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Discovering God’s call. . .
Celebrating the Spirit’s presence                                    Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Pastor
Witnessing to Christ’s transformative power!

 WORDS FROM PASTOR JOHN LENTZ

FOREST HILL CHURCH, PRESBYTERIAN

December 2022

The

TOWER

(Veni Emmanuel), “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” 
These are the opening words to the well-known and 
well-loved Advent hymn. The Latin prose text was 
written in 8th or 9th century of the common era. The 
tune was originally a Plainsong composition and then 
was adapted by Thomas Helmore in 1852. 

Advent is a season of expectation, of waiting and 
preparing for the coming of Jesus. Of course, the birth 
of Jesus occurred over 2,000 years ago. And yet, the 
power of the season and the power of the words sug-
gest that we are still waiting and preparing with eager 
expectation for the birth of Jesus to happen again and 
again and again in our own lives. We wait with eager 
longing for the peace of Christ to fill every heart. 

Advent is both a time for inner work and outer 
work, contemplation and action. We need to prepare 
ourselves to receive the gift. We need to act in the 
world in such a way as to show the way, the truth and 
the life of Jesus. We must walk gently, and act justly 
and stand with the people that Jesus stood by and 
came to save and serve. 

The work did not end on that holy night in Beth-
lehem long ago. You are I are the hands and feet of 
Christ in this world – doing his work and proclaiming 
his love. 

Take time to worship. We have a wonderful 
schedule in December. On Sunday, December 4 our 
own Rev. Sally Wile will preach. On Sunday, Decem-
ber 11, we will welcome the Rt. Rev. Tracey Lind 

(former Dean of the Episcopal 
Cathedral) to our pulpit. On 
Sunday, December 18 Ying has 
planned a magnificent service 
of lessons and carols, high-
lighting arias and chorus from 
Handel’s Messiah. 

On Christmas Eve we will 
hold two services at 5:00 and 
11:00 PM. The 5:00 PM will be 
for all ages and be a bit more traditional. The 11:00 
PM service is the community service. Caleb Wright 
and his group Elegie will lead the music. Cookies and 
fellowship will be shared after the service. 

Take time to act. On December 6 Greater Cleve-
land Congregations will be holding a public meeting 
at Olivet Institutional Baptist Church to focus our at-
tention on our criminal justice system and the unjust 
way we handle juvenile cases binding children over 
to the adult court and prison system. This may not 
seem like an adventish thing to do – but it is… it is 
exactly when Christ would have us do as we prepare 
for his coming. 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel. Have a blessed 
Advent!  

Faithfully yours, 
Pastor John

Forest Hill Church, Presbyterian
3031 Monticello Boulevard
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
216-321-2660
www.fhcpresb.org
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THE

TOWER
Through Our Pastor’s Lens

─Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr.
I am writing to encourage 

one and all to come back to 
church in person. Certainly, 
wear a mask if that makes 
you more comfortable. The 
numbers of Covid cases are 
declining.  Please get all your 
vaccines and your booster 
AND your flu shot!  

While the numbers of 
people in the pews are increasing (slowly), it still looks 
like we are hardly half of a usual (pre-covid) in-person 
congregation. Now, I realize, affirm and celebrate the 
number of people who are worshiping via our Live 
Stream connection. The all-volunteer Stream Team 
does a marvelous job of bringing our worship into your 
homes. I know that there are many who tune in from all 
over the country and, indeed, the world. We have people 
from India and Nicaragua, California, Oklahoma and 
Virginia who tune in every Sunday. In fact, Satyaam our 
active member from India, has never been to the United 
States. Our “streamed” services are allowing active 
members who have moved away, folks who no longer 
drive, and those who are bed-ridden, to be a part of the 
community. This reality is one of the better outcomes of 
Covid.  

I don’t want to simply go back to the status quo 
ante – the way it was before. However, I would love to 
see those who have to tune in via Live Stream see a fuller 
house. I have to admit that it is more empowering to 
preach when there are people in the pews.  I know that a 
“critical mass” of people creates an energy that expands 
the spirit. Families who are visiting the church are more 
apt to come back if there are more people present.  

This Christmas Eve we are returning to two 
services: one at 5:00pm which will be for all ages, and 
one at 11:00pm which is, of course, open to all but most 
years there are as many visitors from the community 

and young people returning 
from college as there are active 
members of the congregation.  I 
would love to see the sanctuary 
packed again.  

