlett
Dave & Allie Neff
Chris & Dave Bell
Cindy & Jon William Newton
Deborah Chapman & Lyn Hale
Dora Owusu
Ron & Patty Console
Elspeth & Richard Peterjohn
Jim & Terry Daedelow
Scott Peters, Jeannine Gury & family
Beth Garrett
Lois Reilly
Jennifer & Barry Hartz & family
Eric Rich & family
Kathryn Himmelsteib
Jim Roosa & family
Audrey & Bob Kellermeyer
Peggy Sasso
Jane & Cliff Kowall
Kevin & Laura Stauffer & family
Wafa Kuri
Megan & Peter Tzefronis & family
Barb & Kermit Lind
Matt & Sarah Winters & family
Suzanne Marcy
Please remember these homebound members in your prayers:
Marge Drollinger, Al and Iris Gilbert, Florence and Ron Klein, Emelia
McGuire, Joyce Peters, Margie Stauffer, Elaine Tapié, Lorian Thomas, Beryl
and Henrietta Williams
Ushers Robyn Hales and Debbie Erwin are the new head ushers. Please
contact the church office if you want to join one of their usher teams.
Volunteer Hours in August
The office volunteers and TOWER assembly team– Nancy Grube, Ellen
McChesney, Jane and Chuck Ishler, Cathy Ghiandoni, Anne Smith, Elspeth
Peterjohn, Pat Jenkins, and Betty Clark –worked a total of 74½ hours in
August. Thank you all!
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Social Groups and Circles
The Group (60s – 70s – 80s) Save the Date
We will attend the Heights High production of Mary Poppins on November
4, followed by dinner in the Cedar-Lee area. Watch for more information!
Hilltoppers (retired) and Iris Circle (all women of the church):
We will tour Old Stone Church on Public Square on Tuesday, October 16 at
11:00 am. Please meet in the Forest Hill Church parking lot at 9:45 am; we
will leave promptly at 10:00 am. The tour is all on one floor with easy seating
in the sanctuary.
 Drivers are still needed to take 3-4 passengers, drop them off in front of
the church, and then park either in a public lot near the church (if space
is available) or around the square in the Renaissance Hotel parking
garage. Passengers will split the parking fees. Maps will be provided for
the drivers.
 After the tour, drivers will pick up their passengers for lunch in the Flats,
then return to Forest Hill Church.
 Reservations are a must! Contact Nancy Burcham (216-233-8864
or burcham@roadrunner.com) .
October 16, tour of Old Stone Church, 9:45 at FHC

To my friends and colleagues at FHC…
My time at Forest Hill has been interesting, enriching, and
gratifying. Every week (and there are over 1000 of them) I
have been challenged, surprised, satisfied, thankful, and yes,
even a bit frustrated by my work as your office administrator.
By the time I leave at the end of December I will have worked
here just over 21years. My husband and I were married
here, my children always felt comfortable here, and I have
always been grateful for the opportunity to be part of the
Forest Hill Church family.
Lynda Bernays
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Why I think racial inclusion at FHC is worth my effort…
Jesus ate with the fishermen, healed the outcast, lifted up the lowly widow,
children and downtrodden. He said that those who are first will be last, and
the last shall be first. He invited them to the feast but the powerful refused to
come, so he kept them out and the poor and crippled came in.
My faith tells me to go outside of my comfort zone to include all God's people.
Through the efforts of our Racial Inclusion Committee, I have come to new
levels of understanding of the level of outcast and oppression by the powerful
that my sisters and brothers of color face.
At the first dinner exploration, years ago, I found I could identify with the pain
of exclusion felt by the African American members of the group. After reading
More Than Equals: Racial Healing for the Sake of the Gospel (by Chris
Rice and Spencer Perkins), I learned of the subtle ways good-hearted white
leaders in a mixed race church unconsciously overpowered and silenced their
black peers. Through visits to the African American history museums of
Detroit and the Smithsonian, and presentations at church, I became
overwhelmed with the vicious and intentional persecution and exploitation of
African Americans. As a member of the first PRISM cohort, the depth of
internalized racism that I, unknowingly, hold, shocked me out of thinking it
was enough for me to be a good, compassionate white person who tried to
be welcoming to everyone. We discovered the systemic racism in the
country's laws and institutions that keep all members of our society from
achieving the constitutionally sanctioned right to liberty, justice and the pursuit
of happiness. Waking Up White: And Finding Myself in the Story of Race
(by Debby Irving) was another book that opened my eyes to the hidden ways
I, and people who look like me, have more opportunities and implicit rights
and privileges than my friends of color.
So, why is FHC the place to do this? In our very midst, a dear son of the
congregation, soliciting money for his suburban football team, was intimidated
by a police officer who drew his gun. Why did this happen? Because a
neighbor child saw a black youth and thought he was trying to break into
houses with a gun – and the police officer believed the racist report.
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Not soon after this, Trayvon Martin was shot and killed in Florida by a man
who made the same assumption. This experience was so close to home that
Forest Hill Church opened the dialogue to how we see and relate to our
members of color. This exploration allows us to bring Christ's teachings to all
our members, our community and to be an example to the world that true
shared leadership and feasting at the banquet of communion and fellowship
enriches our lives and brings us closer to the Kingdom of God on earth.
I don't want to miss out on the feast that God has laid out for all of us. I want
to step into the banquet with all my brothers and sisters in God. I am willing
to get out of my comfort zone, make mistakes that are lovingly addressed,
and open myself to a fuller experience of life through the eyes of friends of
color. I am certain Jesus asks this of us when He said “follow me.” I hope you
will join me in trying our best to live into this invitation/commandment.
In Christ,
Jennifer Blakeney

