R. Goines, John C. Lentz, Co-Pastors
Discovering God’s call, celebrating the Spirit’s presence
Witnessing to Christ’s transformative power!

The Tower

February 2019

Stepping into the Light
In Matthew 5:14-16, Jesus says to his disciples:
“You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead, they put it on its stand,
and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light
shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven.”
As in the Creation Story in Genesis One, Jesus uses performative
language, co-instantaneous word and action, saying, “You are the light
of the world…” This is to say that by his very pronouncement, Jesus makes
manifest a new creation, a new humanity, endowed with illuminating power.
Jesus declares to his followers then and now, “You already are the light of
the world… You already illumine, reveal, and give insight.
This assurance is necessary as we seek to mitigate disparities that have
historically been embedded in the structures and liturgy of the church. In
making the decision to transition to a Co-Pastor model, Forest Hill Church
has committed to being light and to redressing historic systemic inequities in
church practices, particularly relating to race and gender. Now three weeks
into our goal of living into the performative/already words of Jesus, it is
empowering to know we already are endowed with power to be light, to
illumine, reveal, and give insight.
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At the same time, it is important to be aware that the pull of homeostasis,
the tendency to revert to what is known/familiar is incredibly strong.
Therefore, how we live out our aspirational goal and calling will determine
the efficacy of our witness beyond Forest Hill Church. Thomas Merton’s
words are instructive for us: “[ As] we will learn to take the risks implied by
faith, [we] make the choices that deliver us from our routine self and open to
us the door of a new being, a new reality.“ Hence, we will faithfully live
together as Christ’s beloved community.
On a personal note, thank you all for your prayers and thoughtful
correspondence during my transition, and also for your very warm and
loving welcome to the Greater Cleveland Area, and to Forest Hill Church, in
particular. I am incredibly blessed to be part of this congregation and
community, and to share the pastoral leadership with the Rev. Dr John C.
Lentz.
Ultimately, the work does not and will not rest with the Co-Pastors, but with
our collective, God-given light and dedication to prayer-steeped
discernment, Word and action.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Veronica R. Goines, Co-Pastor
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Dear Friends,
We move into February and Black History Month.
The
Black History Committee has outstanding programs
prepared. There is a field trip to the Cleveland Museum of Art on Sunday,
Feb. 2 to view the paintings and sculpture created by African-American
artists. Caleb Wright will be singing the protest music of Stevie Wonder.
Many of us will be supporting Black-owned restaurants. Finally, there will
be an art show for us to celebrate (and buy) the paintings of local artists.
Black History is American History. “Lift EVERY Voice and Sing!”
Of course, the naming of February as Black History Month is arbitrary. But
it is so very faithful and important to learn and celebrate and yes, tell the
stories, and claim the expressions, suffering and hope of all the citizens of
this country. For too long the story of African-Americans in this country has
been suppressed or stereotyped. Sometimes the new revelations of voices
long unheeded make some of us feel uncomfortable. However, all are
liberated by telling truth and sharing the deep experiences. Restoration
comes only after repentance – getting a new mind for a new age.
As a white European by heritage AND as a lover of history and culture, this
is one of my favorite months of the year! I have missed so much of the
richness of the FULLNESS of history. I yearn to be part of a beloved
community were all God’s children are welcomed for who they are.
I look forward to the day that we no longer need a Black History Month
because we will be celebrating and incorporating and sharing and praising
and learning twelve months of the year. But until that day comes, LOVE
February!
God bless you all!
Pastor John Lentz, Co-Pastor
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February is Black History Month, and Forest
Hill celebrates that with gusto! Our services
will be enhanced with spirituals, gospel
songs and global music. Special soloists
will share songs with us during morning
worship. On February 10th Caleb Wright and
his esteemed grandmother Mother Willie
Mae Wright will sing with us. At 7 pm, there is an evening concert featuring
the music of Stevie Wonder. This concert will feature many guest musicians
from the Tri-C jazz program and the Cleveland metropolitan area – it should
be fun!
On March 2nd Chanae Curtis, an opera singer who honed her music skills in
the Chancel Choir, will present a concert in the sanctuary. Chanae now
sings in great opera houses around the world. You can find out more and
listen to her amazing voice on her website:
http://www.chanaecurtis.com/
We have several new members in our Chancel Choir. A hearty welcome to
new sopranos Sidney Ball, Cynthia Lehman, Chip Vandall, Olivia Sormaz,
and Virginia Weiss; new alto Charlotte Piszel and new basses Rowan
Trammell and Bill Fay. We also welcome new bell ringer Bill Irvine. What a
jolly bunch these new singers are!
Soli Deo Gloria
Anne Wilson
216-321-2660 (church)
216-870-2729 (cell)
annew@fhcpresb.org
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INTRODUCING THE FRESHMAN CLASS
OF THE 2019 DEACONS

