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FOREST HILL CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN

November, 2022

THE

TOWER
Through Our Pastor’s Lens

─Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr.
 I am writing to encourage 
one and all to come back to 
church in person. Certainly, 
wear a mask if that makes 
you more comfortable. The 
numbers of Covid cases are 
declining.  Please get all your 
vaccines and your booster 
AND your flu shot!  
 While the numbers of 

people in the pews are increasing (slowly), it still looks 
like we are hardly half of a usual (pre-covid) in-person 
congregation. Now, I realize, affirm and celebrate the 
number of people who are worshiping via our Live 
Stream connection. The all-volunteer Stream Team 
does a marvelous job of bringing our worship into your 
homes. I know that there are many who tune in from all 
over the country and, indeed, the world. We have people 
from India and Nicaragua, California, Oklahoma and 
Virginia who tune in every Sunday. In fact, Satyaam our 
active member from India, has never been to the United 
States. Our “streamed” services are allowing active 
members who have moved away, folks who no longer 
drive, and those who are bed-ridden, to be a part of the 
community. This reality is one of the better outcomes of 
Covid.  
 I don’t want to simply go back to the status quo 
ante – the way it was before. However, I would love to 
see those who have to tune in via Live Stream see a fuller 
house. I have to admit that it is more empowering to 
preach when there are people in the pews.  I know that a 
“critical mass” of people creates an energy that expands 
the spirit. Families who are visiting the church are more 
apt to come back if there are more people present.  
 This Christmas Eve we are returning to two 
services: one at 5:00pm which will be for all ages, and 
one at 11:00pm which is, of course, open to all but most 
years there are as many visitors from the community 

and young people returning 
from college as there are active 
members of the congregation.  I 
would love to see the sanctuary 
packed again.  
 We will be having inter-
generational fellowship 
gatherings throughout the 
fall and winter, along with 
an Advent service of “Lessons and Carols” and a 
Christmas caroling party. 
 Amy Wheatley (our Director of Christian 
Education), Ying Tan (Director of Music) and I are 
trying our best to create programs that welcome, 
delight, and inspire. Our adult education classes 
continue to produce excellent content and variety.  
 Return and see what we are up to. There is a 
place for you in the pew AND on Live Stream. But 
there is something powerful about when we are 
sitting next to each other in person. 
 God bless you!  See you soon! 

─John

Set Your Clocks Back Nov. 6
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 Spend a morning in the FHC kitchen as we roll, cut, 
bake, and wrap hundreds of pieces of gingerbread 
in preparation for the Gingerbread House Event on 
December 4. Christmas music, friendly conversation, 
and the smell of warm gingerbread in the oven will 
put us in a holiday mood as we work. Volunteers are 
also needed to mix batches of gingerbread dough 
prior to baking day. 

Many volunteers are needed.
Gather some church friends
(and meet some new ones!)

Sign up here to help: 
https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/e2d455

Questions? Contact Amy Wheatley, ce@fhcpresb.org.

Saturday, November 12th, 9am–12pm
FHC Kitchen

Gingerbread Bakers Needed!

     On Sunday, Nov. 6, FHC 
honors All Saints Day. If 
you have lost a loved one 

you would like to acknowledge, please send a photo and a 
three-sentence bio, including the relation of that person to 
you, to the church office no later than Tuesday, November 1.

All Saints Day
Names Needed
 by November 1

 Get into the Christmas spirit as you build and decorate 
your very own gingerbread house. We’ll provide everything 
you need – gingerbread, frosting, and all kinds of candy - to 
create a one-of-a-kind masterpiece to take home at the end 
of the evening. 
 All ages are welcome ─ adults, children, teens, 
grandchildren. Come with your family, bring a friend, or 
attend with your FHC Ministry/Committee, your Racial 
Equity buddy, or friends from Choir!
 This event will benefit Family Promise of Greater 
Cleveland, an organization that provides programs and 
services to local families facing homelessness. Family 
Promise provides families with a safe place designed to 
engage, inspire, and guide them toward a future where they 
feel empowered to control the course of their lives.  
 Cost: $10 for each house. Pre-payment by 11/20 
is required so that we may accurately plan for the 
purchase of supplies.  Unable to attend in person? You can 
still donate to this project and support Family Promise of 
Greater Cleveland.
 Houses are limited, so please sign up and purchase 
your house soon or donate at:

https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/e62e92
This event is sponsored by the Family, Youth and 

Children’s Ministry.
Questions? Contact Amy Wheatley at ce@fhcpresb.org.