We will be having inter-
generational fellowship 
gatherings throughout the 
fall and winter, along with 
an Advent service of “Lessons and Carols” and a 
Christmas caroling party. 

Amy Wheatley (our Director of Christian 
Education), Ying Tan (Director of Music) and I are 
trying our best to create programs that welcome, 
delight, and inspire. Our adult education classes 
continue to produce excellent content and variety.  

Return and see what we are up to. There is a 
place for you in the pew AND on Live Stream. But 
there is something powerful about when we are 
sitting next to each other in person. 

God bless you!  See you soon! 
─John

Set Your Clocks Back Nov. 6
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FROM DR. QIN YING TAN

Dear all, 
The music ministry at Forest Hill Church is gearing 

up for Advent and Christmas services 2022 and we 
are so excited! Below is a summary of all the musical 
offerings we have lined up for the Advent season. 

On November 27th, Elégie returns to Forest Hills 
Church to sing for us a selection of Christmas and 
Advent favorites. It has been magical to witness the 
growth of Caleb Wright, Michael Hives, Brian Barron, 
and Mist’a Craig, who grew up in this church during 
their transformative high school years, and we are 
excited to hear them again. Elégie will return to 
sing again for our Christmas Eve 11 PM candlelight 
service. 

We will hear the meditative and thoughtful “Lovely 
Appear” by Charles Gounod on December 4t, the 
second Sunday of Advent. Madelaine Matej will lead the 
solo part with the Chancel Choir singing the choruses. 
This piece was written by Fr James Burke (1877-1958) 
and exhorts missionaries to take their message of peace 
to the ends of the earth.  Personally, this piece also 
reflects the message of peace the birth of baby Jesus 
brings, and I hope that this special season of festivities 
after two years of quarantine and isolation will feel 
especially special! 

The third Sunday of Advent, December 11th, 
sees the Chance Choir diving into African-American 
tradition to present several gospel pieces. “Glory 
to the Newborn King” (which the congregation 
remembers as “Jesus, Jesus, O What a Wonderful 
Child”) was composed by a popular black gospel 
ensemble, the Angelic Gospel Singers and recorded in 
1949. However, it did not really become mainstream 
until Mariah Carey’s cover in 1994.  We hope our 
rendition of this piece will bring energy and spirit to 
this service and encourage all to join in the singing if 
you feel inspired to do so!

We will celebrate the joy that music brings on 
December 18th with our Lessons and Carols service. 
Accompanied by musicians on baroque instruments, 
the Chancel Choir will revisit movements of George 
Frideric Handel’s Messiah with soloists, Clayton 
Minder, Linn Obery, and Madelaine Matej.  We still 
welcome any interested singers to come and rehearse 
and sing the Messiah with us! 

We joyfully welcome these musicians for 
our worship services on December 18th and 
December 24th!

Costa 
Rican Baroque 
violinist 
Guillermo Salas-
Suárez made 
his directorial 
debut with the 
Indianapolis 
Baroque 
Orchestra 
in Fall 2021. 
Guillermo holds 
a Doctorate of 
Musical Arts 
in Historical 
Performance 
from Case 
Western 
Reserve University, where he studied with Dr. Julie 
Andrijeski. In demand as a period player, he has 
performed with the Atlanta, Austin, and Lyra Baroque 
Orchestras, Apollo’s Fire, Bourbon Baroque, The 
Newberry Consort, and currently leads the Baroque 
ensemble from CityMusic Cleveland.

As a music scholar of 18th-century Spain and 
Mexico, he has presented his research in conferences 
at Boston, Indiana, and Oregon Universities, and Early 
Music America. 

Outside of music, Guillermo enjoys literature, 
learning languages, and practicing yoga. He plays on a 
violin by Jason Viseltear and bows by James Dodd II, 
H.F. Grabenstein, Michelle Speller, and Pieter Affourtit. 

Cellist and viola da gambist Jane Leggiero is 
a native Clevelander and a candidate in the DMA 
program in Historical Performance Practice at 
Case Western Reserve University. She began her 
early music studies at Oberlin College and did her 
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master’s work at Boston University in Historical 
Performance and Musicology. She has performed as 
a soloist and ensemble member with modern and 
historical ensembles across the country and was 
a member of the Governor’s Musick, the chamber 
ensemble in residence at Colonial Williamsburg in 
Virginia. As a teacher, she has worked privately with 
cello and viol students of all ages, has been a coach 
for a variety of amateur ensembles, and has served 
on faculty at the Texas Toot and the Armstrong 
Community Music School in Austin, Texas. When 
not making music, Jane enjoys sewing and tinkering 
with harpsichords.