Christ-Like Attention
Reaching everyone with Empathy
As a 3rd year departing Deacon I have been awarded the opportunity and
privilege of interviewing and sharing a little information about the new 2019
Deacons. The Deacons are excited to announce that all 5 positions were
filled almost as soon as the opportunities became available, which is a true
testament to the efforts of the Nominating Committee as well as the
excitement brewing within FHC with the opportunity of becoming a Deacon.
(F.Y.I. there will be a couple positions available in the 2020 class. If
interested, speak to a member of the Nominating Committee or just mention
it to your Deacon).
Laura Minder
Laura is a Senior Manager at Ernst & Young and has been a member of
FHC for 18 years. She stated that she is so excited to be joining the ministry
of Deacons. Laura first joined Forest Hill in 2001 and was a member of the
youth group and Sine Nomine Choir. She currently loves singing in the
Chancel Choir and continues to help with the Sine Nomine Choir. Laura
lives in her hometown of Wickliffe, Ohio, with Emmy, her Maine Coon cat.
Maine Coon cats are some of the largest domesticated cats and can grow to
over 3 feet long, nose to tail. Emmy takes up a lot of Laura’s spare time.
Laura is a dedicated Disney fan and enjoys spending time with family.
Tish Van Beers-Klein
Tish has been a member of FHC for 22 years and was first ordained
Deacon in 2000. Accepting a second term as a Deacon was based on the
fulfilling experience from 18 years ago. There is something about a
Deacon’s heart, she states, that never stops beating. “Once a Deacon,
always Deacon”. Tish is married to Brian Klein and they have two
daughters, Emily and Jessica, who are both college students. To help
defray the expense of having 2 children in college at the same time, Tish
works 2 part time jobs. Tish is also a member of the FHC Voices in Bronze
Bell Choir and when not reading a good book, she enjoys camping,
backpacking and loves being outdoors.
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Sue McCauley
Sue has been a member of FHC for only one year and quickly was drawn to
the ministry of Deacons.
Sue taught herself to crochet, because she
wanted to make prayer shawls and give them away. This is one of the
activities supported in the ministry of Deacons and her skills will be utilized.
After fulfilling the required training, Sue volunteered for C.A.S.A. (Court
Appointed Special Advocates), a national association in the United States
that supports and promotes advocacy for abused or neglected children in
order to provide children with a safe and healthy environment in permanent
homes. She was the voice for children in Geauga County and is also
certified in the Hillcrest area. She also belongs to her neighborhood watch
organization. Sue lives with her daughter Kerri and they do everything
together. She has 2 cats, Boo and Cassie and 2 dogs, Candy and Shelby.
Elaine Turley
Elaine is a Co-founder and the Executive Director of Transplant House of
Cleveland, which is a nonprofit organization that provides housing and a
healing community for organ transplant patients and their caregivers. She is
the mother of 3 sons, two of whom are married and one who will be, later
this year. They all brought her a great joy in 2018 by moving back to
Cleveland Heights from Atlanta, Georgia, Charleston, SC, and Columbus,
Ohio. One of her greatest joys is her one-year-old grandson, Desmond,
who occasionally comes to church with her and has reintroduced her to
playing; something she states was so much needed in her life.
Bader Boland
Bader (pronounced Better) is a programmer and has been with
Progressive Insurance for close to four years. Prior to Progressive, he was
with Cleveland Clinic for almost five years. He is married to Angela and
they live in the Cedar Lee area of Cleveland Heights with their pet rabbit,
Peppercorn, a Jersey Wholly Rabbit that is also known as the “no kick
bunny” because of their gentle disposition. Peppercorn is the official mascot
of the Jordan CARE Group and has his own advice column in the Jordan