Save the Date!

Gingerbread House Event 
to benefit

Family Promise of Greater Cleveland
Sunday, December 4, 6pm-8pm

FHC Fellowship Hall

     It’s not too late to register for adult education 
courses. If you wish to join, please select the 
following links or email spiritgrowth@fhcpresb.org.

Follow Me: Biblical Practices for Faithful Living
Facilitators: Pat Jenkins and Ann Williams

Sundays, September 18 through December 18
For a full description or to sign up, go to:

 https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/74fa0d
✴✴✴

Praying with Others through the Challenges of Life
Facilitator: Leslie Clement

Five days in the Fall, with dates and times to be 
determined by participants

For a full description or to express interest, go here: 
https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/74fa0d190

✴✴✴
(continued on page 6)
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       The Chancel Choir is excited to present several selections from The Messiah
by Georg Frideric Handel on December 18, during our annual “Lessons and Carols” service.  
We will be accompanied by musicians from Apollo’s Fire and City Music on baroque 
instruments. My goal is to present the sound that was heard some two hundred and eighty 
years ago. We warmly welcome anyone who is interested in singing music from The Messiah 
to join the Chancel Choir in rehearsals for this special occasion. 

 The history of the Messiah may be interesting to some. Though this work is now frequently performed during 
the Christmas season, it was originally presented during the Easter season, April 13, 1742, on the stage of the Musick 
Hall in Dublin. A record number of 700 people attended the performance, and ladies were instructed to wear dresses 
“without hoops” to make room for more people. The reputation of Handel was the main draw, although many came 
for a glimpse of the contralto soloist, Susannah Cibber, who was then involved in a scandalous divorce. So entranced 
was the audience with the music and singing of Cibber that, when she sang, “He was despised and rejected of men, a 
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief,” a reverend leapt to his feet and cried out, “Woman, for this be all thy sins 
forgiven thee!”
 During this period in history, it was more usual for chorus movements in oratorios to take a backseat to the 
soloists, some of whom were huge Italian opera stars.  However, the choruses in The Messiah play a huge role in 
propelling the work forward, and some of the movements are quite a workout for the choir!  
 Our first rehearsal of this music was October 27, but there is still time to join us at 7:30pm on Thursday evenings. 
Please contact me at music@fhcpresb.org or 216-321-2660 EXT. 208 if you are interested in singing with us.

Gospel Music:  Part II

Christmas Concert 2022 Call for Singers
─Dr. Qin Ying Tan, Director of Music

     Thanks to the family of J. David Hunter, preliminary 
planning has begun for the renovation of the education 
wing entry foyer, in his memory.

      An architectual firm with experience in church 
buildings has been engaged to create a plan to update 
flooring, lighting, paint, signage and finishes to make 
the area more welcoming. It will have a similar look to 
the handicapped entrance near Fellowship Hall to keep 
design continuity through the building.

We are grateful for this wonderful gift
and look forward to the results!

Building & Grounds News

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK
     Thank you to the volunteers who participated in the
Fall Work Day! MANY tasks were accomplished and we 
are almost ready for winter. MANY new friends were also 
made. We look forward to seeing you in the spring!

 Sandra Dixon, Cleveland Heights High Gospel Choir Director, returns 
to Forest Hill Church to lead the choir in learning even more about gospel 
singing. The workshop will be on Thursday, November 10, at 7:30pm and 
the gospel choir will sing on Sunday, November 14, 2022. 
 We welcome anyone who would be interested to come and join us. All 
participants need to show proof of full vaccination and be masked. Please 
contact Ying at music@fhcpresb.org if you are interested!



Welcome
     We joyfully welcome newly baptized 
Juliette Leone Bissett and her entire family 
to the beloved community of Forest Hill Church!

Fellowship
     A good time was had by all who were able to attend the Wade Oval 
Wednesday concert, Co-Pastor Veronica Goine’s farewell reception 
and the Fall Fellowship Picnic. The Deacons are planning more 
opportunities for fun and fellowship in the months to come. Stay 
tuned!