Violinist Phaik Tzhi Chua has just moved into 
Cleveland a year ago and has performed locally 
with Alchemy Baroque. She is currently pursuing a 
master’s degree in historical performance practice 
under Julie Andrijeski in Case Western Reserve 
University. Phaik Tzhi holds a Bachelor of Music 
degree in violin performance from Queens College 
(CUNY), New York. While in New York, she has 
performed with Salon/Sanctuary Concerts, New 
York Continuo Collective, and Manhattan Opera 
Studio. 

***

A “poised young musician,” Andrew Hatfield 
has been performing throughout the United States 

and abroad for many years as a violinist and violist, 
appearing on stages as a soloist, chamber musician, 
and orchestral player with both modern and period 
instruments.

An avid researcher, Andrew has most recently 
taken an active interest in early music and period 
instruments, performing as a baroque violinist in 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Ohio, Florida, Pennsylvania, 
and at the 2019 Musicking Conference at the University 
of Oregon. His teachers and masterclass appearances 
include Jane Starkman, Andrew Fouts, Elizabeth 
Blumenstock, Susanne Scholz, Lindsey Strand-Polyak, 
Rebel, and Alana Youssefian. Currently, he is pursuing 
his Doctorate of Historical Performance Practices in 
baroque violin at Case Western Reserve University, 
studying with Julie Andrijeski.

***

Andrew performs on a 2001 Francesco Toto 
violin with modern bows by Anthony DiMambro and 
Rodney Mohr, and period bows by Anthony DiMambro, 
Katherine Mohr, David Hawthorne, and Kate Buehler-
McWilliams.
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SAVE THE DATE – SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
Caroling, Cocoa and Cookies!

Join your church family for an evening of fun and fellowship

6:00 PM: Christmas Caroling
•	 All ages and voices are welcome. Bring friends 

and family!
•	 Gather in Fellowship Hall to warm up your 

voices and form caroling groups.
•	 Carol at homes in our church neighborhood, 

sharing Christmas joy!

7:00 – 8:00 PM: Hot Cocoa and Cookies
•	 Return to church after caroling to warm up with 

hot cocoa and cookies!
•	 Visit with friends around fire pits in the 

courtyard. 
•	 Kids! Come to Fellowship Hall to decorate 

cookies and make a craft.

***

All are welcome! Please RSVP here:
https://fhc.breezechms.com/form/0c46d4

Hosted by the Family, Youth and Children’s Ministry 
Questions? Contact Amy Wheatley, Director- ce@fhcpresb.org 

NEW MUSICAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH
The Little Crescendos children’s choir, led by Julie Minder, sang 
the Choral Introit in worship.
Their song, “I am Happy Because Jesus Loves Me” made everyone 
happy!

Questions? ce@fhcpresb.org
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FHC YOUTH GROUP NEWS

Our youth group visited SPOOKY RANCH for Halloween, enjoying scares on a Haunted Hayride and in the 
Nightmare Haunted Houses!

Young people 
spent a Saturday 
morning 
volunteering at 
the Cleveland Kids’ 
Book Bank. We 
sorted hundreds 
of children’s 
picture books and 
boxed them to be 
sent to schools in 
Cleveland.
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Thank You, Gingerbread 
Bakers!

A group of cheerful, hard-working volunteers put 
on their aprons and spent a Saturday morning in 
the church kitchen. They rolled, cut, baked and 
wrapped over 600 pieces of gingerbread that will 
be transformed into wonderful creations at our 
Gingerbread House decorating event on  
December 4.

***

Thank you Kate Burleigh, Kay Hogg, Deanne Lentz, 
Sarah Lentz, Laurie Logan, Pat Seeders and Judy 

Sockman!

***

Racial Equity Book Club
In 2023 the book club will travel the path less 

traveled. From January through April we will read and 
discuss three books that address issues rarely covered 
- Africa and Black women. 

We begin on January 7 with a New York Times 
best-seller, Homegoing, a historical novel by Yaa Gyasi. 
Ms. Gyasi was born in the African nation of Ghana but 
raised in America. 
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(Photo: Cape Coast Castle, Ghana, where slaves awaited 
transit to the Americas. Photograph: Alamy)

Ms. Gyasi commenting on her book stated “the 
one who has power, he is the one who gets to write 
the story. So when you study history, you must ask 
yourself, Whose story am I missing? Whose voice was 
suppressed so that this voice could come forth? Once 
you have figured that out, you must find that story 
too. From there you get a clearer, yet still imperfect, 
picture. Ms. Gyasi gives us a new and compelling 
perspective!