Newsletter. Bader enjoys hiking, going to movies, spending time with
friends, and yoga. He is a certified yoga instructor with a passion for music
and technology.
John Dugard, Deacon 2016-2018
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Wildlife and Wild Places
Recently in the Sunday Plain Dealer, there was an article
about the Akagera National Park in Rwanda. This wildlife
conservation area is not only supported financially but is also
actively managed by an NGO named African Parks. This
organization, which is privately funded by donors, provides
governance for many park areas in the lesser-known wild
areas in smaller African countries, which cannot afford the necessary
tourism development infrastructure, education and positive interaction with
local human populations, and policing against poaching without outside
help.
African Parks Foundation of America (APFA) is a registered 501 (c)(3) tax
exempt nonprofit organization, working to promote and advance African
Parks’ mission in the United States. APFA develops and oversees
fundraising from individuals, foundations, corporations, and government
agencies to support African Parks’ work to save wildlife and wild places
across Africa. You may google them for further information.
In the United States, several 501 501(c)(3) NGO’s fulfill a similar function to
advocate and protect God’s creatures in our own wild places. Organizations
such as Natural Resource Defense Council (NRDC), Earth Justice, and
Center for Biological Diversity, National Wildlife Foundation, and National
Parks and Conservation Association (NPCA) are actively involved in
protection of our own natural world heritage.
“O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures” Psalm 104.24
In today’s complex world, wildlife habitat, environment, climate change, and
human needs all impact how the natural world and its creatures live. It is our
responsibility as stewards of God’s creation to govern these wild things and
wild places wisely.
Dave Neff
Earth Care Leader
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February is Black History Month!
Save the Dates and watch for more information!
Black History Month, February 2019
“They’ll see how beautiful I am” (Langston Hughes)
A celebration of African American Art
Fri. 2/1 through Eat at a Black-owned Restaurant Weekend:
Sun. 2/3
Our online list will be updated before Black History Month.
We encourage all members of our church community to
eat or buy takeout from a Black-owned restaurant any
time this weekend.
Sunday,
12:30 PM-Tour of African American Art at the
February 3
Cleveland Museum of Art.
Following Sunday service, we will offer a light lunch and
carpool as a group to meet a docent at the museum for a
tour.
Sunday,
5:30 PM-Soul Food Pot Luck, featuring food as Art:
February 10
Recipes from Black Chefs
7:00 PM- Concert: An Evening of Wonder, featuring the
music of Stevie Wonder
Sunday,
12:30 PM-An overview of African American Art
February 17
Sandra Noble, Lecturer in Art History at CWRU and quilt
artist
Sunday,
12:30 PM to 5:00 PM-Art Show of local contemporary
February 24
Black artists organized by Gina Washington, local artist,
photographer, and educator.
Watch for details on all the above events!
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News of Our Church Family
Births
Emmett Joseph Stock, son of Ahren and Charity Stock, was born January
14, 2019.
Care Group
The Calvary CARE Group will be responsible for assisting the pastors in
meeting members’ needs during February. Please contact the church office
in case of illness, hospitalizations, births or deaths (or other family
emergencies) in any FHC family.
Members of the Calvary CARE Group are:
Calvary CARE Group
Marie Bourgeois
Nancy Burcham
R. Bruce & Beverly Cameron
Paul Cary & Sue Yelanjian
Jordan Dail
Susan Dunlap
Alex Heston &
Elizabeth Endicott-Heston
William Finn & Rachel Martinez-Finn
Timothy & Carol Gifford
Ajah Hales
Robyn Hales
Judy Hammer
Barbara Hansen
Christine Henry
Jenny & Caty Himmelman
Anne & David Hunter