Juliette Leone Bissett

Bissett Family

Lili Roosa  1
Angela Sanders 1
Judy Hammer  2
Michael Wiggins 2
Todd Webster 3
Amanda Horan  4
Christine Bell 5
Mark Chupp 5
Gloria Webb  6
Emma Haas 7
Laurie Logan  7
Matt Russo  7
Mercy Sampson  7 
Warren Young 7
Elizabeth Clark 10
Janet Kickel 10
Molly Webster 11
Michael Glaros 12

FHC November Birthdays
Nancy Grube   13
Barbara Hansen 13
Cathi Thomas 13
Josh Webster 13
Betty Jenkins 15
William Burleigh 16
Edward Dickson  17
Margaret Glaros 17
Jason Hidek  17
Kemp Jaycox  17
Jane Kowall 18
Elliott Vahey 20
A. Guy Cameron 21
Bob Dawson 21
Joyce Pope 21
Jane Ishler 23
Lauren Sharpe  23
Suzanne Marcy 24

Aidan Peter 24
Dr. Walter Stepanenk 24
William Ladebue 25
Karl Wheatley  25
Patricia Musick 27
Beth Zednik 27
Deborah Adrine 30
Jason Caminiti 30
Antoinette Richardson 30

NEWS, VIEWS & THANK YOU’S

─from the Deacons

Greeting Card Donations Needed
     The Deacons are looking forward to sending 
words of encouragement, celebration and 
seasonal greetings to care groups. Our supply 
was depleted during the pandemic, so donations 
of greeting cards for birthdays, Christmas, 
thinking of you, sympathy and celebration 
would be appreciated. Please place your card 
donations in the cart in the mailing room.
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 Forest Hill Church has made a firm choice to be 
a “Matthew 25” church ─ one that prioritizes the 
vitality of our congregation, seeks ways to dismantle 
structural racism, and whose members work together 
to eradicate systemic poverty. Of course, all this 
activity takes resources – the time, talents, and 
treasure of our members and friends, for which we 
are so grateful. With God, we truly are limitless.
 The first Psalm is guiding our stewardship efforts 
this year. It reads in part
 They are like trees planted by streams of

water, which yield their fruit in its season,
and their leaves do not wither. In all that
they do, they prosper. – Psalm 1:3, NRSV

 Indeed, after a long few years of disruption and 
isolation, we are more than ever determined to 
prosper, not wither, on the banks of the stream of our 
faith.
 We’ve been able to gather again in worship, both 
outside and in the sanctuary. Live-streamed services, 
and hybrid activities with both Zoom and in-person 
components, now are standard. Family, Children 
and Youth programming is building momentum, as 
is a wide range of Adult Spiritual Education classes. 
Mission projects – some of which, like the Abundance 
Food Pantry, saw big jumps in need in the last two 

years – are striding forward. We’ve truly seen the 
ripples of our resilience and strength reflected in our 
work in our neighborhood and the greater Cleveland 
area.
 In a new video, Elder Jenny Himmelman talks 
with Pastor John Lentz about how all this energy and 
activity look from his perspective. We hear how John 
views priorities for the congregation this year. Self 
care and care of each other, though shared diligence, is 
so important. Not surprisingly, re-building the bonds 
of our fellowship through working, playing, breaking 
bread, and worshipping together is near the top of his 
list. The idea of stretching is key to him for making 
a financial commitment that helps us all step up for 
ourselves, each other, and our missions.
 People know about Forest Hill Church,” Pastor Lentz 
said. He asks us to “think imaginatively and faithfully” 
about our future. “What can be?” he asks. So, we ask 
you: “What can be?”
 You may make your financial commitment through 
filling out and returning the card in the packet that 
was mailed to your home. Or, visit the church web site 
to submit your card electronically. You can watch new 
videos and John’s interview in two parts through the 
links on the FHC web site: https://www.fhcpresb.org/ 
> “Give” > “Stewardship 2023.

Yielding Fruit in Our Season ─Kimberly Hill

STAY UP TO DATE WITH CHURCH EVENTS
November

  1 Due date for names read on All Saints 
Day, Sunday, Nov. 6

  6 All Saints Sunday
  8 Election Day
10 December Tower deadline
11 Gospel Choir Workshop, 7:30-8:30pm
12 Gingerbread Baking, 9am
15 GCC Meeting, 7pm
24 Thanksgiving, church closed
25 Church ofice closed for holiday
27 First Sunday of Advent • Every Tuesday - deadline for 

bulletin and digital weekly 
updates

• 2nd Tuesdays of each month, 
Ministry Meetings, 7pm

• 1st Wednesday each month Bible 
& Bagels (virtual), 7:30am

December
  4 Second Sunday of Advent
 Gingerbread House Decorating, 6pm
11 Third Sunday of Advent

Usual Meetings &  Events
(Request seasonal schedules for 

adult spiritual formation classes and 
opportunities from the chuch office)

• Every Thursday, Bell 
Choir Rehearsal, 6:15pm; 
Chancel Choir, 7:30pm

• Second Wednesdays, 
Ministry Meetings, 7pm

• 4th Wednesdays, Session 
Meetings, 6pm

Sundays Mornings
• Adult Ed classes, 9:15am
• Worship, 11am

Following the Children’s 
Welcome, children (pre-
school – 5th grade) leave 
the sanctuary
with their adult leaders for 
children’s programs.