March 4 & 25
“A Black Women’s History of The United States” by 
Daina Ramey and Kali Nicole Gross. 

Black women have significantly shaped our nation—
and fought for everyone’s rights—throughout every 
period of American history. Yet their contributions have 
often been overlooked. By reading and discussing this 
book we salute the historic and present contributions 
Black women have made and continue to make in the 
struggle for equality and justice.

The book club has been keenly aware of this 
exclusion. It is no coincidence that of the 14 books 
we will have read and discussed over the past three 
years nine (9) of the 14 are authored by Black 
women!

Goodreads Review in part says the following 
about A Black Women’s History of The United 
States:

“A vibrant and empowering history that emphasizes 
the perspectives and stories of African American 
women to show how they are--and have always been--
instrumental in shaping our country.

“A Black Women’s History of the United States 
reaches far beyond a single narrative to showcase Black 
women’s lives in all their fraught complexities. Berry

and Gross prioritize many voices: enslaved women, 
freedwomen, religious leaders, artists, queer women, 
activists, and women who lived outside the law. The 
result is a starting point for exploring Black women’s 
history and a testament to the beauty, richness, rhythm, 
tragedy, heartbreak, rage, and enduring love that 
abounds in the spirit of Black women in communities 
throughout the nation.”

April 29 & May 13
African People In World History, John Henrik Clarke 
(1915-1998).

This short book, a primer, sets us up for a more 
in-depth look at Africa next year. African People 
In World History, surveys the impact that African 
people have made on world history. Dr. Clarke guides 
the reader through a narrative journey from antiquity 
through present times.

The Sankofa World Publishers website describes 
Clarke’s role in the mid-20th century political, 
academic, cultural, literary, and social leadership:

Dr. Clarke’s special relationship with African 
people afforded him the company of kings, queens, 
presidents, and other heads of state. For example, 
Dr. Clarke mentored Kwame Nkrumah while he was 
a student in the United States. Because of the special 
relationship they shared, when Ghana — the first 
Sub-Saharan nation in modern times — gained its 
independence in 1957, Clarke served as a journalist for 
the Ghana Evening News for several years. Dr. Clarke 
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was enstooled as a chief for a region among the Ga 
people of Ghana….

Without a doubt, his association with Betty Shabazz 
and Malcolm X, Zora Neale Hurston, James Baldwin, 
Martin Luther King Jr., Richard Wright, Julian Mayfield, 
Audre Lorde, John G. Jackson, Chancellor Williams, 
Yosef ben-Jochannan, John Oliver Killens, Hoyt Fuller, 
Druscilla Dundee Houston, and many other important 
historical figures of this century who are too numerous 
to mention here, is a testimony of Dr. Clarke’s influence 
and place in history as a seminal figure.

Below is a map showing the location of some 
ancient African civilizations.

June 10 & 24
One Person, No Vote: How Voter Suppression Is 
Destroying Our Democracy, Prof. Carol Andersen 
(Anderson is a highly praised academic who has mastered 
the art of gathering information and writing for a general 
readership, and her latest book could not be more timely.)

Kirkus’s review reads in part:
‘After providing a look back at voter suppression 

throughout the history of the United States, Anderson 
(African-American Studies/Emory Univ.)—who won 
the National Book Critics Circle Award for White Rage: 

The Unspoken Truth of Our Racial Divide (2016), her 
top-notch dissection of racial issues in America—
focuses on the years since 2013, when the majority of 
states and Congress ratcheted up their anti-democracy, 
racist campaign to reduce the number of black voters.

We conclude our book club for this year by revisiting 

* The book club is sponsored by The First Congregational Church of 
Hudson (UCC) and the Adult Spiritual Education Ministry of Forest 
Hill Church, Presbyterian. We invite other groups and institutions 
to join us on this equity journey and co-sponsor these events.

***

1963-2023

What Has Changed?
Why Has It Changed?

What is the same?
What Must/Can We Do?

On December 3, via zoom, from 10:30 am to noon, 
we will gather to discuss the above questions. To 
request the zoom link to join the conversation one 
can sign up at BREEZE, email racialequitybuddies@
fhcpresb.org, or call the office. Our hosts and leaders 
for this event are Chiquita Montgomery and ivy tillman.