Mary Hosier, Deacon Leader
Paolo Iannarelli & Maria Rajki
Paul Jennings
Ronald & Florence Klein
William & Sandy Ladebue
Fred & Joann Lafferty
Patricia Ludwig
Emelia McGuire
Edith Miah
Jeremy Ryman & Diane Moyer & family
Sampson Tedunjaiye & Victoria Sampson
Margie Stauffer
Regina Stemley
Lee & Cathi Thomas
Beryl & Henrietta Williams
Caleb Wright
Bob & Ginny Young

Please remember these homebound members in your prayers:
Marge Drollinger, Al and Iris Gilbert, Carol Himmelsteib, Ron Klein, Emelia
McGuire, Judy Sieck, Margie Stauffer, Elaine Tapié, Lorian Thomas, Beryl
and Henrietta Williams
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Volunteer Hours in December
The office volunteers and TOWER assembly team– Nancy Grube, Ellen
McChesney, Jane and Chuck Ishler, Cathy Ghiandoni, Anne Smith, Elspeth
Peterjohn, Pat Jenkins, and Betty Clark –worked a total of 59¾ hours in
December. Thank you all!
An Update from the Worship Ministry: Lay Readers
Most of you have observed that each Sunday a different lay person leads
the Call to Worship and reads the scripture lessons. You may wonder, why
is that person there? Can I serve as a Lay Reader too?
All are welcome to join the Lay Reader roster. Contact me (see below)
whether you have been a Lay Reader and wish to continue or would like to
try it for the first time. We can arrange to answer your questions and go
over the readings with you until you feel comfortable reading in front of the
congregation.
Office Administrator Antoinette Richardson will send the reading assignment
for the upcoming Sunday, along with tips for a positive reading experience
Contact me by email (martin3386@ameritech.net) or phone (216-280-4049)
to let me know of your interest, or with any questions.
Linda Martin, Elder, Ministry of Worship
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Social Groups and Circles
The Group (60s – 70s – 80s): Party time!
The Group will gather to celebrate the Super Bowl Game on February 3,
starting at 6:00 pm at the home of Hal and Pat Musick, 369 W. Glen Eagle
Dr. Highland Heights, 44143.
We know the Browns are not in the Super Bowl (again) but we cheer
anyway, watch the amazing commercials, just visit and have a good time.
Come for the fellowship. Bring an appetizer or a dessert and BYOB. Main
dish will be provided.
RSVP to Hal or Pat at 440-442-3592 or halmusick@att.net, or Cathy
Ghiandoni at ghiandoni.c@gmail.com. Of course, we will have squares for
purchase (50cents) with prizes for winning numbers. Good Luck!
February 3, Musicks’, 6 pm
Pacesetters (40s – 60s+): Planning Party
When: Saturday, February 2nd at 7 pm
Where: 1969 Bromton Drive Lyndhurst
Bring along your ideas of activities you would like to join in with
the Pacesetters in the coming months and an appetizer, salad or dessert to
share. BYOB alcoholic beverages. Soft drinks and juices will be provided.
No RSVP necessary! In keeping with FHC challenging everyone to DO A
NEW THING this year, we encourage long time Pacesetters to greet a new
member or visitor and bring them along with you on February 2nd. AND new
members or visitors to Forest Hill to take a chance and Come and See what
the fellowship of this group looks like! You won't be disappointed!
Questions or directions, call Sue 440-669-4885 or Scott @ 440-4292937 or email swlaff@sbcglobal.net.
February 2, Laffertys’, 7 pm
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Iris Circle (all women of the church): Book Review
The Women of FHC will have a Book Review on Tuesday, February 19,
2019 at 1:00 pm in Bodwell Hall.
Have you read a good book lately? Would you like to share your good read
with other women? We will briefly talk about our book and then compile a
list of recommended reads. We will also discuss our gift giving for 2018.
All women are welcome.
February 19, Bodwell Hall, 1:00 pm.