• Little Crescendos & J.A.M. 
music for children & youth, 
11:50am

15 January Tower deadline
18 Fourth Sunday of Advent
24 Christmas Eve Services 5pm 

and 11pm
25 Christmas
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structure to change the culture of 
conversations about race, finding 
alternatives to the polarized 
and judgmental nature of these 
exchanges that tie our politics and 
problem-solving into knots. This 
skill can lead to more productive 
conversations and joint action with 
people of all races.
 If you’ve attended this class in the 
past, you are welcome to participate 
in it again.

Sunday afternoons, 4:00-5:15pm
Nov. 6, 13, 20; Dec. 4,11

SKIP 11/27 (Thanksgiving weekend ─ a 
chance to “try out” what we learn!)

If you wish to join, please go to:
https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/
59e87b

(continued from page 2)

Strength to Love
Facilitators: Quentin Smith

and Ron Zimmerman
Sundays, Sept.11 ─ Nov. 20

For a full description or to sign up, 
go to: https://fhc.breezechms.com/

form/74fa0d19
✴✴✴

Study of the “Book of Wisdom”
Facilitators: Kathryn Eloff

and Tom Zych
Sundays, Sept. 11 ─ Nov. 20

For a full description or to sign up, go to:
https://fhc.breezechms.com/

form/74fa0d1932
✴✴✴

Probing the Parables
Facilitator: John Lentz

Sundays, Sept. 25 ─ Dec. 5
For a full description or to sign up, go to:

https://fhc.breezechms.com/
form/74fa0d19083

✴✴✴
New course starting November 6!

“Developing Your Super Powers:
Disrupting Interpersonal Racism” 

Series ─ via Zoom!
Danielle Cosgrove, presenter

William Shaul, presenter
Robin Harbage, presenter

Lisa Vahey, host
 It can be challenging to talk about 
racism, white supremacy, and even 
the news, yet we must build our 
skills to help us move toward equity 
and justice. How do we step into the 
challenge, away from “negative peace, 
which is the absence of tension, to a 
positive peace, which is the presence 
of justice”? (Dr. King)
 This session will focus on building 
new knowledge and using role 
playing to help us practice deep 
listening skills. We will also have 
guest presenters to help us learn a 

Volunteers Needed to 
Bring New Life

to Old Toys

Looking for volunteers who have 
the tools and the skills to sand 
and refinish several sturdy old 
wooden toys, so that children 
can play with them again. It 
would be great to give these 
nursery toys a new life!  Please 
contact Amy Wheatley at
ce@fhcpresb.org for details.

 All who love to sew are invited 
to join us for Fiber Fellowship on 
the second Saturday of the month 
to make re-usable shopping bags 
for the food bank. In addition, we 
have a beautiful quilt top made by 
Linda Martin ready to go onto the 
quilting frame for finishing. Nov. 
12 and Dec. 10 at 9am are our 
next planned meetings. 
 Also, if students are in need 
of service project hours, we have 
hours available! Contact Carol 
Gifford at cmsgiff79@aol.com
for more information.

Fiber and 
Fellowship

(updated announcement)

If you are new to Forest 
Hill Church, we are 
happy to welcome you. 
If you have not already 
provided us with your 
contact information, 
please consider doing so. 
We can share with you via 
text and email our weekly 
updates and opportunities 
to connect with our church 
family.
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 Thank you to those who registered 
for “Matthew 25 Goes to the Border,” a 
two-part educational forum presented 
by the Forest Hill Church Immigration 
Task Force.
 This online event takes place via 
Zoom on Sunday, November 13 and 
Sunday, November 20 from 4:00pm– 
5:30pm.  If you act quickly, you can still 
register at:

https://fhc.breezechms.com/
form/80d920

 If you can attend only one session, 
you are encouraged to participate as 
your schedule allows.

“I was hungry and you gave me food, I 

was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was 

a stranger and you welcomed me.” 

— Matthew 25:35

To register, use this QR code or type 
this in your browser:

tinyurl.com/fhc-to-the-border

Sunday, Nov 13 &
Sunday, Nov 20, 2022

4:00 – 5:30 p.m.