To assist in the discussion three resources are 
provided below:

1) Two links to Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King’s 1963 
Letter From A Birmingham Jail. One link is to the 
written letter. The second link is to an audio of Dr. King 
reading his letter;

2) a CNN article addressing the 1968 Kerner Report, 
that addressed the causes of the violent turmoil in 
American inner cities. The CNN link for the 1968 Kerner 
Report has both an eight-minute video and an article on 
the Kerner report. Reviewing either will suffice and; 

3) a 2021 video by Dr. Joseph Manickam, President 
of Heston College addressing systemic racism in the 
backdrop of the George Floyd murder. 

We look forward to an invigorating and insightful 
discussion on this subject. Prior to breaking into chat 
rooms, there will be a short 15-minute presentation 
about the racial equity buddies program. 
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“It’s not white vs black. It’s everyone vs racist”. Reads a sign below.

Photo by Shane Aldendorff, pexels.com. Free to use.

Throughout American history, White allies and co-conspirators have joined forces with African/Americans in 
the quest for equality. The above picture demonstrates that the BLM movement followed that tradition. The racial 
equity buddies program’s objective is to link progressive forces in the equity struggle regardless of race. As the 
above sign reads “It is not whites vs blacks. It’s everyone against racism.”

***

Letter from Birmingham Jail, by Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

https://letterfromjail.com/
Martin Luther King, Jr. reads his “Letter from a 

Birmingham Jail” - Bing video
https://www.bing.com/videos/

search?q=dr+king+rteads+letter+from+a+birming-
ham+jail+youtube&qs=NWT&pq= dr+king+rteads+let-

ter+from+a+birmingham+jail+you&sc=7-48&cvid=02A0F-
0B7E89846C6841D101037535295&sp=1&sid= 
19F70442451F6EA60254160C44B76F30&json-

cbid=0&ru=%2fsearch%3fq%3ddr%2bking%2brte
ads%2bletter%2bfrom% 2ba%2bbirmingham%2b-
jail%2byoutube%26qs%3dNWT%26pq%3ddr%2b-

king%2brteads%2bletter%2bfrom%2ba% 2bbirming-
ham%2bjail%2byou%26sc%3d7-48%26cvid%3d02A0F0B7

E89846C6841D101037535295%26FO
RM%3dQBRE%26sp%3d1%26sid%3d19F-

70442451F6EA60254160C44B76F30%26format%3dsnr-
json%26jsoncbid%3d0&view=detail&mmscn=vwrc&mid=-

46C2A946B15020828A5846C2A946B15020828A58&-
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FORM=WRVORC
Kerner Commission report predicted a growing racial 

divide more than 50 years before George Floyd’s death - 
CNN

https://www.cnn.com/2021/05/25/us/kerner-
commission-report-predicted-racial-divide/index.html

Hesston College responds to systemic racism - Hesston 
College

https://www.hesston.edu/2020/06/hesston-college-
responds-to-systemic-racism/

Our programs are co-sponsored by The First 
Congregational Church of Hudson (UCC) and The 
Ministry of Adult Spiritual Education of Forest Hill 
Church, Presbyterian. We seek other groups and 
institutions to join us on this equity journey and 
co-sponsor also. 

WORSHIP UPDATE  
POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS DECORATION

We are ordering 30 poinsettias to decorate the 
Sanctuary in celebration of Christmas. Afterward, they 

will be distributed to shut-ins or can be taken home 
by donors. We encourage your help by placing 

orders for $20 per plant. 
 

Orders will be due to the Church office by Dec. 
16. You can place your order and pay for it online 

at the following link: https://fhc.breezechms.com/
form/641db77062553624.   

 
If you wish to pay by check, please mail your payment 

to the church office and place poinsettias on the 
memo line and the number of poinsettias you wish to 

purchase.  
 

Poinsettias may be picked up after the Christmas 
worship service or arrangements can be made to pick 
them up the following week. Those not picked up will 

be distributed by Deacon volunteers.

 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING

The best gift of Christmas is the baby born in a 
humble stable who led us and connected us to himself 
and to each other.  Our Christmas Joy Offering allows us 
to give to those who have given so much of themselves 
to create Christian community and continue Jesus’ 
teachings.

The offering honors and celebrates leaders like 
retired pastors, church workers and their families 
who have led us, but now find themselves in critical 
financial need.  In addition, it supports emerging 
leaders, students at Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges equipping communities of color.