The Session has called a Congregational Meeting for
after the worship service on Sunday, September 30.
The CPNC’s candidate for the Co-Pastor position will
preach during the morning worship service. After the
service we will hold our congregational meeting to
vote to receive her as our Co-Pastor and to accept
her Terms of Call.
All active members are encouraged to attend; nonmembers are welcome but will not vote.
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Sundays in October
9:15
9:30
10:10
10:30
11:00
12:15
2:00

Childcare begins
Adult education
Descant Choir (gr. 1-5)
Youth education (gr. 6-12)
Pathways (gr. 1-5)
Continental Breakfast
Chancel Choir
WORSHIP
Children’s Worship class (preK, K)
Coffee & conversation
Cleveland Messiah Chorus rehearsal

October 7: World Communion
Peace & Global Witness Offering
11:00 Worship: Communion
12:15 Black History Program:
Mama Fasi, “The Drum Woman”
4:00 Eagle Scout Court of Honor
4:30 Youth: House Church
October 14
10:30 Cherub Choir rehearsal
12:00 Sine Nomine Choir
1:00 PRISM
October 21
12:00 Sine Nomine Choir
Blood Pressure check
GCC Meet & Greet
12:30 Youth to movie: The Hate U Give
3:00 The Group: Concert & dinner
4:00 Reconnecting with God’s Creation class
October 28: Reformation Sunday
12:00 Cornucopia Lunch
4:00 Youth: Pizza and Pumpkins
(at Fairmount PC)

Job 1:1; 2:1-10
Psalm 26
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
Mark 10: 17-31

Job 23:1-9, 16-17
Psalm 22: 1-15
Hebrews 4: 12-16
Mark 10: 17-31
Job 38: 1-7
Psalm 104:1-9, 35c
Hebrews 5: 1-10
Mark 10: 35-45

Job 42:1-6, 10-17
Psalm 34: 1-8
Hebrews 7: 23-28
Mark 10: 46-52
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Announcements! Announcements!
Blessing of the Animals
October 6

Cornucopia Lunch
October 28

TOWER deadlines: 7 am on Nov 15,
Dec 13, Jan 17 2019, Feb 14

The church phone number is 216-321-2660. Our website is
www.fhcpresb.org
Emails for the staff are as follows:
Delilah Dervic
finance@fhcpresb.org
Finance
Lynda Bernays
office@fhcpresb.org
Administration
Ann Donkin
adonkin@fhcpresb.org
Building mgr.
Stavros Gazis
office@fhcpresb.org
Custodial
Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr. Pastor
pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org
Peg Weissbrod
pegw@fhcpresb.org
Outreach
Rev. David Wigger Family, Youth and Children CE@fhcpresb.org
Anne Wilson
annew@fhcpresb.org
Music
Custodians’ cell phone: 216-217-5257
Additional email addresses:
The Sanctuary Coordinators: sanctuary@fhcpresb.org
The CoPastor Nominating Committee: fhccpnc@gmail.com
The Long Range Planning team:
LongRangePlanning@fhcpresb.org
Black Caucus: blackcaucus@fhcpresb.org
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The offering
will be
collected on
October 7
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