The Immigration Task Force of Forest Hill Church 
Presbyterian (FHC) invites you to attend “Matthew 25 Goes to 
the Border”, a two-part online (Zoom) journey of education 
and action in support of immigrants seeking a better life. 
Learn about the current state of the immigration crisis and 
what you can do to help alleviate their suffering. This will 
address the current situation at the Texas-Mexico border.

As part of adult education at FHC, there is no charge for 
“Matthew 25 Goes to the Border”. To register, type this in your 
browser: tinyurl.com/fhc-to-the-border and follow the 
prompts. Once you are registered, you will be sent the Zoom 
link to participate in the event and other information.

For more information, contact:
Nonie Stack  |  (216) 402-2479

You will learn about:

Immigration history of people 

from Central America

Government policy implications 

for people on the move

Hunger, clothing, shelter 

needs at the border from a 

Matthew 25 perspective

Faith-based action for

positive change

Matthew 25 Goes to the Border

Voting districts and some poll 
locations have been changed 
due to recent redistricting in 
Ohio. To find voting locations, 
sample ballots, voting by mail 
requirements and other voting 
details,  go to: https://www.
ohiosos.gov/elections/
voters
or call the Secretary of State’s 

Office at 877-767-6446.

November 8 ─
Important Voting Information

RACIAL EQUITY
LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

2022-2023 SCHEDULE
These are Zoom events co-sponsored by FHC and

First Congregation Church of Hudson

Be the Bridge
Discussion Groups

Sat., Oct. 29, 10:30am˗noon
Discussing Part II

Be the Bridge: Pursuing 
God’s Heart For Racial 

Reconciliation
Part III and Final Discussion 

Sat., Nov. 12, 10:30am

Racial Equity Buddies
Saturday

December 3
10:30 to noon 

Future Zoom Book Discussions

Homegoing 
by Yaa Gyasi

Jan. 7 & 28, 2023

A Black Women’s 
History

of The United States
by Daina Ramey and

 Kali Nicole Gross
March 4 & 25

African People in World History
by John Henrik Clarke
April 29 and May 13

One Person, No Vote
by Prof. Carol Anderson

June 10 & 24

Once you are registered, you will receive the Zoom link to be used 
for both sessions.
 Here are some guidelines for “Zoom meeting etiquette” that we 
ask you to keep in mind during the forum:

a. The forum will begin promptly at 4:00 as there is a lot of 
material to cover.

b. If possible, keep your cameras turned on so speakers can 
see with whom they are communicating.

c. Stay muted. There will be a time for questions and answers 
after the presentations, at which point you can unmute 
yourself ─ to ask a question or make a comment.

d. Enter the forum with a mind open to listening and learning. 
 Migration is a complex topic. With our limited time, the 
forum will focus on current conditions at the Texas-Mexico 
border, why migrants are compelled to leave Central American 
countries (El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua) for 
the U.S., government policy that contributes to conditions at the 
border, and faith-based care and advocacy to help address current 
problems facing migrants. “Matthew 25 Goes to the Border” will be 
recorded in case you miss any portion of the forum and/or want to 
view it again.
 Should you have questions beyond the focus of this forum, we 
will do our best to direct you to someone who can be of assistance.
 Thank you again. We look forward to your participation.

Mathew 25 Goes to the Border
I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink,

I wasa stranger and you welcomed me.
─Matthew 25:35
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Tower Staff/Volunteers

 Antoinette Richardson
     FHC Director of Communications
     (office administrator:  office@fhcpresb.org)

 Jim Hogg, advisory editor: hoggwriter@gmail.com
 Kay Hogg, layout designer: kayhogg64@gmail.com

Next Tower Deadline: November 15, 2022

Staff Contacts
Rev. Dr. John Lentz, Jr., Pastor: pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org
Dr. Qin Ying Tan, Director of Music: music@fhcpresb.org 
Dr. Amy Wheatley, Family, Youth, Children: CE@fhcpresb.org
Rev. Carol Wedell, Parish Associate
Antoinette Richardson, Communications: office@fhcpresb.org
Ann Donkin, Building Mgr: adonkin@fhcpresb.org
Custodians: custodian@fhcpresb.org
Genetha (Nita) Clark, Finance: finance@fhpresb.org

Social Media Platforms
 Web site:    www.fhcpresb.org
 Facebook:  http://facebook.com/ForestHillChurch
 Instagram:  @fhcpresb
 Pinterest:    https://www.pinterest.com/foresthillpcusa/

Happy Thanksgiving