Dear People of Forest Hill Church,
One last time I am writing a TOWER note, this time to express
my appreciation to you for your kind and generous send-off on
January 13. Thank you for the recognition, the gift, and the
kind words (although I was waiting for someone to mention
my shadow side). It has been a privilege to work with you,
and I really meant it when I said this has been a wonderful
place to spend so much of my time for the last 21+ years.
Thank you, so very much, for everything you have given me.
Antoinette Richardson, the new office administrator, is well on
her way to taking over. She is competent and efficient, and I
have great faith in her ability to step up to whatever comes her
way. She will breathe new life into many things! Peg
Weissbrod will be supporting her when she needs advice or
direction, and building manager Ann Donkin will be
responsible for some of the scheduling I have been doing.
Lynda Bernays
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9:15
9:30
10:10
10:30
11:00
12:15

Sundays in February: Black History Month
Child care begins
Adult education
Descant Choir (gr. 1-5)
Youth education (gr. 6-12) and Confirmation (Feb. 3, 17)
Pathways (gr. 1-5)
Continental Breakfast
Chancel Choir
WORSHIP
Children’s Worship class (pre-K, K)
Coffee & conversation
Black History Programs every week

February 3
11:00 WORSHIP: Ordination and
Installation of Officers
12:15 Lunch and tour of CMA
exhibit of Black Artists
(reservations required)
6:00 The Group: Super Bowl party
February 10
9:30 Children, Youth & Families
planning meeting
11:00 WORSHIP: Baptism
12:00 Meet & Greet
5:30 Soul Food Potluck
7:00 Concert: An Evening of Wonder
February 17
12:15 Blood Pressure check
Speaker: Overview of
African American Art
February 24
10:30 Cherub Choir
11:00 WORSHIP: Baptism
12:00 Art Show

Jeremiah 1: 4-10
Psalm 71: 1-6
1 Corinthians 13: 1-13
Luke 4: 21-30

Isaiah 6: 1-8
Psalm 138
1 Corinthians 15: 1-11
Luke 5: 1-11

Jeremiah 17: 5-10
Psalm 1
1 Corinthians 15: 12-20
Luke 6: 17-26
Genesis 45: 3-11
Psalm 37: 1-11, 39-401
Corinthians 15: 35-38, 42-50
Luke 6: 27-38
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Announcements! Announcements!
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,
March 6.
Watch for information about Lenten
themes, programs and activities.
Interested in the “Reconnecting with
God’s Creation” class? Contact
Kemp Jaycox, 216-785-5375
kempjaycox@yahoo.com or
Steve Sedam, 614-783-4467
goldens101@aol.com

Easter is April 21

TOWER deadlines:
7 am on Feb. 14,
March 14, April 11

The church phone number is 216-321-2660. Our website is
www.fhcpresb.org
Emails for the staff are as follows:
Delilah Dervic
Finance
Ann Donkin
Building mgr.
Stavros Gazis
Custodial
Rev. Dr. Veronica Goines Co-Pastor
Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr.
Co-Pastor
Admin. &
Antoinette Richardson

Communications

finance@fhcpresb.org
adonkin@fhcpresb.org
office@fhcpresb.org
pastorgoines@fhcpresb.org
pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org
office@fhcpresb.org

Peg Weissbrod
Database
pegw@fhcpresb.org
Rev. David Wigger Family, Youth and Children CE@fhcpresb.org
Anne Wilson
Music
annew@fhcpresb.org
Custodians’ cell phone: 216-217-5257
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