50% of your gifts assist current and retired church 
workers and their families. One minister who retired 
after a lifetime of service to others suffered a stroke.  His 
wife writes, “we are so grateful to directly benefit from 
such financial assistance in our great need since [his] 
stroke.”

50% of your gifts make it possible for students to 
learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian-related schools 
and colleges equipping communities of color.  John 
Sitler, Upper School teacher at Menaul School (a 
recipient of Joy Offering funds) in Albuquerque, N. 
Mexico writes, “We teach that faith is to be lived out in 
the world.  Because so many young people today see 
the church as building walls to isolate and separate, we 
at Menaul are all about opening doors to the richness 
of God’s creation.”

***

Please give what you are able when the 
offering is collected on  

December 24, 25 and January 1.  Thank you! 
***
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS REPORT

The termite infestation of the courtyard door jamb has 
been resolved and repaired. Removing the two big (too 
big) trees from the courtyard, replacing the patio, and 
grading, along with proper application of insecticide 
should keep those little buggers from taking any more 
meals there.

The damage to the Monticello portico was caused 
by a fast-moving delivery vehicle. We are collecting 
bids and working with the driver’s insurance company 
to get it repaired

Solutions for the buckling of the wood floor in 
Fellowship Hall are being submitted by professionals. 
New materials are now available for consideration. 

A contract with T-Mobile (formerly Sprint) has 
been signed for the upgrade of their antenna to 5G 
capability. The glass in the tower will be frosted slightly 
to hide the equipment.

 

One theme that comes through strong and clear 
when Forest Hill Church members tell their stories 
is COMMUNITY. We sometimes take the fellowship 
that a being part of a dynamic faith community adds 
to our lives for granted (or at least some of us did 
before the pandemic pointed this out in poignant 

detail). This month, we highlight testimonies from 
three fellow congregants who have felt the strong 
impact of community through the church in their 
lives. 

Sandy Schultz speaks of how she gained a new 
perspective on social justice issues by learning from 
fellow Forest Hill congregants. She “has no doubt” 
that her appreciation for diversity in its many facets 
has grown through this community. When you view 
her video, be sure to note the dozens of roles and 
activities in which Sandy has taken part as an active 
member of Forest Hill. The list is inspiring in its depth 
and breadth.

Jennifer Blakeney describes how service on 
ministries, in particular, has supported her sense 
of belonging and her faith journey. She notes that a 
number of contacts led her to Forest Hill and how she 
has lived into her expanding relationship with Jesus 
through the example of so many others. Our racial 
equity study work, in particular, has impacted her 
recently.

Peters Williams tells us of the immense support 
he felt from his church community in the form of 
prayers for him during a recent medical emergency. 
Healing is indeed better done among others. He relates 
how his surgeon heartily agreed, observing of Peter’s 
surprisingly strong recovery: “Only God performed 
that resurrection.”

If you haven’t already, please consider making a 
financial commitment for the coming year. You may 
do so through filling out and returning the card in 
the packet that was mailed to your home. Or, visit the 
church web site to submit your card electronically. 

You can watch the videos highlighted above, and 
many others, through the links on the FHC web site: 
https://www.fhcpresb.org/ > “Give” > “Stewardship 
2023.

As always, those of us in the Stewardship Ministry 
are honored to work alongside each of you.
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OPPORTUNITY TO PUT 
FAITH INTO ACTION:

On Tuesday evening, December 6, Greater Cleveland 
Congregations (GCC) will hold a public hearing on the 
crisis in our community of youth bindover (children 
under age 18 tried in adult court and, if convicted, 
sentenced to adult prison). The hearing is at 7:00 
p.m. at Olivet Institutional Baptist Church (8712 
Quincy Ave., Cleveland) and on Zoom. The hearing 
will feature information about the extremely high 
number of bindover cases in Cuyahoga County, 
testimonials from people sharing their painful 
experience of having been bound over, and a 
panel discussion of possible solutions. It is very 
important to get a robust turnout for the hearing. 
Families in our community are directly impacted 
by this bindover crisis. Register by going to this 
link: https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZEldeyuqj4vG9S95WV76F940ZS58XdpX6kR.

 
We encourage you to 

attend in person (although 
a Zoom link will also be 
available), and we will 
organize carpools from FHC 
on Dec. 6th. Please advise 
Nonie Stack of your plans to 
attend and whether you will 
attend in person or online. 
Nonie’s contact information 

is: aestack@roadrunner.
com or 216-402-2479. The FHC GCC Core Team has 
committed to sending a minimum of 50 members/
friends to the event, either in person or on Zoom, 

so we need to know your plans.  Thanks in advance 
for your participation in this important action to 
give children in our community a decent chance to 
turn their lives around!!

***

REVELATIONS OF AN EARTH CARE 
CONGREGATION

BY STEVE SEDAM AND KEMP JAYCOX
In the fall of 2017, we got together over lunch at 
Anatolia Café on Lee Road and began planning a new 
course for Forest Hill Church. We sought to offer an 
impactful exploration of the many dimensions of being 
a Christian steward of our remarkable shared home, 
planet Earth. In 2018, “Reconnecting with God’s 
Creation” was launched. Over the next five years, 
nearly 60 people took the course. Together, we learned 
of current environmental concerns that demand our 
attention such as environmental justice and climate 
change. We got to know more about the air, land, waters 
of our region and the interrelationship between their 
health and our own. We read scripture for guidance 
and examined steps we could take to be a positive force 
for healing of the Earth. In 2023, we are taking a break. 

In this article, we want to share what this 
extraordinary experience has meant for us and how 
grateful we are for the ministries who encouraged us 
and those who took the course, sharing their insights 
and friendship.

Steve: “Reconnecting with God’s Creation” was 
more rewarding than I could have ever imagined. 
Designing and conducting the course with Kemp 
was joy as was getting to share this experience with 
fellow members of Forest Hill Church. Together, we all 
learned about key issues affecting our community and 
world such as the value of green space in urban areas, 
the importance of native plants, and the successful 
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ecological restoration of degraded nearby areas 
like Acacia Metropark. We gained a broad and deep 
understanding of the forces affecting the health and 
well-being of natural systems that influence the quality 
of all life in our area. 

Immense peace and comfort was found in paying 
really close attention to the staggering mystery, 
wonder, and beauty found in God’s creation, sometimes 
in our own backyard. Most profound was the sense of 
community that was built among class participants 
as we shared discoveries that had been made about 
the beauty, fragility, and resilience of the non-human 
world. Threats to human and non-human life posed by 
human’s inattention to our one small, shared home are 
real and dire. 

Yet among our classmates there was a resolve to 
respond and create change to counter these seemingly 
existential threats. Every year, the course began with 
skepticism about 13-weeks focused on one topic yet by 
the final week, we all were sorry to see it end. There 
was a power and purpose in being called as humble 
witnesses and unrelenting evangelists for the love of 
all of God’s creation. 

Kemp: When Steve approached me in 2017 with the 
idea of teaching a class at church about nature, I had no 
idea it would evolve into such a rewarding experience 
for me and our participants. From our humble 
beginnings in 2018, we modified and expanded the 
course to include a variety of rich material. One of my 

favorite topics was talking about wolf reintroduction in 
Yellowstone National Park which included sharing my 
experience participating in a wolf tracking program in 
northern Minnesota many moons ago in college. 

At the end of each course, we challenged 
participants to develop their own personal plans of 
reconnecting with nature. Some of my favorite plans 
included the development of pollinator gardens in their 
yards, identifying streets in northern Cleveland Heights 
that need more trees and other creative ways to spend 
more time in as well as protect our environment. 

Since I am no longer able to access nature beyond 
paved trails, I have been enriched listening to the 
discoveries and “wow” moments when our participants 
experienced or learned something new. The positive 
feedback we have received has touched my heart. In 
fact, recently at Judy Sieck’s memorial service, four 
people told me how our class has inspired them to 
spend more time in nature. Thank you! And thank you 
Steve for inviting me on this amazing journey over the 
last five years. Your friendship and sense of humor 
have meant the world to me! 

***

(Note---This is the second of hopefully a series where are 
congregants are invited to share their personal histories and 
experiences regarding advocating for Earth Care---If you are 

interested, please contact me at theneffers@sbcglobal.net. 
Thanks, Dave Neff)

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS!
John Schellenberg December 01
VIRGINIA Mast December 02
Emily Ball December 03
Kathryn McWilliams December 03
Paul Jennings December 05
Emily Mervine December 06
Kianna Eberle December 07
Dick Obermanns December 08
Roger Heineman December 11
Kimberly Hill December 11
Kay Hogg December 11
Adam Majot December 12
Mark Wedell December 12
Carol Scott December 16

Dr. Ann Williams December 17
Karmen Garrett December 19
Paolo Iannarelli December 19
Quentin Smith December 19
Molly Dise December 20
Cliff Kowall December 20
Garrett Vandall December 22
Jacob Stauffer December 23
Carol Hopkins-Lutz December 27
Regina Stemley December 28
Tom Harvey December 31
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Staff Emails

Antoinette Richardson     Administration office@fhcpresb.org

Genetha (Nita) Clark Finance finance@fhcpresb.org 

Ann Donkin Building Mgr. adonkin@fhcpresb.org

Custodians Custodian custodian@fhcpresb.org

Rev. Dr. John Lentz Jr. Pastor pastorlentz@fhcpresb.org

Dr. Amy Wheatley Family, Youth, Children CE@fhcpresb.org             

Dr. Qin Ying Tan

Rev. Carol Wedell

Music

Parish Associate

 music@fhcpresb.org 

3031 Monticello Blvd, Cleveland Hts., OH 44118
216-321-2660  Fax: 216-320-1214

Custodians’ cell phone: 216-217-5257

Email: office@fhcpresb.org  Website: www.fhcpresb.org 
Rev. Dr. John C. Lentz, Jr., Pastor

Dr. Amy Wheatley, Dir. of Family, Youth & Children’s Ministries
Dr. Qin Ying Tan, Director of Music

Rev. Carol Wedell, Parish Associate

 January TOWER issue deadline: 8 am on December 15

Giving/donation options- Friends of FHC, during this time, you may give 
monetary gifts/donations by texting 216-400-5300 or give online using either 
our BREEZE Giving Page or PayPal. You may also mail in a check to the church 
bookkeeper (3031 Monticello Blvd. Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118).
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR DECEMBER
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Regularly sched-
uled events: meet 
every week unless 
noted

6:00 pm 

-AA: Progress 
not Perfection 

7:00 pm

-Al Anon: Now 
There’s Hope

7:30 pm 

-AA: Borton 
Group 

10:30 am 

-Abundance Pantry

-Bulletin and Weekly 
email Deadline

7:30 am –Bible & 
Bagels (virtual)

12:00 pm 

-Staff Meeting 
(virtual)

-AA: Wed. Women’s 
Group     

1:30 pm 

-English Dance

6:00 pm

-Bell Choir

7:30 pm 

-Chancel Choir

9:30 am 

-Al Anon: Hand in 
Hand

November 27

Advent Begins

Christmas Giving

Stock Baptism

9:15 am: Adult Ed.

11:50 am: Little Cre-
scendos and J.A.M.

November 
28

November 29

6:30 pm: Creat-
ing Racial Equity 
Meeting

Antoinette out of 
the office

November 30

Antoinette’s 
Birthday

Antoinette out of 
the office

December 1

Antoinette 
out of the 
office

December 2

Antoinette out 
of the office

December 
3

10:30 am: 
Racial 
Equity Book 
Club 

December 4

9:15 am: Adult Ed.

4:00 pm: Parables

11:50 am: Little 
Crescendos and 
J.A.M.

6:00 pm: Ginger-
bread House

December 5

Antoinette 
out of the 
office

December 6

7:00 pm: GCC 
Zoom Meeting

December 7 December 8 December 9

12:00 pm: Ami-
ra’s Closet

December 
10

9:00 am: 
Fiber and 
Fellowship

2:00 pm: 
Amira’s 
Closet

December 11

9:15 am: Adult Ed.

11:50 am: Little Cre-
scendos and J.A.M. 

1:00 pm: Amira’s 
Closet

December 
12

December 13

6:00 pm: Creat-
ing Racial Equity 
Meeting

December 14

7:00 pm: Ministry 
Meetings

December 
15

TOWER 
DEADLINE

December 16

Poinsettia or-
ders are due

December 
17

December 18

9:15 am: Adult Ed.

11:50 am: Little 
Crescendos and 
J.A.M.

6:00 pm: Caroling

7:00 pm: Hot Co-
coa and Cookies

December 
19

Drop 
off your 
cookies this 
week for 
Christmas 
Eve Service

December 20

7:00 pm: Gender-
Sphere Meeting

December 21

7:00 pm: Session 
Meeting

December 
22

December 23

OFFICE CLOSES 
AT NOON

December 
24

5 pm: Ser-
vice

11 pm: Service

Midnight: Cookie 
Reception

December 25

Christmas Giving
December 26

OFFICE 
CLOSED

Kwanzaa 
Event

December 27

6:00 pm: Creat-
ing Racial Equity 
Meeting

December 28 December 
29

December 30 December 
31

 


